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November 
3 Membership Luncheon  12 N 

4 Book Talk    6PM 

15 Decorate for Christmas  10AM 

17 BOD    12N 

 Gingerbread Set-up   2PM 

19-21   Gingerbread House Event  

23 Newsletter Articles Due  5PM 

December 
1 Club Luncheon Meeting  12 N 

2 Book Talk    6 PM 

8 Evening By Candlelight  6 PM 

15 BOD Meeting   12 N 

20 Newsletter Articles Due  5 PM 
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Inside this issue: 

The President’s Pen                      President-Elect, Pat Camp 

Dear Club Members, 
 We are so excited for Hannah as she welcomed baby girl Vera Monroe! We will be looking 
forward to more pictures. We love being an extended family Grandmas! 
 Please know, as President Elect, filling in until February 1, 2022 when Hannah is back, I am 
open to all suggestions and new ideas! 
 WE DID IT!!!!!!!!! Congratulations to every member that donated funds, presented our story 
and held events to make possible our NEW ROOF!!!  
 With the roofing complete, plans for the parlor and entrance foyer will also begin as well as a 
plan to complete the flooring there and in the parlor We have good news—we received funds at the 
September Luncheon to fund the carpeting for the stairs and to recover the foyer/entry floor. Doing 
that at the same time as the parlor would allow a seamless transition between those two rooms. We’re 
about $1,000-$1,500 short of doing both areas. If you’d like to add to our fund for that project, make 
your check payable to GMWC, put flooring in the memo line, and either mail it to the club or give it to 
me or to Nancy. You’ll also get a gold star on your nametag! Our members are so giving we love you 
All.  
 Those at our Leadership Orientation in September met some of newer members, professional 
graphic designer, Audrey Link (who is doing flyers), professional fund raiser, Elisa Hopper, and Master 
Gardner, Jamie Cathcart! Their abilities will be available to members hosting events for GMWC. 
 November is a time we celebrate our Veterans! We are fortunate to have several members who 
have served to keep our country safe! Member Zaneta Adams, not only a veteran, but the Director of 
the Michigan Veterans Affairs who will be the speaker at our luncheon! We will have a  5 member  
Color Guard presentation thanks to Bonnie Kellogg. We will Honor all the Veterans in attendance. 
This is a good month to invite a Veteran, just remember to let Karin have the name when you RSVP 
and with our sincere thanks we ask you to cover that Veteran’s Luncheon cost, due to the costs for the 
luncheon this month. We’re hoping to have a record crowd! 
 Nancy is hard at work growing our membership!! Please let her know if you have someone  to 
contact. Spread the news about our club to everyone! 
 Book Talk has moved to the Lake House “a little libation” with the story. See page 4 for details.  

 Thank you all for your work for OUR club and your support of our mission! 
             Remember any thoughts, ideas, (all welcome) concerns please touch base with 
Holly Nolan, our elected member representative to the Board of Directors.   

Pat 

2021/2022 Board of Directors 
Hannah Olechnowicz, President 

Pat Camp, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Holly Nolan, Member at Large 
BOD, Activities Chair 

Audrey Link Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Please help us welcome more new members to our club! 
 
First is Debora Green, who is retired, lives in Muskegon, has two children and four grandchildren.  
She enjoys ballroom dancing, family and church, and likes to volunteer for community events. 
 

Debora Green, 2117 Elwood St., Muskegon 49444 
Birthday 5-9-1959 e-mail Debg975@gmail.com  
Phone 231-683-6146 
 
Next is Brianna Scott who lives with her husband Stanley Grissom, Jr. in Norton Shores.  She has one 
child, and owns Brianna Scott & Associates PLLC on Apple Avenue.  She is involved in Rotary, the 
Chamber of Commerce, Delta Sigma Theta sorority, the Muskegon County Bar Association, the  
Michigan State Bar, the MSU Black Alumni Association 
and enjoys travel, dancing, gardening, shopping and 
reading. 
 

Brianna Scott, 6671 Windflower Way, Norton Shores 
49444 
Birthday November 20, e-mail                                       
brianna@briannascott.com  
phone 231-740-4512 
 
Next is Cindy Maurer who lives with her husband Jim in North Muskegon and works at Coldwell 
Banker     Woodland Schmidt.  She has one child, belongs to real estate organizations and the 
Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce, and enjoys gardening, travel, boating, family and pets. 
 

Cindy Maurer, 1413 Ruddiman, North Muskegon 49445 
Birthday February 17, e-mail Cindy.m.maurer@gmail.com  
phone 231-343-3816  

Remember to pick up your copy of the new 
yearbook at the November luncheon or if you 
can’t be there, ask a friend to drop off your 
copy—that will save us the cost of mailing it 
to you. For those out of town or unable to 
attend luncheons, we will mail you a       
yearbook at your request to Karin. 

 Congratulations to        
President Hannah and Luke 

Olechnowicz on the birth of Vera 
Monroe on October 12. She was 
7#15 oz., 21.5” long. Mother and 

baby are doing well.  
 

Congratulations also to 
our other members, 
Brenda Rogers, Joe 

Rogers, and Lindy and 
Bruno Olechnowicz, 
who are Vera’s “real” 

grandparents. 
 

We’re so excited for all 
of you and wish you 

great blessing and joy 
in your new adventure! 

mailto:Debg975@gmail.com
mailto:brianna@briannascott.com
mailto:Cindy.m.maurer@gmail.com
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In Days Gone By                    Karin Carlson, Historian 

 Mary Stewart  
In Her Own Words 

 

    1904 was an historic year in Muskegon in so many ways, making it difficult to leave it behind, 
especially because part of that early history is now coming to an end. It was on May 17, 1904 that 
the new state-of-the-art Hackley Hospital was dedicated, a gift from local philanthropist, Charles 
H. Hackley, to the residents of his adopted hometown. And now, after 117 years of continuous  
service to the community, this venerable institution has become a victim of the wrecking ball, 
obliterating a fundamental staple in our lives. Sometimes change is hard.  
   On a less somber note, the year 1904 marked the genesis of a tradition familiar to all of us, as 
well as club women around the world – the Collect for Club Women. A collect is a short prayer. The 
word itself derives from the Latin word, collecta, meaning a gathering together of the people. 
Throughout the world today, many churches begin their worship service with a special Collect, a 
collective prayer of petition. 
   The Collect for Club Women, used by women’s clubs the world over, was written in 1904 by a 
young woman named Mary Stewart. Just out of college and beginning her first year as a high 
school principal in Longmont, Colorado, she was known to be a little bundle of energy, dignity, 
and personal charm. 
    Mary belonged to the Fortnightly Club and was also part of the rapidly growing women’s club 
movement sweeping the nation; she felt (hoped) that her prayer might provide a sense of unity and 
purpose to her fellow club members. And so, she offered her prayer for publication. It was         
originally published in the perennially popular magazine, The Delineator, published by Butterick 
Pattern Company. 
   In Mary’s words, “It was written as a prayer for the day. I called it a Collect for Club Women     
because I felt that women working together with wide interests for large ends was a new thing 
under the sun, and that perhaps they had a need for a special petition and meditation of their own. 
This must have been true because the Collect has found its way around the world wherever     
English-speaking women gather together. It has been reprinted in many forms in many lands.” 
     The first organization to adopt the Collect for Club Women was the General Federation of   
Women’s Clubs and quickly spread nationwide. Soon it was being used by women’s groups around 
the world. It was read into the Congressional Record in 1949, and has also been set to music.     
Today we honor Mary Stewart and her Collect for Club Women ~ a beautiful prayer that lives on 
wherever women’s clubs gather. 



4  LIFESTYLES               Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment              Pat Camp, chair 

Book Talk  
 The November meeting will be on the 4th . We will meet at 6PM at The Lake 
House. (Note the location where you may have dinner, just dessert, 
just a     beverage, or all) . We’d love to have you join us this month 
whether or not you’ve had time to read the book. 
 

November 4 Summer on the Bluffs by Sunny Hostin 
 We will also choose books for the next several months. 

Chairs Deborah Roest and Carolyn 
Bowen are looking for volunteers for 
the committee for Evening of Elegance 
(note the date change for the event—it 
will now be on Wednesday, Dec. 8, due 
to a catering conflict for Dave’s). They 
also need more people to help with set-
up and clean-up after the event as well 
as more sponsors and door prizes/
auction items. 
Please contact either of them if you 
would like to help! 
The final decision will be made by   
November 6. 

 Dine Out at The Valkyrie was really fun. The food was interesting, tasty, and presented 
nicely. Looking ahead, on Nov. 11 at 6 PM we’ll meet at Burl & Sprig in Muskegon. Please let me 
know by noon that day if you’re able to join us. 
 Our Christmas Party this year will be on Thursday, December 16 at Northside Pub on 
Holton Rd, at 6PM. We will order off the menu. I’ve reserved for 16, but we can change that 
number based on RSVPs—due by the 15th at 5PM. Plan on a gift exchange with $15-$20 gifts. 
 

 In addition to going out for dinner, we have gathered at the club to make crafts to sell at 
the Artisan Market. Since we aren’t doing the market at the club this year, we will participate in 
the Mona Lake Boating Club Holiday Shopping Frenzy. Cathy Drust will chair this event. We 
will contact everyone once we find a day we can work on more crafts to sell. Our presence at craft 
sales will also raise awareness of our club, so win/win. 
 We will be decorating for Christmas (to be ready for Gingerbread on Nov. 19) on     
Monday, Nov. 15 at 10AM. We’d love to have help even if you are not usually dining with us!  
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

Pat Camp     1 
Peggy Peckham    13 
Connie Klug    16 
Judy McMahon    16 
Brianna Scott    20 
Marcia Fortin    24 
Linda Traylor    24 
Martha McKinney 26   


