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May 
2 Princess Tea   1PM 

5 Membership Luncheon  12N 

12 Holiday Tables   6PM 

14 Past President’s Luncheon  1PM 

15 Women of Accomplishment  9AM 

16-21 Junk to Jewels   TBA 

19 BOD Meeting   12N 

21 Newsletter Articles Due   

June 
2 Installation Meeting                6:30PM 

3 Book Talk    6PM 

16 BOD Meeting/Retreat 

18 Newsletter Articles Due 
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The President’s Pen              President, Hannah Olechnowicz 

Dear Club Members, 
 Happy Spring everyone! May is a VERY busy month this year.  
 Our May 5 luncheon is going to be a very special one for a number 
of reasons. We will be honoring two very special members, Dolores       
Brondyke and Kay Ostrom. We’ve invited some of their family members to join us for this lunch so 
we can all cherish the many memories and major impact they’ve had on the club during their years of 
service. We will not have a business meeting, but rather just enjoy visiting and honoring these two 
very special ladies. We will also be taking the time to give out 2020 membership awards as well as 
2021 awards. This lunch will be a bit longer than normal, but I hope to see you all there.  
 A few other things to note for the month of May. We have our Princess Tea on May 2, Covid 
Vaccination Clinic on May 3, All Holiday Revue on May 12, Women of Accomplishment May 15, and 
Junk to Jewels May 21 & 22! All that in addition to our luncheon and Mother’s Day!  
 Also happening in May is the beginning phases of construction on the roof replacement! If 
you were at the last luncheon you know that the quote did increase by about $13,000 because of the 
cost of lumber, but we all know that we can’t wait any longer. The entire month of May will likely be 
prep work, so yes, noise, dust, dumpsters and being inconvenienced when you come to the club is 
probable. Please have patience and grace as we work through the construction phase, it will all be 
worth it in the end!  
 At our last board meeting we talked about a priority list for projects inside the building. 
Once the roof is done, I think we’ll have a better idea of where to start on the inside. We are guessing 
the ballroom ceiling paint will get worse as they work on the roof, so that will likely be first. We also 
talked about other high priority items including the replacement of the flooring in the entry way, the 
staircase carpet, air conditioning, the coat room wall paper and ceiling and  eventually tackling the 
parlor.  
 One last update that is most exciting for me is that I will be having my first baby! The official 
due date is October 7, but we’ll see what the actual delivery day ends up being. Luke and I are very 
excited and we won’t be finding out the gender until delivery. I’m four months pregnant right now 
and feel so lucky to have felt normal this entire time! I’ve heard some awful stories about morning 
sickness, which thankfully I haven’t had any of!  
 I’m very much looking forward to May and all of our exciting things happening! Please reach 

out to me if you have any questions or concerns.   

 XOXO,    Hannah O. 

2020/2021 Board of Directors 
Hannah Olechnowicz, President 

Pat Camp, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Holly Nolan, Member at Large 
Hannah and Nancy, Activities Chair 

Hannah O., Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Please help us welcome new members! 
 
First is Jenna Leffring, who lives in Muskegon and enjoys music, crafting, traveling, reading, 
spending time with friends and family and shopping.  She heard about our club from being in 
musical events held there as a child. 
 

Jenna Leffring, 1386 S Quarterline Road, Muskegon 49442 
231-215-5010  leffring_6@msn.com, birthday 2-27 
 

 
Next is Sam Prince from Rockford, Michigan.  Sam belongs to the Urban League and enjoys 
acting, theatre, golf and writing.  He heard about our club from Nancy Bierenga and notes 
that he has decided to pursue his passion for theatre and performing and share it with others.  
He is from Detroit but is partial to West Michigan, especially Muskegon.  He lives with his 
wife Amber and their four children. 
 

Sam Prince, 8449 Rollins Ave NE, Rockford MI  49341 
616-308-0067  SWP0617@yahoo.com  Birthday 6-17-71 
 

 
Next is Stacey Ruwe, who is a former member of our club joining again!  She is a member of 
the Chamber of Commerce and the Women’s Council of Realtors,  and enjoys golf, wine tast-
ing, and reading.  She notes that as a former member, she has long been a supporter of our 
mission.  She is a local REALTOR® living in Muskegon with her husband Dave.  She has 
three step-children and four grandchildren.  They get involved in their community and she is 
very excited to be back! 
 

Stacey Rowe, 2286 Leif Ave, Muskegon MI  49441 
616-299-6273  Stacey@ruwehomes.com  Birthday March 19 

mailto:leffring_6@msn.com
mailto:SWP0617@yahoo.com
mailto:Stacey@ruwehomes.com
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In Days Gone By                     Karin Carlson, Historian 

 
The Celebration Continues  

 

    Overcome with emotion, Minnie Smith tearfully concluded her speech by thanking         
everyone responsible for bringing the long-awaited clubhouse to fruition – the Building  
Committee, the architects, Wier and Perri, the contractors, builders, and the Furnishing 
Committee, as well as the members. Bedecked with extravagant bouquets of flowers. she 
made her way back to her seat amidst much applause and jubilant cheers and well wishes. 
   Sitting demurely in a seat of honor on stage, Honorary Member, Mrs. Julia Hackley, 
was serenaded by a chorus of song accompanied by the chords of her lavish gift to the club, a 
Baby Grand Piano. Little did anyone realize then that this gentle lady’s journey on earth was  
drawing to a close as was that of her husband. 
    At length, the podium was relinquished to Mrs. Mackenzie, president of the club, to 

accept Mrs. Smith’s benevolent gift on behalf of the members. She eloquently expressed how 

the proper environment embodied by the ladies of the club would enrich the lives of the            

individual, home, and society, and further contemplated, “Who can estimate the influence on 

us of such an unselfish individual as Mrs. Smith who saw in us the larger capacity for         

education and usefulness in the community and the world, paving the way for our              

advancement with this building whose foundation must ever be one of faith, hope, and love. 

Mrs. Smith’s generous gift should be a continual source of inspiration to us in our daily lives; 

and it is our duty, in accepting this gift, to become a united, harmonious sisterhood striving 

for a common cause.” 



4  

The Nominating Committee reports the following to the membership: 

Our May meeting is when we elect our new board for the coming fiscal year. Several of our board 
members are willing to stay on for another year at the will of the membership. If you would like to 
nominate someone else to the board, or if you would like to place your own name in nomination, 
please contact Holly Nolan or Deb Roest by Monday, May 3 at 5PM. They can also get you job     
descriptions as needed. 
Offices up for election and current member are: 
Vice President   Pam Caris 
Treasurer  Staci Geiger 
Recording Secretary Linda Traylor 
Member at Large Holly Nolan 
President, Hannah Olechnowicz is willing to stay for another year as has happened often in the past. 
President-Elect, Pat Camp automatically becomes President when Hannah finishes her term (June 
2022). Next year we will choose a new President-elect.  
Our May luncheon promises to run a bit longer this time due to the memorial services. In order to 
expedite the business of the election, you will receive a ballot when you check in. There will be a box 
on the ballot to check if you affirm the decision of the board. The ballot will include all of these names 
with the addition of anyone nominated between now and Monday, the 3rd. 

This event is not sponsored 
by the GMWC, but is a    
rental event by one of our 
members, Amy Koch, who is 
inviting us to participate. 
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Women of Accomplishment 
Due to Covid restrictions, this will be a blended event with limited seating available.  

RSVP to Nancy Bierenga by May 10. 
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LIFESTYLES               Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp 

Arts and Entertainment            Pat Camp, chair 

Book Talk will return in June! You should have received an email from Pat. 
If you didn’t get it this past week but would like to be included on Pat’s email 
list, please let her know. There is a list of books that you can look at and let 
Pat know which book you’d like for the first read of 2020/2021! 
Pat’s email address is patcamp930@gmail.com. Hope to see you on June 3! 

Since April flew by and May is very busy, we’ve decided to wait until June and hopefully gather 
at a restaurant. 

Adopt a Room             Nancy Bierenga 
 

We’ve had no response to people willing to take responsibility for a room so far except from the 
board and a couple people who were at the Pride Day. Please consider whether you could use this as 
a chance to serve the club. 
Helen Alberts adopted the Parlor. Pat Camp offered to adopt the large bathroom, Karin Carlson 
will adopt the foyer and entry. Nancy Bierenga will clean the office. 
The other rooms needing adopting are: 
Stage   
Main floor Kitchen 
Upstairs Kitchen 
Ballroom 
Small bathroom 
Tea Room 
Cloakroom 
These adoptions will last for one year—or you may find a partner and take alternate months 
You may make arrangements to get into the club or do your cleaning before or after a luncheon. 
Please let me know if you plan to take care of a room. 

WISH LIST    If you would like to donate to a fund for any of these items, 
please make a notation on your check and bring or mail it to the club! 
Shed for the lawnmower—$500 
Double height rack for chairs in ballroom $500  Cabinet for the chair rack  $1,000 
 

Did You Know? 
That Harding’s Market in North Muskegon will donate a portion of what you spend to 
your favorite non-profit?  
All you need to do is enter your phone number in the payment machine each time you 
shop and the more you spend, the higher the reward (up to 4%!). Go to Hardings.com, 
click on Community Rewards, fill out your information, and choose the Greater         
Muskegon Woman’s Club from the drop down list! Harding’s does the rest. 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

May Birthdays 
5 Carol Parker  
9 Susan Holkeboer 
20 Pam Babbitt 
24 Bob Scolnik 
25 Zaneta Adams 
29 Dorothy Brink 


