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February 
3 Book Talk at The Lake House  6 PM 

4-5 Bling Thing (Friends of Hackley Library Event)  
at the club 

16 BOD Meeting   12 N 

19 Newsletter Deadline 

25-26 Prom Dress Sale   TBA 
 

March 
2 Club Luncheon   12 N 

3 Book Talk at the Lake House  6 PM 

12 Green Eggs & Ham   10 AM 

17 BOD Meeting   12 N 

19 Women of Accomplishment  9 AM 

25 Newsletter Deadline 

27 Victorian Hats   2 PM 
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The President’s Pen                      President-Elect, Pat Camp 

Hello GMWC - 
 

 I'm so glad to officially be back from my maternity leave. Vera is doing great and will 
not stop growing! Motherhood is quite the title, and I've got a lot to learn yet, but Luke and I 
are loving every minute of it!  
 

 We have lots of exciting things happening at the club - mainly with the interior of the 
building. The Playford's are busy working away on the ballroom, and from the few pictures 
I've seen, it's going to be absolutely stunning when they are finished! We are so grateful for 
everyone's support over the years, but also to these new donors and now members for their 
generosity and passion for restoring historic buildings like ours. I can't wait to show it off this 
Spring to even more people.  
 

 Green Eggs and Ham is coming up, I urge you to volunteer or attend the event - it is 
so much fun for both kids and adults! We have several sponsors already, and we’ll start          
advertising soon. 

  Hannah    

2021/2022 Board of Directors 
Hannah Olechnowicz, President 

Pat Camp, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Holly Nolan, Member at Large 
BOD, Activities Chair 

Audrey Link Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Our most recent new members are: 
Jamie Wright 
1537 Vesta 
Muskegon, MI 49445 
989.386.9221 
jamiewright613@gmail.com  
 
Cloey Buzzell 
5672 Cady Rd 
Twin Lake, MI 49457 
231.670.7020 
Cloey.buzzell22@gmail.com 
 
More about these two new members will be in future newsletters. 

Rentals        Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 

We’re very excited to host the Friends of Hackley Library for their annual fundraiser Bling 
Thing! on February 4 and 5. It’s great to have a good working relationship with our          
neighbors. Please be sure to support this fundraiser (and it will give you a chance to see the 
“new” ballroom at the same time!). 
 
We’re taking reservations for the rest of the year. If you know someone who would like a 
beautiful venue for a coming event, please feel free to give them my phone number or email. 
Details are available on our website. 

As announced at the December luncheon, the board has determined the need to increase the luncheon 
price to $15 each month. Staci Geiger, our treasurer, reported that we have been losing money on the 
luncheon every month due to our policy of free lunch for guests and paying people to do cleanup. We 
pay $12 to the caterer for each meal we order, so we needed to find a way to even out the profit/loss 
of the monthly luncheons. We chose not to end the policy of free guests because we believe that it is   
important to the future of our club to encourage members to bring guests. And, since it is almost    
always board members who stay to clean-up, we feel a need to keep having someone paid to help with 
dishes and finish cleaning. Beginning at our March luncheon, the price will be $15. 
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In Days Gone By                   Karin Carlson, Historian 

 

Days Gone By 
Strength in Numbers 

 

 Following a suitable period of mourning, the club slowly returned to   
business as usual as there was much to be done. The first order of business 
was filing legal Articles of Association defining the purpose of Muskegon 
Woman’s Club as ‘an organization open to all women of full age (some will 

remember the Amy Shaffer debacle earlier) residing in Muskegon County.’ Over time, the 
original Articles of Association have been updated and refiled and remain with us yet        
today. 
     Ever true to its founding principle, the club continued its practice of an annual 
course of study replete with informative papers written by members accompanied by    
relevant music and art with one major difference. After seven long years, the dreaded 
Pronunciation Committee had been discontinued attesting to the progress achieved by 
the club women. The course of study chosen for 1905-1906 was the Art of Florence from 
1250 through the sixteenth century.  
     With their developing sense of self-confidence, a subtle change occurred in the 
activities of the club particularly under the auspices of the Michigan Federation of   
Women’s Clubs as the ladies shifted their focus to improving the surrounding            
community. No longer timid and unsure, they recognized the strength of their number 
and became a force to be reckoned with as the Mayor and Common Council soon realized. 
     A major point of contention at that time was the issue of eighth grade in the public 
school system which had been discontinued by the Board of Education deeming it        
redundant and unnecessary. While everyone in town had their own opinion on the      
matter, the ladies of the club made sure that theirs was heard by formally petitioning the 
School Board to re-instate it. The Board did, in fact, respond by making eighth grade   
optional in 1906 and finally re-instating it in 1907. 
     Flushed with success, the ladies turned their attention to the problem of juvenile 
delinquency, a perennial problem due to the plethora of pool halls and billiard rooms that 
lined the streets of downtown. Local youth much preferred the pool halls and billiard 
rooms to the confines of a classroom. What spurred the ladies to action was the failure of 
the local constabulary to enforce the existing law prohibiting minors from frequenting 
such dens of iniquity. They formally petitioned the Common Council to ensure that the 
law was enforced which worked for a while.  
     

This was but a prelude – the  best is yet to come. 
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Bling Thing is Back at a New Location 
 

Bling Thing is back at an exciting new location! The event will be held at the Greater Muskegon 
Woman’s Club, 280 W. Webster Ave., on Friday Feb. 4, from 5 to 8 p.m. and Saturday, Feb. 5, 10 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.    
 
This popular sale of fashion and fine jewelry and accessories is presented by the Friends of Hackley 
Public Library. All proceeds benefit library programs and activities throughout the year. 
 
Open to the public on both days, participants can purchase jewelry, purses, scarves, and other items 
that have been donated by the community. Estate sale professional Sherry Kelley has given her time 
and expertise for many years to help assess and price donated jewelry. According to Sherry, this 
year’s event features the best selection of gold, silver, and exceptional quality costume jewelry ever 
seen at Bling Thing.  
 
On Friday, a $10 donation at the door includes wine, chocolates and an opportunity to shop from 5 
p.m. to 8 p.m.   
 
The sale continues on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The floor will close at noon and reopens at 
12:15 p.m., when everything will be discounted 50 percent. This is the perfect time to stock up for 
your craft work, purchase jewelry for grandchildren, and grab some real bargains for yourself! 
Biggby Coffee will provide complimentary coffee and hot chocolate. 
 
An active group of community volunteers, the Friends of Hackley Public Library supports free    
programs for children and adults at the library throughout the year. Adult programs focus on       
history, literature, music, and other topics of interest to the community, as well as technology     
classes and author visits. The funds also support the annual Charles Hackley Distinguished Lecture 
in the Humanities held each spring.  
 
Over the years, Friends has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars to enhance and restore areas 
throughout the 131-year-old historic building.   
 
Except for a hiatus last year, Bling Thing raises more than $10,000 annually for Hackley Library. 
We need your support more than ever this year, and the selection of jewelry is our best yet.  We 
hope to see you at the Woman’s Club on February 4 and 5! 

 
Bling Thing 2022 

 

February 4 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. presale—$10 incl. wine and chocolate 
 

February 5 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 

at the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 
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As 2021 draws to a close, it does so in a world that looks different. Today’s world is more aware, more 
cautious, and in tune to vulnerabilities we all face. We learned, in part, that certainties are not always 
certain. We learned that our systems and our processes depend largely upon human connections. We 
became more resilient, as people and as a society, and our flexibility increased as we did our work in  
different ways. 
  
Every Woman’s Place, specifically, improved upon safety in the delivery of services. We embraced   
technology and made full use of the space we have. We deepened our reach to survivors, making sure 
their needs were met. During 2021, we were in the beginning stages of a Transitional Supportive   
Housing Program to give survivors support that promotes sustainable solutions. We encouraged and 
continue to encourage survivors to protect themselves – their physical health – in all ways.  
  
What transformed over the past 12 months has 
taken hard work, commitment and a             
willingness to adapt to changing circumstances 
at a moment’s notice. Our efforts are mirrored 
in the lives of the individuals we serve. Clients 
are embracing housing stability and the ability 
to work toward their goals. Many are gainfully 
employed and are reaching out to our            
community resources for support.  
  
As we enter 2022, we are ready to take on the 
challenges that are likely to come. We are ready 
to move services forward, expanding them 
when the need arises so that all individuals in 
our community can live the life they choose, 
violence-free. We invite you along on this   
journey of healing and continued                
transformation. It is a journey we are all        
traveling to some degree, and together, we can 
lessen the burden for all.  
  
Wishing you all a safe and prosperous New Year! 
Kim Dimmett, Executive Director 

Every Woman’s Place is our Philanthropy Project for this Year 

This letter from EWP just missed last month’s newsletter. 
They asked we include it this month. 
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LIFESTYLES               Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment              Pat Camp, chair 

Book Talk  
We meet the first Thursday of most months at 6PM at The Lake House. (Note 
the location where you may have dinner, just dessert, just a beverage, or all). 
We’d love to have you join us at our meetings whether or not you’ve had time 
to read the book. 

 

Coming up:  
February book Apples Never Fall by Liane Moraity  
March book  Northern Spy  by Flynn Berry 
April book  The Book Thief  by Markus Zusak 
May book The Devil in the White City by EriK Larson 
June book  Me Before You by Jolo Moyes 
July Book  Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan 

 

 January Dine Out was at Wonderland Distillery in Lakeside. There were 12 of us there,   
including our newest member and one guest! In February we’ll meet on the 10th at 6 PM at Kitchen 
794. We begin to gather and 6 PM but usually don’t order until 6:30, so feel free to join us when you 
can. Contact Nancy to let us know you’re coming so we can reserve for enough room! 
 
 Sharon Beck and Nancy Bierenga are planning a Prom Dress sale at the club on Feb. 25-26. 
Details will be announced in the February newsletter as well as on Facebook. If you have prom 
dresses you would be willing to donate to the club, please get hold of Sharon or Nancy about pick-up 
or when you can bring them to the club. We will be selling them at very reasonable prices as a     
service to the young people in our area. Plans are in the works to also have one or two prom dress 
retailers from the area and an alterations specialist participate. The winter date is set so we can make 
the dresses available in time for spring proms. 
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Additional Sponsors to be announced 

Mercy Health 
Shafer Attorneys 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

2 JoAnne Butts 
8 Ashley Schonatala 
12 Dianne Buck 
13 Christine Robere 
17 Cindy Maurer 
26 Jamie Wright 

February Birthdays 


