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March 
2 Club Luncheon   12 N 

3 Virtual Book Talk   6 PM 

12 Green Eggs & Ham   10 AM 

17 BOD Meeting   12 N 

25 Newsletter Deadline 

27 Victorian Hats   2 PM 
 

April 
6 Club Luncheon   12 N 

7 Virtual Book Talk   6 PM 

20 BOD Meeting   12 N 

22 Newsletter Deadline   

24 Victorian Flowers                2 PM 
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Inside this issue: 

The President’s Pen          President, Hannah Olechnowicz 

Dear Members!  
 I cannot wait for you all to see the new finishes in the 
club! The Playfords seem like angels that waved their magic 
wands around and really made the club pop with some much needed updates inside! I 
can’t wait to meet them in person at the dedication of our “new” building that we’re 
planning for May 15.  
 I feel like we are really on a roll, and that includes our membership numbers!  
 Upcoming events include another prom dress sale this coming Saturday since 
the first one went well and we still have dresses left. We also have The Victorian Lady 
Hats event coming up in late March, as well as Green Eggs and Ham mid March.  
 The Women of Accomplishment event will be hosted in May this year to give 
us more time to be past any Covid restrictions and also to get more nominations. The 
nomination form is available on our website, as well as in this newsletter on page 5, so 
give some thought to women you know who would be a worthy nominee this year.  
 I am looking forward to seeing you all at the March luncheon! Just a reminder 
that the board has raised the cost of luncheons to $15. We will be paying more for the 
catering as the price of food products have sky-rocketed for their business as it has for 

all of us.  
    XOXO, 

  Hannah    

2021/2022 Board of Directors 
Hannah Olechnowicz, President 

Pat Camp, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Holly Nolan, Member at Large 
BOD, Activities Chair 

Audrey Link Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Our most recent new members are: 
Rachel Gorman    Phone: 231.670.9880  Email: therachelgorman@gmail.com 
 
Karen Buie-Perkins Phone: 231.855.3221 Email: karen.buie2@yahoo.com 
 

More about these two new members will be in future newsletters. 
 
Meanwhile let’s welcome more new members – our club is growing by leaps and bounds! 
 
First is Debora Green.  Debora is retired, lives in Muskegon and has two children and four          
grandchildren.  Her hobbies are ballroom dancing, family and church and she likes to volunteer for her 
community. 
 

Birthday 5-9, email Debg975@gmail.com 
Address 2117 Elwood, Muskegon MI 49444, phone 231-683-6146 
 
Next is Judy McMahon.  Judy lives in Muskegon and volunteers at Hope Project and Community Gar-
den.  Her interests are bicycling, gardening and volunteering.  She is a retired dental hygienist looking 
for ways to become more involved in her community through gardening and volunteering. 
 

Birthday 11-16, email jamcmahon9598@gmail.com 
Address 2510 Wickham Drive, Muskegon MI 49441 phone 231-215-3683 
 
Next is Kimberly Sims.  Kim lives in Muskegon with her husband Andrew and has three children.  Her 
hobbies are entertaining, travel and time with family.  She is a small business owner and community 
advocate who loves to spend time with her family. 
 

Birthday 4-22, email tetekims2@gmail.com 
Address 185 W. Barney Ave, Muskegon MI 49444 phone 231-286-9518 

Rentals        Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 

Rentals are filling nicely for the rest of the year. If you know someone who would like a   
beautiful venue for a coming event, please feel free to give them my phone number or email. 
Details are available on our website. 
 
Bling Thing went really well. Karen Farmer (the chair) enjoyed our club so much that she 
donated a humidifier for the grand piano to us! It was installed by our piano tuner on the 19th 
and will need to be filled often during the heating season. Both pianos will be tuned in April.  

Reminder that beginning at our March luncheon, the price will be $15. 
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In Days Gone By                   Karin Carlson, Historian 

 

1905 
 

     As mentioned previously, a very different club emerged at 
the turn of the century, particularly under the auspices of the state 
and national    federations. In retrospect, 1905 appears to have been 
a pivotal year as the ladies of the club turned their attention outward 
to the needs of the community. The ladies began by helping      
wherever and whenever they could, from collecting clothing ‘either 

homemade or made’ for a needy family to purchasing a sewing machine for a widow 
enabling her to support her family. Monetarily, donations were made to winterize a 
home for a very elderly woman in North Muskegon as well as finishing a farmhouse 
‘some nine miles out of town’ left in destitute condition by the accidental death of the 
husband. A $200 donation to the recently opened Hackley Hospital was used for  
surgery of a young woman with a badly fractured leg as well as that of another 
woman in dire need of surgery. 
    Following the guidance of the State Federation,  a joint Forestry and Civic       
Improvement Committee was established. The first task of the committee was that 
of  purchasing one hundred packages of flower seeds and distributing them to school        
children for the beautification of their school grounds. Distributed in April, the  
judging was to take place in September and prizes awarded. As promised, judging 
did, in fact, take place in September with First Prize of $10 awarded to Pillsbury 
School and Second Prize of $5 awarded to McLaughlin School. The prize money, 
awarded in gold coins, was to be used for further improvement of the school 
grounds. 
   Last but not least, the ladies again turned their attention to the problem of juvenile   

delinquency. They tackled the problem with a unanimous resolution that was then      

presented to the Common Council imploring council members to establish a Juvenile 

Court to deal with the problem of delinquency. This was the second of many such        

resolutions that would be passed and forwarded to the Common Council as the     

ladies unleashed their newfound power. 
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LIFESTYLES               Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment              Pat Camp, chair 

Book Talk  
Due to fewer people who are able to attend our regular meetings, we’ve decided 
to try virtual meetings. To get the link to Zoom, contact Pat. She will email  
details. Peggy Maniates will review our books in coming newsletters, so if you 
are unable to join us you can still read the books that interest you. Zoom    
meetings will be held on the first Thursday of each month at 6PM. 

 

Coming up:  
March book  Northern Spy  by Flynn Berry 
April book  The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 
May book The Devil in the White City by EriK Larson 
June book  Me Before You by Jolo Moyes 
July Book  Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan 

 

 In February eleven of us met at Kitchen 794. We enjoyed lively conversation and great food! 
 Our March meeting will be on the 10th at Next Door (next to Pints and Quarts on Henry and   
Norton. We begin to gather and 6 PM but usually don’t order until 6:30, so feel free to join us when 
you can. Contact Nancy to let us know you’re coming so we can reserve for enough room! 
 Our Prom Dress sale went well for a first event, in spite of strong wind and cold temps. The 
first weekend we cleared about $200. Thank you to Dianne Buck and Barbara Wagenmaker, we also 
had a lot of fun. Sharon Beck worked hard to touch base at all the area high schools. Since we still 
have quite a number of dresses to sell and since there were no rentals this week so we could leave the 
ballroom all set up, Dianne, Barb, and Nancy will hold a final sale day on Saturday, the 26th from 11 
to 3PM. We plan to repeat this event next year, so if you have access to dresses that you’d like to 
donate, please save them for us with that in mind. We also have Lou with her jewelry (that makes 
great gifts) and a couple seamstresses participating. 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

19 Rosalie Mancier 
 Stacey Ruwe 
20 Bethany Brown 
22 Susan Nielsen 
24 Bonnie Kellogg 
25 Sandy Wellington 
27 Lindy Olechnowicz 
30 Jenny Hammond 

Happy Birthday! 


