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March 
3 Club Luncheon/ Meeting  12:00 N  
15 Club Pride Day  9AM-3PM 
17 Board of Directors Meeting  12:00 N  
19 Newsletter Articles Due  5:00 pm  
 

April 
7 Club Luncheon / Meeting  12:00 N  
21 Board of Directors Meeting  12:00 N  
23 Newsletter Articles Due  5:00 pm  
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Inside this issue: 

The President’s Pen              President, Hannah Olechnowicz 

Dear Club Members, 
 I hope you all have been staying warm this last month!  
 I’m happy to announce that we’ve gained three new    
members, which is such great news! We will learn more about them individually in 
the coming months.  
 I am very excited to see you in March, we will be having a luncheon on 
March 3rd, hosted by Staci Geiger and me.  
 The board made the difficult decision to cancel Green Eggs and Ham again 
this year. Anyone who purchased tickets last year and was hoping to use them this 
year will be able to attend the May Prince and Princess Party instead or “save” 
their ticket for 2022. 
 We are looking ahead to May which is a very busy month for us at the club 
with a variety of events, all in hopes of the guidelines either loosening a bit or at 
the least staying the same. We have Junk to Jewels, the Princess Party, Women of 
Accomplishment, a decorated table event, and a luncheon all scheduled so please 
reach out to me or the event chair if you are interested in volunteering or            
participating in any of those events.  
 While the “capacity limits” set by the state have kept rentals low during the 
past year, the traditional brides who had to put off 2020 weddings have adjusted 
their expectations and are renting at a good rate for 2021. With a capacity limit of 
25% of our full capacity, small weddings and the reception to follow can be both be 
held in our building. We’re excited to be back in the “rental business” that helps us 
pay for our insurance and tax bills without using membership dues for those. 
 While we are slowly returning to activity, I hope you continue to stay safe. 

 
Stay Warm!  
XOXO,   

 Hannah O. 

2020/2021 Board of Directors 
Hannah Olechnowicz, President 

Pat Camp, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President 
Staci Geiger, Treasurer 

Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Holly Nolan, Member at Large 
Hannah and Nancy, Activities Chair 

Hannah O., Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 



2  Page 2 
G

M
W

C
 

V
o

lu
m

e
 X

II
I,

 I
s

s
u

e
 3

 

MEMBER CARE      Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members 

Welcome to our new members: More details will appear in future newsletters. 
 

Jenna Leffring 1386 S Quarterline Road  49442 Leffring_6@msn.com 231.215.5010 
 
Sam Prince 8449 Rollins Ave NE  Rockford, MI 49341 swp0617@yahoo.com 616.308.0067 
 
Stacey Ruwe 2286 Lief Avenue 49441 Stacey@RuweHomes.com 616.299.6273 
 
Karin asks everyone (no matter how long you’ve been a member) to fill out the new member            
application if it has been more than a couple years since you joined the club. The information on the 
application will be used to help us get to know one another better in future newsletters. 
 

 
The following cards were sent so far this year by our Corresponding Secretary, Sharon Beck. 
 Thinking of You and then Sympathy card to Ann Caris on the illness and death of her father 

 Thinking of you to Dorothy Brink when her husband was hospitalized 

 Thinking of you to Mary Jamieson and then sympathy to her husband, John 

 Sympathy to family of Mary Grace Schwass (former member) 

 Sympathy to Sylvia Precious on the death of her son Randy 

 Sympathy Eloise Selleck on the loss of her husband 

 Sympathy to Bob Scolnik on the loss of his wife, Merle 

Wish List 
The board has determined a few needs that we have. With income down and looking forward to   
having the roof replaced (hopefully this spring), there are a few items that take a higher priority for 
work. You do not need to donate the full amount, we will designate funds for future work. 
 We’re considering a cart and cover for the chairs in the corner of the ballroom. Cost is unknown 

at this time as we could also consider a more permanent cupboard where they could be stored. 
We’re open to suggestions on this. 

 Air conditioning. The cost of this is in excess of $10,000, but the value would be that we could 
rent out the club all summer long. Since we’ll have scaffolding around the building during the 
roof replacement and in the ballroom to repaint later, this would be the ideal time to get the work 
done if enough money is raised. 

Thank You! 
Thank you to Peace Jams & Jellies (Brenda Rogers) for the new clock for our ballroom! It is  auto-
matically set by the atomic clock so we don’t have to climb a ladder to change the time and the bat-
tery twice a year, minimum. Be sure to check it out at the luncheon! 

Have you wondered how our president spends her 
spare time? Wow—I’m impressed! 

As you may know, our former member and past Vice President, Mary Jamieson passed away in early 
February. We have a memorial notation for Mary in our Raise the Roof fund. If you’d like to make a 
donation in Mary’s memory, the check may be mailed to the club or brought to the luncheon. Mary 
knew about this fund and was very pleased that she would be listed on our Donation Tree. 
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In Days Gone By                     Karin Carlson, Historian 

 A Dream Come True 
 Scarcely had the hoopla of convention activity subsided when the ladies of the 
club were thrown into another paroxysm of fevered busyness. As 1902 drew to a 
close, the long-awaited dream of a new clubhouse had finally come to fruition.    
Wasting no time, the indefatigable ladies began planning a grand dedication           
ceremony for their palatial new clubhouse; and, true to form, no detail was too        
insignificant for consideration in planning the grand occasion.    
    And so, on February 17, 1903, amidst a plethora of patriotically themed       
decorations, a crowd of four hundred members and friends (including many of      
Muskegon’s leading gentlemen) gathered in the grand new ballroom. The day’s     
ceremonies opened with a heartfelt invocation by Reverend Archibald Hadden ‘giving 
thanks for the wonderful day that has come to womankind and invoking blessings on 
the One who made this day possible and asking that, as the days come and go, the 
women of the city might be more helpful in every enterprise for the betterment of   
society, especially the welfare of women.’ 
    The joyous celebration continued with inspiring addresses interspersed with 
delightful musical interludes for the enjoyment of the assembled guests. Finally, 
amidst much hanky waving of approval, charter member, Martha Keating, made a 
stirring presentation of the clubhouse to the members of the club on behalf of Mrs. 
Smith noting: ‘Mrs. Smith’s personal loving attention to the care of every detail from 
its substantial foundation to its attractive one-of-a-kind roof and its broad entrance to 
the innermost rooms.’ 
    However, it was the announcement of Mrs. Smith’s additional monetary gift of 
$2,218.41 to the membership making the palatial building a free gift to the members 
that elicited a storm of applause, offerings of fragrant flowers, and a chain of violets 
being placed about Minnie’s neck. In the midst of such adulation, Mrs. Smith slowly 
made her way forward to address her beloved friends in words long familiar to future 
generations of club members: 
    I have lived in Muskegon thirty-six years and have formed warm attachments to the 
people and the city. I want this building open to the needs of every woman in Muskegon who 
cares to come here. It has long been my dream for many years past, the building of this club 
home for us all, and I am so thankful and happy to see it realized. 
    I fervently hope we women will all be unselfish and united in planning and working to 
carry it on successfully and meet its expenses. I hope the dancing feet of little children will be 
often entertained here, that young girls will form clubs and love to flock here, that generous 
women will meet in the tearoom to sew for the poor, that classes of servant girls may be taught 
cooking here, that this hall will ring with music and echo with songs. Oh, I can say no more 
ladies; the clubhouse stands here to speak for me.  
 

To be continued . . . 
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LIFESTYLES                  Nancy Bierenga, chair 

Dine Out will return in April if restaurants open to more than 6 people at a table. 
 
Pam Caris and Karin Carlson are working on a Victorian event to be held at the club. It will have 
two parts with the first being held sometime this summer. Watch for details! 

Book Talk is still on hold. We will hopefully be able to revive that group in the coming months, maybe even 
holding it outside during the summer months. 
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Drama Returns to the GMWC! 
 
 As you may know or have seen from our historian’s monthly column, dramatic            
presentations have been a very important part of the club. In fact for years there was a separate   
division of the membership that was known as the Music and Drama Department. That went to 
the side as we adapted to changes in our membership, but the BOD is excited to announce that 
there will be a new way for us to present drama to our community. 
 This Improv class will be taught by our new member, Sam Prince. If you know any high 
school student who would like some extra drama experience, please tell them about Sam’s class! 
 
Sam will also present a dramatic production at the club in August.  Watch for details. 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

March Birthdays 
Rosalie Mancier 19 

Stacey Ruwe 19 

Susan Nielsen 22 

Bonnie Kellogg 24 

Sandy Wellington 25 

Lindy Olechnowicz 27 

Jenny Hammond 30 

Happy Birthday! 


