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You’ll Want to Know...
The President’s Pen

President-Elect, Pat Camp
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Dear Club Members,
Hannah is feeling good and looking great. She is back from maternity leave as of January 1! We
will be seeing more pictures of our Vera Monroe. Hannah will need all our support going forward to
2022. She will be calling on many of us as so much is happening at the club. Thank you all again for the
help and support as I filled in for Hannah. I will be again looking for all your special gifts in June!
We had a great turn out for our December Luncheon hearing all about the “Journey of the Roof”.
Mike Megna from West Michigan Roofing told us about replacing those tiles. We enjoyed a slide
presentation with help of Elisa Hopper on the projector. A BIG surprise was the special presentation of
a check from West Michigan Roofing for $1125.30. They had sold the copper from the project and
gave us the proceeds. We stored a few old tiles and the excess of the new for replacement if needed.
How exciting that with the roof completed we are all set to start on the flooring in the foyer and the
parlor, as well as the stairs—that will all be done in January. It may take a little longer to see the
special tile work in the entry completed.
Our special benefactors, Brad and Kathleen Playford, contractors’ work on the ballroom will begin
Dec 20. Christmas decorations have given our Club a lovely ambience. We will be taking them down
Dec 19 to make sure all is ready to start on flooring and the work on the Ballroom on the 20th.
Just a reminder the Club is closed January as the contracting work takes place. We look forward to
hosting the Hackley Library BLING fundraiser in February!!!!!
Thanks to Deb and Carolyn who did a beautiful job for the “Evening by Candlelight”. December 8th
was a special evening with beautiful tablescapes—a great way to remember the season!
Nancy is hard at work growing our membership!! Please let her know
if you have someone to contact.
Thank you all for the work and support of our mission. Please
remember our philanthropy this year is Every Woman’s Place. Our next
luncheon will be in March - reminder that the cost for lunches will be $15
beginning that month. We do want to continue to have you bring guests. The
increase in price will allow us to continue to have potential member/guests
free of charge for their first meeting with us.

2022
Happy
New Year

The Board of Directors joins me in wishing each of you a very
Merry Christmas, Happy Hannukah, and Blessed New Year!

Pat
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January
The club will be closed for new flooring and other
renovations during January. If you need access,
please contact Pat or Nancy.
19 BOD in the Tea Room (if needed)
12 N
23 Newsletter articles due
5 PM
February
3 Book Talk at The Lake House
6 PM
4-5 Bling Thing (Friends of Hackley Library Event)
at the club
16 BOD Meeting
12 N
19 Newsletter Deadline
25-26 Prom Dress Sale
TBA
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Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members
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Our long-time member Jean Pataky has moved to assisted living in Kalamazoo, near her sister. Jean’s
new address is:
Jean Pataky
8170 Vineyard Parkway
Kalamazoo, MI 49009
Please consider sending Jean a card or note to encourage her. It appears she will not be returning to
Muskegon.
As announced at the December luncheon, the board has determined the need to increase the luncheon
price to $15 each month. Staci Geiger, our treasurer, reported that we have been losing money on the
luncheon every month due to our policy of free lunch for guests and paying people to do cleanup. We
pay $12 to the caterer for each meal we order, so we needed to find a way to even out the profit/loss
of the monthly luncheons. We chose not to end the policy of free guests because we believe that it is
important to the future of our club to encourage members to bring guests. And, since it is almost
always board members who stay to clean-up, we feel a need to keep having someone paid to help with
dishes and finish cleaning. Beginning at our March luncheon, the price will be $15.

Rentals

Nancy Bierenga, chair
We’re very excited to host the Friends of Hackley Library for their annual fundraiser Bling
Thing! on February 4 and 5. It’s great to have a good working relationship with our
neighbors. Please be sure to support this fundraiser (and it will give you a chance to see the
“new” ballroom at the same time!).

Celebration Time!

Pat Camp and Nancy Bierenga
If you were unable to attend the December luncheon, you may not have heard the biggest
news of the year—at least following the new roof!
Over the last couple months, we have met with Brad and Kathleen Playford, who purchased
and are renovating the Hackley Administration building (renamed Hackley Square by Reset
Ventures, the new owners). They are also interested in making sure the rest of the historical block
is restored and as such talked with Pat about helping the club.
Kathleen has extensive interior design experience with historic homes they own in several
cities. She does all her work with an effort to be authentic to the building’s history. Once the plans
were mostly complete, Pat and I were thrilled to present the plan to the board of directors in
November and then Pat presented it to the membership at the December luncheon. This will be a
total renovation of all the water damaged parts of the ballroom. They will replace the acoustic tiles
on the ceiling with drywall, the current chandeliers will be rehung, the walls will be repaired and
will have wallpaper from the chair rail to the crown molding, the rest of the walls and trim will be
painted, there will be accent paint on the plaster relief around the stage. The worn-out carpet on
the stage access stairs will be removed and they will be repaired and painted. The railing on the
balcony will be raised so we can actually allow use of the balcony. There will be new window
coverings (the current curtains will be washed and hung in the parlor and cloak room) and
matching gold stage curtains will be hung.
Thanks to the Playfords, all of that will be done at no cost to the club! The construction
manager is committed to getting everything done between Dec. 20 and the end of January, so we
will have no January rentals at the club. He loves the club, has experience with historic buildings,
and the trust of the Playfords, so we’re excited to have him leading the crew.
The Board has voted to give Brad and Kathleen a life-time membership as a token of our
thanks.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

1905
A Very Different Club
The turn of the century revealed a very different group of club ladies from
the early members in search of knowledge and self-improvement. As the ladies
studied and labored, a subtle change was taking place resulting in a group of
confident, self-assured ladies very much aware of their potential for effecting
needed change, not only in the club, but also in the community. It became
apparent that they had realized their aspirations and could now expand their
collective horizon while continuing the work of the club.
But, first things first. As described in last month’s column, the work of the
club was put aside when the city was cast into deep mourning at the sudden death of beloved
benefactor, Charles Hackley. Little did they know then what further sorrow the year would
bring when scarcely seven months later, Honorary Member, Julia Hackley, succumbed to
illness, passing away on August 21, 1905. And once again the city was cast into mourning
at the loss of the beneficent, much-loved lady. Once more the work of the club was suspended as a Resolution of Death was drafted and spread upon the pages of the club.
To the Board of Directors of the Muskegon Woman’s Club:
God’s finger rested upon her and she slept:
Mrs. Julia Esther Hackley, whose death occurred at her home August 21st of 1905, became a member
of Muskegon Woman’s Club in 1896, but her health not permitting regular attendance and work, she
was made the first Honorary Member of the club April 1st, 1898,and her interest in the club and
generous gifts to the club will always remain a loving tribute to her memory and a beautiful example
to others.
We, the members of the club, would express our sorrow, as we deeply mourn the loss of a noble
woman, a true friend, and a sympathetic club member, and would tender our sincere sympathy to her
family and friends in their bereavement.
Alice M. Moon
Margaret H. Sibley
Jessie M Hammond

Gingerbread House Event

Dorothy Brink, Pam Caris, and Nancy Bierenga, the committee, would like to thank the following
members who assisted in some way with this year’s event. The work is so much easier when we
share it with friends!
Helen Albert
Pat Camp
Linda Crane
Cathy Drust
Bonnie Kellogg and her friend Sue Frazier
Audrey Link
Paula Martin
Judy McMahon
Brenda Rogers
Barbara Scott
Sandy Wellington
Thanks to Pam’s excellent work asking for donations from businesses and Dorothy’s shopping
expertise, our expenses were very low. As a result our net income was just over $3,200. Between
kits and people building houses at the event, we made about 185 houses.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp

Our Christmas Party this year was Thursday, December 16 at Northside Pub on Holton Rd.
Twelve of us had great fun visiting and exchanging such perfect gifts and enjoying the food.
In January our Dine Out will be January 20
at 6PM at Wonderland Distillery in Lakeside. If
you’d like to join us, please respond to Nancy by
Wednesday at 5PM. Even if you aren't able to be
there until 6:30, we always visit and order beverages
first, so consider being a little late instead of not
joining us at all.
Sharon Beck and Nancy Bierenga are planning a Prom Dress sale at the club on Feb. 25-26.
Details will be announced in the February newsletter as well as on Facebook. If you have prom
dresses you would be willing to donate to the club, please get hold of Sharon or Nancy about pick-up
or when you can bring them to the club. We will be selling them at very reasonable prices as a
service to the young people in our area. Plans are in the works to also have one or two prom dress
retailers from the area and an alterations specialist participate. The winter date is set so we can make
the dresses available in time for spring proms.
At our December board meeting, we enjoyed a holiday lunch together (including Hannah and little Vera).
Holly Nolan brought dessert—it was such a hit we thought you might enjoy having the recipe.

Goopy Cake
2 2/3 C flour
2 C sugar
2 tsp. salt
2 tsp. baking powder
6 T cocoa
Mix all together.
Add
2 C water
2/3 C oil
2 tsp. vanilla
Mix in
2 T. vinegar
Pour into a greased and floured 9X13 pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 40 minutes. Frost if desired, but it’s moist
and tasty without icing!

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk

Pat Camp, chair

We meet the first Thursday of most months at 6PM at The Lake House. (Note
the location where you may have dinner, just dessert, just a beverage, or all).
We’d love to have you join us at our meetings whether or not you’ve had time
to read the book.
Coming up: Dec book $500.00 House in Detroit by Drew Phelp
Jan no book talk
February book Apples Never Fall by Liane Moraity
March book Northern Spy by Flynn Berry
April book The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
May book The Devil in the White City by EriK Larson
June book Me Before You by Jolo Moyes
July Book Feminine Mystique by Betty Friedan

5

Evening by Candlelight
Deb Roest and Carolyn Bowen,
Co-chairs
Evening by Candlelight was a magical evening.
We had 70 attendees at the event. We had 10
table hostesses that decorated beautiful tables for
everyone to enjoy. Thank you Helen Alberts, Sue
Nielsen, Melody Cloud, Alisha Hopper, Audrey
Link, Stacey Cornell, Linda Traylor, Susan Tufts
and Jamie Cathcart. Without these table hosts the
event would not have taken place.
We would also like the thank the helpers for this
event including Pam Caris, Dorothy Brink, Holly
Nolan and Linda Crane. Thanks to Sandy
Wellington and Sharon Beck for helping us at the
last minute with the raffle room. Thank you to
Audrey Link for running the dinner music. Thank
you to Carol Thompson for creating and donating
the flyers, tickets and beautiful programs.
We had a lovely, tasty dinner and dessert bar
provided by Dave's Kountry Katering.
Entertainment was provided by Apeeling
Handbells from First Lutheran Church. They are
a good group. What a fun way to bring in the
holidays and they’re funny too.
Thank you to all the members that gave donations
to our raffle. The baskets and prizes were
amazing. Thank you Audrey and Carolyn and
Peggy Peckham. Caroline. I would like to give a
big shout out to Susan Tufts and Jamie
Cathcart who decorated the Polar Express table
and to Susan and Greg for donating the Lionel
train to be raffled off for our club. Thanks to Greg
and Dale for setting up and Dale for take down. It
takes a village to put on a successful event.
Thanks to all our guests and members who
support us. We can't thank you enough.
PS. This was not a created to be a fundraiser for
the club. It was an evening of holiday celebration,
but we were able to raise $721.00 at this event, so
we are very pleased with that. Proceeds will be
designated for needed building renovation.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.
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