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The President’s Pen

President, Pat Camp

Hello GMWC Members,
Hello Summer!!!
Thank you again Hannah for the positive leadership. Thank you, Members,
for your support, I will be looking for all your special gifts again as we meet our
challenges for 2022-2023!
How exciting we have our Ballroom completed and the flooring in the entry
way and the parlor, as well as the new carpeting on the stairs! Still to happen is the
special tile work with the “W” as you enter the front door.
Our special benefactors, Brad and Kathleen Playford, will be doing our landscaping this month!!!
Deb and Carolyn have done a beautiful job creating the “scapes” events! The
proceeds from the last paid for our new microphone system. A special thank you on
behalf of All of the members.
The GMWC will be holding our Board of Directors Retreat June 28. Be sure
we will communicate our goals for 2022-2023!!
Please encourage your networks to utilize our beautiful Club for their events.
The rentals help our sustaining budget!!
The membership committee is hard at work growing our membership!! Please let
them know if you have someone to contact.
See you at our Picnic!
Thank you all for the work and support of our mission.
The Board of Directors wish each of you a very happy and healthy summer.

Pat Camp
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July
Summer Break—no club meeting
20 BOD (as needed)
21 Dine Out—Carlisle’s
22 Newsletter Articles Due

12 N
6 PM
5 PM

August
3 Membership Picnic
17 BOD
18 Dine Out— Red Water
26 Newsletter Articles Due

6 PM
12 N
6 PM
5 PM
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Holly Nolan, President-Elect
Kay Olthoff, Vice President
Hannah Olechnowicz, Imm. Past Pres.
Staci Geiger, Treasurer
Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Elisa Hopper, Member at Large
Pam Caris, Activities Chair
Audrey Link, Communications Chair
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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MEMBER CARE

Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members
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Membership News & Notes
Please be sure to mail your membership/dues check
to the club before the end of July in order to be
included in the Yearbook that will be distributed at
our September luncheon. You may also pay by
Venmo to @president-greatermuskegonwoman or
by charge card—contact Nancy or Hannah. There is
a $3.00 surcharge for using plastic.

New Members:
Cindy Snead
1951 Calvin Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49442
Phone: 231.215.3684
Email: ajsnead1@frontier.com

Georgiann Voissem
6973 Hazard Road
If you have a change in your address, phone number, Fenton, MI 48430
or email, please be sure to let Karin Carlson know so Phone: 269.506.7979
Email: Georshe can keep the roster updated and so the new
giann@DSCProd.com
yearbooks will be accurate.

Rental Information
There are a couple changes regarding rentals:
 Members may continue to rent with no deposit and they are not required to
pay a site supervisor, however, there will be a mandatory $50 cleaning fee
to have one of our site supervisors clean the bathrooms and sweep/mop as
needed the ballroom floor.
 Fund raisers for political candidates must be co-chaired or sponsored by a
club member. These will be rented at $200 for luncheons and $500 for
dinners with the mandatory $50 cleaning fee in addition. Any organization
that advocates violence of any type will be denied use of the club.
 Celebration of Life or other services that are held mid-week and with less
than two weeks’ notice will be $200 with additional $15/hour site supervisor.
 There will be white and black round tablecloths available for rentals at a
cost of $3 each. Payment to be made at the time of final rent payment.
Funds will be used to launder/replace the tablecloths as needed.
Thank you to Suzanne Hayes for volunteering to help
supervise the building following rentals. Sharing this
responsibility will ensure better use and maintenance of
our building.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

In the first decade of the Twentieth Century, the Philanthropy and Reform
Committee played a dominant role in the work of the Club as evidenced by
its role in the development of the Almshouse hospital. This change in focus
from self-improvement to community improvement was further evidenced in
a very different Course of Study for 1906-1907: Educational, Sociological and
Civic Improvement. As such, the Committee played a significant role in alleviating
the plight of the poor and needy in the community. Poignant examples include:
A donation of $25 to a young consumptive providing the means for him to
remove to Colorado in hopes that the climate there might improve his health.
(Unfortunately, that did not happen.)
A donation of $25 to the Red Cross to help alleviate the great suffering and need
in San Francisco precipitated by the Great Calamity (the 1906 earthquake),
A donation of $25 plus contributions to the Salvation Army for their Christmas
baskets which netted a wagonload of supplies.
On a side note, the Social Committee, tasked with providing refreshments for club
meetings, hosted a unique celebration in May 1906 in a most delightful manner:
German Day. German flags, colors, and curios provided an authentic setting for the
celebration as Mrs. Krannitz shared her paper on ‘The Pleasant Life of Germany’.
“Little Miss Mary with her doll baby assumed the role of a German mutter crooning
sweet cradle songs to her baby.” Tea and German cake served by committee
members and young women garbed in traditional German peasant dress completed
the tableau. It proved to be the most unique and attractive program of the club year.

FRUIT TEA GREEN SMOOTHIE
(Serves 2-4)
1 peach, sliced
1 1/2 C. frozen sliced strawberries
1 apple, sliced
1 C hot brewed green tea
1 C frozen red grapes
1 C frozen blueberries
In a blender, combine peach slices, apple slices, frozen
grapes, frozen blueberries, and frozen strawberries. Pour
hot brewed tea over fruit in blender. Process until smooth
and pour into glasses to serve.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp

Our June Dine Out was cancelled due to the very hot weather and several conflicts for those
who usually attend.
For future planning:
July 21 we will go to Carlisle’s at the Arena—Legend’s is having a problem getting their
kitchen and staff up and running.
August 18 will be at the new Red Water Restaurant at the Muskegon Country Club
September 15 we’ll try again for Legends (downtown—the old Rackets).

In addition to dining out together, this group has traditionally been in charge of cultural
enrichment for the club. Mostly that has consisted of making dichroic glass with Jilly (who is a
member of the club), a painting class, or computer classes. There is some interest in a basic sign
language class. . For most classes there would be a minimum of 10 participants to hold the class.
Computer classes—with basic skills on Microsoft Office Products—would have no minimum. Most
of the classes would be one session and would be offered in the evening. Please let me know if any of
these interest you. We will try to have interest sheets at the picnic in August.

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk
We will plan to have a reorganizing meeting in September at the club to see if
there is enough interest to continue this group.
If you are interested in being the coordinator of the group, please get
hold of Pam Caris, our new Activities Chair or Pat Camp, our new
president. This group could go back to meeting at a restaurant or can stay at
the club. Time and day for the meetings would be determined by the group.
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Advance Notice:
Coming to the club October 28-30.
Save the Date!

Dreamscape: An immersive theatrical experience
where you are part of the scary story! Come
wearing your best Halloween costume and see if

On behalf of the Past Presidents we would
like to thank Pam Caris for her work for the
past several years creating a lovely luncheon
with beautiful décor and delicious food with
an opportunity for the past presidents to
offer guidance to the new president. We also
just enjoyed catching up with everyone!

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

birthdays

bir

23 Jill Mathews
24 Kay Meyers
26 Kay Olthoff
Sandra O’Neil
27 Carolyn Bowen
31 Joan Schmitt

1
2
7
14
15
16
17

Peggy Peckham
Laura Martin
Marian Michalski
Suzanne Hayes
Ken Johnson
Mary Rop
Melissa Slorf

