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You’ll Want to Know...

Volume XIII, Issue 7

The President’s Pen

President, Hannah Olechnowicz

Dear Club Members,
We are at an all-time high on membership right now with 117
members!!! We’ve hovered around 100 for years and to have this many is
so exciting for so many reasons. I know you can’t see me, but I am smiling from ear to ear –
THANK YOU to each and every one of you who have chosen to be part of this club, we are
forever grateful for your support! And as a friendly reminder your annual membership is due by
July 1st and I hope we can see a majority of renewals so we can kick start our new year with 117
members!
If you haven’t been to the club lately, you will be happy to know that West Michigan
Roofing has started our project and things are going smoothly so far. The roofers mentioned
that they will have to “break a few eggs before they can bake the cake and eat it too”, meaning it
is a construction site, so things are messy, there is dust and lots of noise. They are taking
pictures along the way, so once they’re finished, we’ll have those for our history books. We
don’t know exactly when they’ll be finished because of things like weather and other variables,
but they seem to be moving along very quickly!
During the month of June, our board of directors met for our annual strategic retreat.
At this meeting we determine the upcoming calendar, budget, committees, and other details.
We have an exciting year ahead and I hope you all can find something to be a part of. I am
encouraging those who normally just attend events to simply get involved and volunteer a bit
more. We have a lot of the same individuals doing the same things and I think it is safe to say
that some of us are tired! We would love to see some new faces joining the forces to make our
events even better!
We don’t have a luncheon in July but I hope you all are having a
nice summer now that it is finally here. I hope to see you all at the
August 4th Picnic at Snug Harbor Park. It will be a catered meal
gathering at 6pm and food at 6:30pm! There won’t be a program, but
event chairs and board members will have an opportunity to let you know
of their committee needs for the coming year.

XOXO,

Hannah O.

2021/2022 Board of Directors
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MEMBER CARE

Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members

Please help us welcome more new members!

Volume XII, Issue 7

First is Carrie Green. She is a snowbird and lives in Florida during the winter. Her hiusband’s name
is Bradley and she has five children. She belongs to the VFW, Wyndemers Country Club and enjoys
reading, gardening, travel, music, learning and philanthropy. She grew up in Muskegon and is a
medical student and creative thinker who is on several committees in Florida. She is an advocate at a
shelter for abused and trafficked women. She is a veteran, a patent holder and her passion is helping
others to live a better life through healthy living and life choices. She enjoys educating others on how
to change their lives financially as well.
Carrie Green, 849 Wyndemere Way, Naples FL 34105
Phone 239-300-8146, birthday September 6
cgreen@greenace.com
Next is Amy Koch (pronounced Cook). Amy lives in Muskegon with her husband, Jonathon and has
two children. She owns Willow Roots Design and her hobbies are painting, renovating homes and
furniture, cooking, travel and swimming in beautiful water!
Amy Koch, 504 Houston Ave, Muskegon 49441
616-450-8642 birthday 4-24-74, email amykoch424@gmail.com

Next is Peggy Maniates, who lives in Norton Shores with her husband George. She has three children.
Peggy belongs to Rotary and enjoys reading, history, cooking and cake decorating. She is employed at
the USS Silversides Submarine Museum at 1346 Bluff Street (we should all go for a tour!)
Peggy Maniates, 2124 Forest Park Road, Norton Shores 49441
616-604-6941, work 231-755-1230, cell 773-350-6866
email Margaret.Hennelly.Maniates@gmail.com

It is the policy of our Board of Directors to notify the membership by email when one of our
members has a loss in their family. This can only happen when we’re informed of the loss,
either by the member themselves or by one of their friends. Please be sure to help us care for
our members by contacting Karin or another member of the Member Care Committee if you
know any of these details! In addition, it would be very helpful if you know of a member
that doesn’t have access to email if you could call them with information like this.
Reminder from the Membership Committee, your 2021-2022 dues are payable during the
month of June and, in order to be included in the yearbook, they are due by July 15. If you
joined during the last 3 months, you are paid through the next club year. We are really
hoping to get the new Yearbook printed and ready to distribute at our first meeting of the
new fiscal year—our August picnic. In order for that to happen, we need to have it print
ready by the beginning of the last week of July, before the ISD is busy with Back-to-School
printing.
Karin will be calling those we haven’t heard from beginning in early July.
You may Venmo dues to @President-GreaterMuskegonWoman (ignore the request for the
last four of our phone number to verify as long as you see the picture of the club on the ID
page), or you may mail a check to the club. We can also accept credit card payments to
Hannah, but there is an additional charge to us for that., so we must pass that charge on to
you and ask you to pay $101 and you will need to call or text Hannah for arrangements.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
Cooking Classes for Young Girls

Finally, after the frantic activities of the state convention and clubhouse dedication, the
ladies of the club breathed a collective sigh of relief and life returned to normal. Yet, through
all that frenetic activity, an amazing transformation had taken place. Like butterflies
emerging from their chrysalis, these once timid, genteel ladies had transformed into strong,
determined women. And, like emerging butterflies, they flexed their wings and soared to
new heights, particularly the Educational and Domestic Science Committee. As a service to
the community, they decided to offer a cooking class for working girls at the clubhouse.
As it was an era of limited prospects for young women of the working classes other than
marriage, teaching, or secretarial work, many became housekeepers for the affluent members
of the community. A cooking class would enhance their housekeeping skills.
Due to space constraints in the clubhouse kitchen, only twelve girls could be accommodated at a time. Miss Lange was hired as the instructor, and each student was charged 5 cents
to cover the cost of class materials.
The first series of twelve classes was held from October 1903 through January 1904. As
thirty girls had enrolled for classes, a second series of classes was held from January through
April 1904.
The classes were discontinued once Hackley Manual Training School, the very first
vocational high school in the state, began teaching Domestic Science classes.
On a personal note, how many of you, Dear Readers, were fortunate enough to have taken
Home Economics at Hackley Manual?
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp

July 20, 6PM at The Deck Dine Out is BAAAACK! Please let me know if you will be joining us
(231.730.0887 or nancy.f.b2020@gmail.com). Do know that it is louder there than in past years,
but it is also pretty exciting and there is a lot more outdoor seating.
Hopefully we can set future dates and places and maybe even find someone willing to coordinate
future Dine Outs while we’re together.

Did You Know?
That Harding’s Market in North Muskegon will donate a portion of what you spend to your
favorite non-profit?
All you need to do is enter your phone number in the payment machine each time you shop
and the more you spend, the higher the reward (up to 4%!). Go to Hardings.com, click on
Community Rewards, fill out your information, and choose the Greater Muskegon
Woman’s Club from the drop down list! Harding’s does the rest.
We also receive donations from Amazon Smile as a result of every purchase made by some
of our members! Another painless way to help us out!

BOARD ACTIONS:
At our June board retreat, we approved a few minor tweaks to the Bylaws, set the calendar for the
coming year, and fixed the budget for fiscal year 21-22. Copies of the budget and the Bylaw revisions
will be available at the picnic in August. They will also go out with the August newsletter and the
bylaw changes will be voted on at the September luncheon meeting, Following that we will have
printed copies available for all members who would like one.
We also decided to begin the year with a mandatory meeting for all event chairs and current board
members. In addition, we would encourage anyone who might consider future board or chair positions
to attend and explore with us the responsibilities and fun available. Watch for an email announcing the
date for that meeting (in early September).

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk is back! The July meeting will be on the 8th due to the holiday.
We will meet at 6PM at the club. We had some new members at the June
discussion and had a great time together. We’d love to have you join us this
month whether or not you’ve had time to read the book.
July
August

The Bookshop on the Corner by Jenny Colgate
The Storied Life of AJ Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin
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JUNK TO JEWELS REVIEW
Chairs Sharon Beck & Dianne Buck
This year was a great success due to all of the hard work of our committee, Pam Caris,
Sandy Wellington, Barb Wagenmaker, and Marian Michalski and also our volunteers,
Linda Crane, Paula Martin, Laura Martin, Cindy Falkowski, Dorothy Brink, and many
others who donated items.
This year we donated our left-over jewelry to the Muskegon Library who puts on Bling
as a fund raiser.
From our sale on Friday and Saturday we brought in a total of $1916.40.
We had an expense of $130.95 (for advertising), leaving us a total profit of $1785.45.
The committee suggested and the board approved that we will take a break for at least
next year and try out a different fund raiser.

Dear Member,
It is that time of year again. Membership dues of $100.00 are payable for the 2021—2022 club year. You
may also pay half of your dues now and the remainder in January.
Dues may be paid beginning at our May meeting, and checks should be made out to GMWC. As we have
done in the past, your checks will be deposited on July 1st so that they correspond to the new fiscal year.

All dues should be remitted by July 1, 2021 in order to continue as a member in good standing and to be
included in the 2021-2022 yearbook. Checks may be placed in the Member Care mailbox in the office or
mailed to:
GMWC, 280 W. Webster Avenue, Muskegon, MI 49440

Attention: Membership

Should you have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate to contact me. I will be happy to hear from you.
With kindest regards,
Karin Carlson,
Member Care Committee
karinc1146@yahoo.com

231.788.3050

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

July Birthdays
1
2
7
14
16
17
23
24
26

Peggy Peckham
27 Carolyn Bowen
Laura Martin
31 Joan Schmidt
Marian Michalski
Suzanne Hayes
Mary Rop
Melissa Slorf
Jill Mathews
Kay Meyers
Kay Olthoff
Karen Bednarek

