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May 
1 Princess Tea    1 PM 

4 Club Luncheon   12 N 

5 Virtual Book Talk   6 PM 

11 Treasured Tablescapes  6 PM 

14 Women of Accomplishment  9 AM 

15 The Big Reveal   2-4PM 

18 BOD Meeting    12 N 

20 Newsletter Deadline   5 PM 
 

June 
1 Installation Luncheon   12 N  

2 Book Talk    6PM 

10 President’s Luncheon   12N 

28 BOD Retreat    9-3 
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Inside this issue: 

The President’s Pen          President, Hannah Olechnowicz 

Hello GMWC Membership,  
 
I don't know about you, but I am very much looking forward 
to May and warmer weather! The club has a lot of events happening in May, so I    
encourage you to attend at least one of them and/or volunteer at one of them!  
 
May 1 we have the Princess Tea, May 3 we have the Victorian Tea Party that we are 
hosting for The Victorian Ladies, May 4 is our club luncheon, May 11 we have the 
Treasured Tablescapes event, May 14 we have Women of Accomplishment and May 
15 we have The Big Reveal event which is our grand re-opening to the public. Please 
reach out to me if you have questions about any of these events and I can point you in 
the right direction.  
 
Our May luncheon is a salad luncheon, still catered by Dave's Kountry Katering. We 
will be voting on a new slate for our board of directors as well as presenting our  
membership recognition. I hope to see you all at the luncheon!  
 
The new board of directors will conduct the retreat on June 28th. If you have          
anything you'd like to suggest or have the board go over at our retreat, please let me 
know before then and I would be happy to bring it up. 
 

XOXO, 
 

Hannah O. 

2021/2022 Board of Directors 
Hannah Olechnowicz, President 

Pat Camp, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Holly Nolan, Member at Large 
BOD, Activities Chair 

Audrey Link Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Please welcome our new members for this month! 
 
First is Cloey Buzzell.  Cloey lives in Twin Lake and is a Human Services professional 
working with Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Lakeshore.  She has a Bachelor’s degree 
from Baker College, and has served at the Salvation Army of Muskegon, Agewell    
Services of West Michigan, Bethany Christian Services and Catholic Charities of West 
Michigan.  She has a passion for youth, families, and connecting them with tools and 
resources that Muskegon has to offer in achieving their goals.  Her hobbies are writing, 
outdoors, reading, hiking, music and spending time with family and friends. 
 
Cloey Buzzell, 5672 Cady Road, Twin Lake 49457   Birthday 6-17-94 
Phone 231-670-7020  email cloey.buzzell22@gmail.com 
 
Next is the stunningly fashionable Karen Buie-Jenkins.  Karen lives in Muskegon and 
enjoys swimming, reading, and arts and crafts and has been involved with many         
organizations in Muskegon for over thirty years. 
 
Karen Buie-Jenkins, 1995 Dykstra, Muskegon 49445   Birthday June 1 
Phone 231-855-3221   Email Karen.buie@yahoo.com 
 
 
Last is Alyssa May.  Alyssa lives in Twin Lake with her husband Steven and has one 
daughter.  She is employed by United Way of the Lakeshore.  She and her family love 
to spend time with family and friends, travel and be outdoors. 
 
Alyssa May, 5880 O’Neil, Twin Lake 49457    Birthday 8-14 
Phone 231-740-5805   Email alyssa@unitedwaylakeshore.org 

Slate of Board Members/Officers for 2022/2023 
 
Pat Camp, President (Automatic change from President-elect to President) 
Holly Nolan, President-elect  
Kay Olthoff, Vice President  
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 
Member at large Elisa Hopper  
Linda Traylor, Secretary  
 
Those elected this month will be installed at our June luncheon. 
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In Days Gone By                   Karin Carlson, Historian 

 1906 
Founding Mothers 

    The arrival of the 1900’s revealed a flourishing club with a membership of 
170 by 1906. Some may remember the ambitious course of study set by the 
founding members: ‘An Outline of the History of the World’, no less. Year by 
year, that goal was accomplished, country by country, city by city. ‘The Art of 
16th Century Florence, Italy’ was chosen for 1906-1907 and shared through 

topical papers, musical performances, and art display. 
    An added dimension to their weekly meetings was a civil discussion of current events. 
Strikingly familiar to us today, a popular topic then was political graft and corruption;   
maybe there really is nothing new under the sun after all. The timely discussions became a 
problem of sorts as the daily Chronicle reported club meetings in minute detail making it 
almost impossible to get members engaged in these Items of Interest discussions for fear 
their comments would be published for all to see. After some discussion, a motion was 
passed to no longer report the details of their discussions to the Chronicle. Problem solved!  
   Under the auspices of the Federations, the world view of club members broadened and 
their collective focus turned outward to needs of the community and the world. They soon 
realized that their strength lay in number, and so it was that these civic-minded women 
were among the founders  of many of our earliest philanthropic institutions that are with us 
yet today. 
   An example is the Muskegon Humane Union organized by a group of early club members, 
among them, the Mesdames Park, Montgomery, Holbrook, Hackley, Hume, Barney, and 
Smith (Minnie Smith) who met in September 1887 to address “problems of homeless       
children, the needy, sick, helpless, and infirm”. They were the founding members and Board 
of Trustees of the Muskegon Humane Union and filed Articles of Incorporation in           
November that year. Once organized, they needed a suitable building to house their future 
charges. When the Cheeseman house and property on the corner of Terrace and     
McLaughlin became available, Julia Hackley loaned the Union $6,000 for the purchase price, 
and so it was that the Muskegon Home for the Friendless opened its doors on December 13, 
1887 and welcomed its first charge, an abandoned baby boy christened Hugh M. Thayer 
after one of their benefactors. At a housewarming/donation party held the same day, guests 
brought anything and everything of use to the home including clothing, furniture, tinware, 
and even stove pipes. For years the Home for the Friendless was supported by fairs, bazaars, 
tag days, subscriptions, and personal pledges. As club president in 1906, Minnie Smith 
urged all  club members to honor their pledges made all those years ago. Members faithfully 
continued their support of the Home, and many continued to serve on the Board of Trustees 
as well as directors. By 1910 children were the main denizens, and finally in 1921 it became 
known as Muskegon Children’s Home. The antiquated building was replaced by a new one 
in 1951 and remains there today. 
    It is my belief that our founding fathers built this city from concrete and mortar while our 

founding mothers gave it a heart and soul. The Muskegon Home for the Friendless is but 

one example with more to follow. A re-reading of the Board of Trustees’ names should 

sound familiar to us as many of our local streets bear their names today. 
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LIFESTYLES               Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment       Pat Camp, chair  Book Review by Peggy Maniates 

Book Talk  
 

We did not have a meeting in April.  

 
Coming up:  
April book  The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 
May book The Devil in the White City by EriK Larson 
June book  Me Before You by Jolo Moyes 
July Book  Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan 

 

 Instead of Capone’s we ate together at Skeetown Tavern because Capone’s is not able to  
accommodate groups as large as ours is many months. One five of us showed up, so we could have 
gone to Capone’s, but we didn’t know that ahead of time.  
 On May 19 we will go to Pints and Quarts—if the weather allows, we’ll eat on the patio. 
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The Victorian Lady "Tip Your Hat"     Pam Caris, chair 
 

Thank you to the following members for their help, time, or 
donations for the Victorian Lady Event by Wendy Batchelder. 
 
Helen Alberts 
Sharon Beck 
Nancy Bierenga 
Carolyn Bowen 
Dorothy Brink 
Ann Caris 

Cathy Drust 
Audrey Link 
Judy McMahon  
Sandy Wellington 
 
Thank You! Pam 
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We are looking for volunteers to work the event. Call Deb or Carolyn if interested.  
 

This event is also looking for any themed baskets, or any items to put in baskets or any sponsors to support this 
event to help raise funds. Any donations would be appreciated. Please call Elisa Hopper at 231.780.8193 with any 
donations to pick up or leave donations at club and clearly mark them for Treasured Tablescapes.  
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

9 Debora Green 
14 Angela Goliday-Tatum 
20 Pam Babbitt 
24 Bob Scolnik 
25 Zaneta Adams 
26 Alyssa May 
29 Dorothy Brink 


