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June 
1 Installation Luncheon   12 N  

2 Book Talk    6PM 

10 President’s Luncheon   12N 

28 BOD Retreat   9-3 

28 Newsletter Articles Due  5 PM 
 

July 
Summer Break—no club meeting 

20 BOD (as needed)   12 N 

22 Newsletter Articles Due  5 PM 
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Inside this issue: 

The President’s Pen          President, Hannah Olechnowicz 

Hello GMWC Members,  
 
I can't believe I am writing my last President's Pen! It sure 
has been a fun ride figuring out how to try and best lead the club and I'm so thankful 
to have the opportunity to learn and follow behind Nancy! As a membership, you all 
should be so proud of what we've accomplished in the last couple of years.  
 
May was a busy month, but all of our events turned out great! We are over 125   
members strong at this point, including four new male members, Jarrod Dawson, 
Bill Rogers (my uncle), Brad Playford, and Mayor Ken Johnson!  
 
I am looking forward to continuing to be involved at the club and bringing Vera 
along so she can learn all about what it means to give back. But I am also looking 
forward to passing the reins off to Pat Camp and the new slate of directors. I know 
they will all do a great job and I love all the energy they have.  
 
Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve you at the club for the past two 
years!!!! 
 

XOXO for the last time,  
 

Hannah O. 

2022/2023 Board of Directors 
Pat Camp, President 

Holly Nolan, President-Elect 
Kay Olthoff,  Vice President 

Hannah Olechnowicz, Imm. Past Pres. 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Elisa Hopper, Member at Large 
Pam Caris, Activities Chair 

Audrey Link, Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Holly Nolan, who keeps us updated on new member details has been down with     
complications following knee replacement surgery in late April. Please keep her in your 
thoughts and prayers. If you’d like to send her a card or note, her address is: 
Holly Nolan, 1640 N Roberts Rd, Muskegon, 49445 
 
As a result, here are the basic details on our new members—Holly will give us further 
information in a future newsletter 
Brenda Bouwman (our new insurance agent) 
231.766.0089 
3212 W McMillan Rd    N Muskegon 49445 
Brenda@brendabouwman.com 
 

Jarrod and Amber Dawson 
(J) 616.550.0085 (A) 616.915.6927  
421 Willow Rd NE  Grand Rapids    49528 
tenringconsturction@gmail.com 
 

RaeJean Erickson 
231.750.2798 
4827 W Bard Rd   N Muskegon 49445 
erickson4827@aol.com 
 
Ken Johnson 
231.329.5825 
1281 Montgomery Ave   Muskegon  49441 
kenDJohnson1@gmail.com 
 
Brad and Kathleen Playford 
615.35.0316 
329 W Circle   N Muskegon  49445 
kplayford@travelleaders.com   
 
Andrea Rodrigo 
602.689.3347 
5617 Martin Rd  Muskegon  49444 
Andrea.n.rodrigo@gmail.com 
 
Tracy Wallace 
231.343.6472 
2409 Manz Ave   Muskegon 49444 
misswallace66@yahoo.com 
 

Membership News & Notes 
It’s that time of year again for those who 
joined before calendar year 2022 to pay 
membership dues. Our fiscal year runs July 
1 through June 30. Dues checks will be  
deposited after July 1. Those who joined 
during the first part of 2022 get a couple 
bonus months and don’t pay until next 
June! Watch for your due’s invoice by 
email this year if you have email. 
 
If you have a change in your address or 
phone number or email, please be sure to 
let Karin Carlson know so she can keep the 
roster updated and so the new yearbooks 
that will be printed in July will be accurate. 
 

******* 
Jean Pataky will turn 92 on June 4th. If 
you’d like to send her a card, her new        
address is:  
Vineyard Assisted Living Community 
8170 Vineyard Parkway 
Kalamazoo, MI 49009 
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In Days Gone By                   Karin Carlson, Historian 

 1906 
Civic Minded Heroines  

     At the fourth celebration of the clubhouse dedication in February 
1906,   guest speaker, Dr. Caroline Bartlett Crane, delivered a timely address 
on ‘Almshouses for the Care of the Aged and Infirm’, planting seeds that 
would soon bear rich fruit. At that time, communities across the country 

were becoming acutely aware of the plight of the poor and indigent in their midst, and 
Muskegon was no        exception. Fortuitously, the County Board of Supervisors were 
engaged in the planning and building of a new Almshouse to replace the current aging 
structure. Inspired by Reverend Crane’s address, the Philanthropic Committee of the 
Club resolved to call upon the County Board to request that a portion of the new     
building be set aside as a hospital wing which is exactly what they did. Though the 
Board was not averse to the idea of a hospital wing, they were not willing to spend any 
additional funds as they hoped to build the new Almshouse at less cost than that of the 
original building. So, they sought       suggestions from the Philanthropic Committee for 
converting a wing of the dormitory into a hospital. With the help of their husbands, the 
Messrs. Keating, Hammond, and Sawyer, plans were drawn up. The plans were            
acceptable to the County Board and bids were sought on the construction, not to exceed 
$1100.  Construction commenced on the hospital wing with separate wards for men and 
women, all well-heated and lighted,   commodious  restrooms, surgical wards, linen   
closets, kitchens, as well as a bedroom for the attending nurse. 
     For their part, the club quickly passed a motion to furnish the hospital at a cost 
not to exceed $300, and the Philanthropic Committee set to work acquiring curtains, bed 
linens, towels, bandages, medical supplies, etc. at a total cost of $300.42. The community 
also generously donated furnishings and supplies, including a porcelain lined icebox from 
Alaska Refrigerator Company and bed trays made by the students at Hackley Manual 
Training School. 
    From these humble beginnings, the Almshouse has served the poor and       
downtrodden of Muskegon County for well over a century, eventually closing in 2018. 
Today we know it as Brookhaven. 
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LIFESTYLES               Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment        
 

Book Talk  
 

We need someone to coordinate this group. There are several people who are 
interested in attending/continuing, but we need someone to send out a monthly 
email reminder and to communicate with the newsletter. 

 A sincere thank you to Pat Camp for coordinating for the past couple years and to 
Peggy Maniates for doing the write-up for the newsletter. Congratulations to Peggy on her 
new position with a larger museum complex in New Hampshire. We’ll miss you! 
 If you are interested in being the coordinator of the group, please get hold of Pam 
Caris, our new Activities Chair or Pat Camp, our new president. This group could go back to 
meeting at a restaurant or can stay at the club. 

 Our May Dine Out was changed to Burl & Sprig because Pints & Quarts is closed for the 
summer due to staffing issues—their staff is moved to The Deck and Docker’s. 
 For future planning: 
 June 23we will the Deck (hopefully before it gets too hot) 
 July 21 we will go to Legends (downtown—the old Rackets) 
 August 18 will be at the new Red Water Restaurant at the Muskegon Country Club 
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Women of Accomplishment 
 What a fantastic morning for our Women of Accomplishment event this year! There 
were 104 people who gathered to honor Nancy Hammond, Henrietta Hadley, and Mildred 
Washington! Karen Buie Jenkins gave a lovely review of what makes a Woman of       
Accomplishment. In fact, it was such a great description, we will frame it for our Women of 
Achievement Wall of Honor in the Tea Room. Many of our past honorees were here to help 
with the program.       

Any “profit” will be divided by four and a donation made to 
the non-profit of each honoree’s choice. 
 Thank you to the committee who makes the work of 
this event so much fun. This year’s committee was Hannah 
Olechnowicz, Pam Caris, Dorothy Brink, Rachel Gorman, 
and Nancy Bierenga. 

Tempting TableScapes Review 

Thank You to Table Hostesses: 
Deb Roest—Flamingo Fun   Deb Roest—Beach Bash     Helen Alberts & Sue Nielsen—
Out of Africa    Jenna Leffring—Ooh! Adventure is Out There                
Carolyn Bowen—Bridesmaid Luncheon Paula and Laura Martin and Carolyn Bowen 

— The Big Bang     Stacey Cornell—The Hundred Acre Wood    Connie Snead—
Yo Ho Ho A Pirate’s Life for Me    Andrea Rodrigo and Melody Cloud—Horsin’ 
Around    Audrey Link—The Beautiful Artist Creations of Summer              
Alyssa May—Farm to Table     Beth at Pine Street Mercantile—Vintage Floral                
Shirley Green and Janet Blume—Memorial Day Remembrance  

Thank you to Nancy Bierenga, REALTOR®, for all of our flyers, 
tickets, and programs, to Dave and Cindy from Dave’s Kountry     
Katering, the Leffring Sisters, The Table Hostesses, and all the   
members and friends who donated raffle baskets and  monetary      
donations. We raised enough money to purchase a new sound system 
for the ballroom!  
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

1 Sharon Beck 
 Karen Buie Jenkins 
 Michelle Fox 
 Barbara Wagonmaker 
2 Amber Dawson 
4 Jean Pataky 
 Roberta Tetzlaff 
7 Kathleen Playford 

14 Claudia Bryant 
17 Sam Prince 
 Cloey Buzzell 
19 Carmen Jeisy 
23 Cindi Stefl 
 Katherine Gietzen 
28 Lorie Hawkins 


