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April 
6 Club Luncheon   12 N 

7 Virtual Book Talk   6 PM 

20 BOD Meeting   12 N 

22 Newsletter Deadline   

24 Victorian Flowers                2 PM 
 

May 
1 Princess Tea    1 PM 

4 Club Luncheon   12 N 

5 Virtual Book Talk   6 PM 

11 Treasured Tablescapes  6 PM 

14 Women of Accomplishment  9 AM 

15 Rededication for Building  2-4 PM 

18 BOD Meeting    12 N 

20 Newsletter Deadline   5 PM 
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The President’s Pen          President, Hannah Olechnowicz 

Dear Members, 
 Spring is finally here and none too early! I’ve been 
looking forward to warmer weather and an easier time    
bringing Vera out and about instead of all the bundling. Soon 
the grass will be green and the flowers will be budding and the whole area will seem 
much more cheerful. 
 Green Eggs and Ham was finally back after a two-year absence. It was fun to 
see all the excited children. They enjoyed meeting the Cat in the Hat and choosing a 
Dr. Suess book to take home, as well as eating green eggs and ham. 
 Still in March, on the 28th we will have Club Pride Day. This is more          
important this year than most in all the work that was done in January many things 
were displaced so we need to create some new spaces and reuse rooms to better       
advantage. If you are able to help in any way, we’d love to have you join us when you 
can and for however long you are able to stay. At noon we’ll get lunch from some-
where close. We’ll start by about 9 AM and keep going... 
 I feel like April is the time for taking a big breath to get ready for May! We 
have a jam-packed month in May. So enjoy your April. You’ll find all the information 
in this issue, but please be sure to consider how you can help make one or more of 
these events  successful. All of the events need sponsors, so if you’d like to help       
financially, that is always very much appreciated. Of course they all need volunteers 
and most of them need people to attend. There are adult events like Women of        

Accomplishment, Victorian Flowers, and Treasured Tablescapes and the 
Princess Tea for children. And, on May 15 we will have a special Open 
House to rededicate our building and show off the Grand Dame to our 
community. I hope we’ll see you several times over the next couple 
months! 
 And then, probably most importantly, on page 5 you’ll find info 
about the insurance change Nancy talked about at the March luncheon. 

XOXO,    Hannah    

2021/2022 Board of Directors 
Hannah Olechnowicz, President 

Pat Camp, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Holly Nolan, Member at Large 
BOD, Activities Chair 

Audrey Link Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 
Our most recent new member is: 
Cloey Buzzell 
5672 Cady Rd, Twin Lake 49457  phone: 231.670.7020 
Cloey.buzzell22@gmail.com 
 
More about Cloey will be in future newsletters. 
Meanwhile let’s welcome more new members – our club is growing! 
 

First is Sandra O’Neil.  She lives in Muskegon and has two children and four grandchil-
dren.  She belongs to Women Who Care, the Vikings, and the American Legion and is a retired teacher who enjoys 
traveling the world. 
 

Sandra O’Neil, 4295 E Glen Court, Norton Shores, MI 49441 
231-557-1957  email jimsandyoneil@aol.com  Birthday 4-24-42 
 

Next is Cheryl Brown, who lives in North Muskegon with her husband, Doug and has three children and six grand-
children.  Her interests are gardening, reading and her grandkids.  They became foster parents for ten years and 
then adopted a boy with special needs.  He passed away last year, but since then her husband has been elected county 
commissioner and they also own their own business. 
 

Cheryl Brown, 1279 Horton, Muskegon MI 49445  Birthday 12-11 
231-744-0675 and 231-725-5625 email cbrown06752@comcast.net  
 

Next is Marie McElligett Colvin.  She lives in Muskegon and enjoys yardwork, her dog, reading, walking, playing 
cards and volunteering.  She recently moved back from Battle Creek where she retired from Kellogg’s. She has a son 
who still lives there, and she is here in Muskegon with her dog, Holly. 
 

Marie Colvin, 2350 Torrent, Muskegon MI 49441  Birthday 10-18 
269-275-9842  email mariecolvin@comcast.net 
 

Last is Jamie Wright.  Jamie lives with her husband Michael in Muskegon and has one child.  She works at MCC and 
is looking forward to joining a community organization focused on education and art.  She enjoys reading, hiking, 
camping and board games. 
 

Jamie Wright, 1537 Vista, Muskegon MI  49445  Birthday 2-26-70989-386-9221  email jamiewright613@gmail.com  

Congratulations to our treasurer, Staci 
Geiger, who participated in the 2022 
version of Dancing With the Local 
Stars. On Friday evening her team 
won Best of Show! 

Best wishes to long-time club 
member, Carol Thompson 
who is moving to Ohio. The 
BOD wants to thank Carol 
for her generous support 
over the years and also for 
her recent donation of the 
antique tea cart and display 
cabinet for the club. 

Yearbook Changes: 
Please change Cathy Drust’s phone number to 231.286.1655 
Carol Thompson’s new address is 2520 Barrington Way #502, Wooster, OH 44691  

mailto:jimsandyoneil@aol.com
mailto:cbrown06752@comcast.net
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In Days Gone By                   Karin Carlson, Historian 

 Will return next month. 

The Green Eggs and Ham Dr. Seuss Breakfast was a 
huge success. This event was postponed for the last 2 
years, so everyone was ready to get out and have a fun 
time. We served over 80 attendees of kids and their 
parents that morning. We made a profit of $1,970.00 
and had many wonderful sponsors which in-
clude    Mercy Hospital, Staci Geiger/Raymond Janes, 
MADL Northern Trust. Shafer Attorney, Doug 
Hughes at Gravis Law,  Sam’s Club, Meijer, Sunrise 
Acres Egg Farms, and Wesco 

I would especially like to thank my helpers of this event. Nancy 
Bierenga for all the help she gave me with taking reservations and taking money at 
the event and helping with flyers and picking up eggs and many other things I 
asked her to do. Thank to Dorothy Brink, Pam Caris and Sandy Wellington, the 
egg crackers and cookers and ham bakers. They did a wonderful job. The eggs tast-
ed great.   Delores was looking over you. They helped out with all my requests I 
asked of them especially clean up too. Thank you, Helen Alberts, for cooking all the 
hashbrowns. I know that was a lot of work and helping with clean to. Thank you to 
the people set up which include Stacey Cornell and her daughter, Laura Martin, 
Bonnie Kellogg and her husband Kevin.  Thanks to Peggy Peckham who picked up 
the doughnuts and served them and helped with clean up. Thank to Joann Butts 
and Kimberly Sims for setting up the beverages and serving them and clean 
up. Thanks Judy McMahon, Suzanne Hayes, and Paul Martin for floating and help-
ing where we needed it. Thanks to Jenna Leffring for helping us find her brother in 
law Bradley to be the Cat N the Hat the day of the event. The kids loved him. Last 
but not least my husband Dale Roest. I had total hip replacement on February 21 
and Dale did all the shopping and errands I needed him to do for me. He does so 
much work for the club and I appreciate all he does. 
Thank you to all the sponsors and helpers who make this event possible.  Without 
you there would be no Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast . Thanks again for your 
support. 
Sincerely  
Deb Roest Green Eggs and Ham Dr. 
Seuss Breakfast  

Green Eggs and Ham Recap 
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LIFESTYLES               Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment       Pat Camp, chair  Book Review by Peggy Maniates 

Book Talk  
 

A short book discussion was held via zoom this month discussing Liane Moriarity's 
impressive book, Apples Never Fall.  The novel is a well written, multigenerational 
story; highlighting how one small action, many years ago can have a profound     
impact. The tale is expertly crafted and reminds us all of the strength and          
challenges of being a family. 
 

We look forward to seeing everyone on the 1st Thursday in April to discuss The Book Thief by 
Markus Zusak 
 

 
Coming up:  
April book  The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 
May book The Devil in the White City by EriK Larson 
June book  Me Before You by Jolo Moyes 
July Book  Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan 

 

 In February eleven of us met at Next Door. We enjoyed lively conversation and great food! 
Our April gathering will be on the 21st at Capone’s Speakeasy (794 Pine St.). We begin to gather 
and 6 PM but usually don’t order until 6:30, so feel free to join us when you can. Contact Nancy to 
let us know you’re coming so we can reserve for enough room! 
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Dear Club members, 
As was mentioned at the March meeting, now that the roof has been replaced, the board 
has been busy with our due diligence regarding the property and liability insurance for the 
club. Below you will find a summary of our current coverage and the proposal from State 
Farm. We’ve also contacted two other companies regarding coverage, but they declined to 
participate due to the age of the building. State Farm is well aware of the year the club was 
built and that it is on the Historic Building registry. 
  
After due consideration, the board is recommending that we change to the State Farm  
coverage. There is a fairly significant savings in the cost of the policies, but the main      
reason we’re recommending the change is that we cannot insure memories. If the building 
were to be totally destroyed we wouldn’t be able to replace the two items we most treasure, 
the picture of Minnie Smith and the President’s Chair. Those items are irreplaceable. The 
rest of the building itself may be possible to rebuild, but regardless of the insurance       
coverage, it is doubtful that we’d have enough money to add an elevator to make the      
second floor more usable. We have been paying for insurance that would rebuild our   
building with materials as close as possible to the original and it would look as much as 
possible like the original – without the memories attached to the current building. Would 
we be interested in doing that? 
  
While we all hope that nothing will happen to our beloved building, we need to have      
insurance in case something does happen. It is our responsibility to protect the interest of 
past and future club members as best we can with information we have. Our intention is to 
review the insurance coverage at least every two years in the future.  
 
That part was written a week ago and prepared to be sent. Meanwhile we were notified 
that we need to say whether or not we wish to renew that current policy by Monday, 
March 21 at noon. Since there was no way to have a membership vote prior to that, the 
board discussed the options and decided that we really have little choice but to cancel the 
existing policy and accept the State Farm proposal on March 21. We are sad that we didn’t 
have time to present the options to you, our members, for a vote, but we feel that as        
fiduciaries (with your financial interest in mind) and as board members elected by you, our 
members, we have the responsibility to take this action. 
 
Here are the specifics of our new coverage and the total cost of the State Farm policies. 
Coverage: Building $2,000,000 combines Property and Umbrella we currently have 
  Liability  $4,000,000  
  Business Personal Property $50,000  (tables, chairs, etc)   
             Eliminates Fine Art Coverage   
         Deductible $1,000           Cost: $6,044.00 
Workman’s Comp  
We have no employees so the State Farm Underwriter feels this policy is not needed  
 

Officers and Directors—this policy doesn’t expire until October so we will continue our 
current policy until then. 
 

The cost of our previous coverage for the first section was $8,336 if we reduced the       
property to $50,000 and dropped the fine art coverage. That had a $5,000 deductible. 
 
We will answer any questions you have at the luncheon. 
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Remember our Women of Accomplishment 
event to be held on May 14 at 9AM and 

please make plans to attend and help us honor 
three women who have devoted their time,        
attention, and energy to making Muskegon a great 
place to live, work, play, and raise a family! 
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Hostesses  Needed :  
GMWC is having The Treasured Tablescapes  event on May 11, 2022. Anyone can decorate and host a table with 
any theme like personal collections they might have or borrow, holiday, hobbies you may be interested in or any  
other tablescape of your choice. See flyer above for info. Please contact Deb Roest at 231.744.1936 or Carolyn     
Bowen at 231.780.3826 as soon as possible.  
 

We are also looking for volunteers to work the event. Call Deb or Carolyn if interested.  
 

This event is also looking for any themed baskets, or any items to put in baskets or any sponsors to support this 
event to help raise funds. Any donations would be appreciated. Please call Elisa Hopper at 231.780.8193 with any 
donations to pick up or leave donations at club and clearly mark them for Treasured Tablescapes.  
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

1 Pam Caris 
3 Kathleen Rieg-

ler 
5 Elaine Skinner 
10 Jeanine Ober 
12 Florence Stahl 

24 Kimberly Sims 
 Amy Koch 
25 Connie Bull 
29 Nancy Bierenga 


