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You’ll Want to Know...
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The President’s Pen

President, Pat Camp

Hello GMWC Members,
Here we are in August with its beautiful sunshine to
enjoy. Living by Lake Michigan certainly has advantages!
One of the important tasks for us this month….move our sculpture from the
space to the side of the museum to the front of the building. Mission accomplished. A
large thank you to Daniel Mullerlellie, the artist, and Lonnie, one of our building
supervisors!
Still to happen is the special tile work with the “W” as you enter the front
door. Should be done by September or maybe in January, but it is coming!
Our special benefactors, Brad and Kathleen Playford, will be doing our
landscaping this month!!!
Kathleen Playford and Kitty Gietzen have donated the funds for us to
purchase a beautiful antique clock circa 1903! It is important that we maintain the
authenticity of items in our beautiful building. The clock will be hung in the
Ballroom.
We finished and approved our 2022-2023 Budget at our BOD retreat. Our
Standing Committee chairs will be sharing our goals at club meetings going
forward.
Please encourage your networks to rent our beautiful Club for
their events. The rentals help sustain our budget!!
Karin and her Member Care Committee are very busy. Please
keep in touch with them as you know of membership news.
Thank you all for the work and support of our mission. I hope
to see many of you at our picnic on August 3. Note that we schedule
this for evening, especially thinking of our working women who are
not able to join us at noon.
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MEMBER CARE

If you still owe dues to the club, the picnic is a great time to bring a check or cash. It may be given to
Karin or Nancy.

September 25, 2022

This year we’re
adding heroes to
the list...whatever
you think of when
you think of a hero.
It could be police,
fire, doctor, nurse,
Superman,
Batman, or more.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

By the end of its first decade, the ladies of the club had turned their gaze upon
the surrounding community. At that time, Muskegon continued to be a rough-andtumble lumbering town with countless saloons lining Western Avenue, far exceeding
the number of churches and sawdust-lined streets littered with every kind of detritus
imaginable. Reminders of the sawmills were everywhere with the whine of saws
piercing the air day and night exacerbated by strident blasts of freighter horns plying
the harbor, and sawdust choking the air and covering everything, obviously a
nightmare for ladies in lovely gowns and petticoats. Further insult ensued from the lumberjacks
themselves with their habit of chewing tobacco and expectorating the resulting vile mess
anywhere and everywhere.
By 1906 the ladies of the club had their fill of navigating the city’s tobacco stained boardwalks,
fouling their dresses, and dragging who-knew-what into their homes. And so it was that in April
1906 founding member, Martha Keating, introduced a motion to secure a city wide anti-spitting
ordinance; unanimously approved, a committee was appointed to draft such a petition. No sooner
was the petition approved by the members than the committee decided to take it one step further
by drafting another petition for trash receptacles to be placed throughout the city. Both petitions
were unanimously passed and presented to the mayor and Common Council. Both were adopted
by the city, and amazingly the anti-spitting ordinance remains in effect to this day. Included here
for your perusal, it is clear that the once timid housewives have come a long way since their
humble beginnings, yet they are just getting started.
Miscellaneous Offenses Provision
Section 12-4: Spitting in Public
No person shall spit, expectorate, or in any manner deposit upon any sidewalk, or the walks of any park, or
on the floor, walls, or furniture of any public room, library, office, theater, hall, opera house, school
building, church, hospital, public building, passenger waiting room, or in any passageway in and out of
said buildings or any of them in public conveyance, any phlegm, saliva, spittle, substance sputum, excretion
or discharge from the lungs, throat, mouth or nose. Any person who violates any provision of the section
shall, upon conviction, be punished by a fine not to exceed twenty-five dollars and the costs of prosecution.
Petition from Muskegon Woman’s Club
May 3, 1907
To the Honorable Mayor and Council of Muskegon:
WHEREAS city streets are daily littered with papers, fruit peelings, nutshells, and other unsightly refuse,
we the undersigned citizens of our commonwealth and members of Muskegon Woman’s Club do humbly
petition receptacles for said refuse at the following places:
Two on the grounds of the High School
Two on the grounds of Hackley Manual Training School
One at Pillsbury School
Two at McLaughlin School
Two at Nelson School
Two at Nims School
Two at Hackley School
One at Bunker School
Four at Hackley Square
One in each block from Terrace to Sixth Street inclusive of Western Avenue, in the city cemeteries, and
such other places as may be deemed necessary.
Furthermore, we would recommend to the attention of your Honorable Body the receptacles in use in
Kalamazoo, the description and price of which are attached, these being convenient, not unsightly, and
of moderate cost.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp

On July 21 we met at The Lake Front Grill at Muskegon
Country Club. We tried a variety of items on their menu and would
unanimously recommend anything. Tim was our server and he was fun
and efficient. It was a great evening!
On Monday, August 8 we’ll meet at The Station Grill where we
hope to eat on the patio.
September 15 we’ll try again for Legends (downtown—the old
Rackets) if their kitchen is ready—watch for alternative next month.
In addition to dining out together, this group has traditionally been in charge of cultural
enrichment for the club. Mostly that has consisted of making dichroic glass with Jilly (who is a
member of the club), a painting class, or computer classes. There is some interest in a basic sign
language class. . For most classes there would be a minimum of 10 participants to hold the class.
Computer classes—with basic skills on Microsoft Office Products—would have no minimum. Most
of the classes would be one session and would be offered in the evening. Please let me know if any of
these interest you. We will have interest sheets at the picnic in August.

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk
We will plan to have a reorganizing meeting in September at the club to
see if there is enough interest to continue this group.
If you are interested in being the coordinator of the group, please get
hold of Pam Caris, our Activities Chair or Pat Camp, our President. This group
could go back to meeting at a restaurant or can stay at the club. Time and day for the
meetings would be determined by the group. There will be an interest sign-up available at the
picnic next week.
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Meet WINC: For All Women Veterans - our 2022/2023 Philanthropy Recipient
Founded in 2014, Women Injured in Combat (WINC)’s goal is to help bring awareness to the
issues facing women veterans nationwide while providing a space where they can live, laugh, and
readjust to life after service; while also identifying their tribe of women vets who have their “six”.
Recognizing that not all female veterans were injured or just female veterans who were
injured in combat, this necessitated a name change in our organization. Now known as WINC: For
All Women Veterans (“WINC”), our mission is to revitalize the female veteran. Promoting the
physical, mental, spiritual, and emotional health of the female veteran is one aspect of our organization. With more awareness, we believe more women will have access to the proper health care, the
proper treatment for military sexual trauma, and even the proper treatment when going to a VA
facility, among other things. The other aspect of our organization is to educate the nation on the
needs and challenges that a wounded female warrior has had to face as well as to provide the solutions
that family members, friends, and employers will need to welcome these women back into society with
open arms.
WHAT WE DO
Retreats for Women Veterans.
Provide scholarships for women veterans and their children.
Develop legislation to assist lawmakers with important decisions regarding women
veterans.
Assist both female and male veterans and their families in obtaining the benefits they
need and deserve.
Host meet-ups and peer support groups in an effort to introduce women veterans to
other women veterans, reassuring them they are NOT ALONE!
Refer veterans to various resources including: legal, housing, education, MST
counseling with a partnering clinician.
Host military sexual trauma intensive therapy retreats, workshops, and summits.
Coordinate with partnering agencies to provide funding and nourishment for our
veteran population to eliminate food insecurities.
2022 BOARD MEMBERS

Tracie Walls, President WINC, Faulkner, MD, US Army
Sera Castaneda, Vice President, Muskegon, MI, Marine Veteran
Currently Vacant, Treasurer of WINC
Stephanie Mahone, Secretary of WINC, VP at JPMorgan Chase, Chicago, IL
Bola Aibinuomo J.D, Board Member, Houston, TX, Bilingual Educator Houston Public
Schools
Alexis Hightower, Board Member, Muskegon, MI, Retired Walmart Executive
Sequita Jackson, Board Member, Muskegon, MI, Michigan Dept. of Corrections
Gale Owens, Board Member, Canton, MI, Air Force /Vietnam War (Ret)
OUTREACH COORDINATOR/MILITARY SEXUAL TRAUMA RESOURCE SPECIALIST
-

Henrietta Hadley, CEO Infinite Solutions, Muskegon, MI

Best regards,
Sequita Jackson
WINC Board of Directors

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
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The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.
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