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The President’s Pen

President, Hannah Olechnowicz

Dear Club Members,
It seems as though much of the information that I’ve had to communicate
to you all in the first few months of my Presidency has been quite negative given
the situation with COVID, the cancelling of events and the passing of our beloved
Dolores among other things. Well, today I am excited to share something positive with you for once. We
received a check for $22,000 from the John Max Busard and Elizabeth Busard Fund in Memory of Dr. and
Mrs. R.I. Busard for the Raise the Roof campaign! That means that right now we have $140,310.18 with Karen and Stan Andrie’s pledge, a quote price of $129,800, leaving $10,200 for extra surprises that will likely be
uncovered! The generosity from both Karen and Stan Andrie and the Busard Family is so immense that I can
hardly stand it. Their support along with your support and patience is what is making this project possible. A
heartfelt THANK YOU to each and every one of you that has stood by the club and supported it for so long.
The next step is to connect with West Michigan Roofing again to see if material pricing has come down or if
they expect it to come down by Spring and talk through those kinds of details.
For our December luncheon, we’re going to tentatively plan for Wednesday, December 9 th, which is
a week later than normal. The current order will expire on December 8 th and if the situation isn’t worse than
we will host the luncheon, but if we are still in the middle of a surge then we are going to have to cancel for
December.
We have also decided to cancel Christmas at the Club and Candlelight Christmas. Both of these
events can’t be done in a safe way with a small number of people, so we will have to pause on that for now.
Gingerbread House Building has more than 50 take-home kits sold, which is up from last year of only 7
take-home kits sold. This is a great news, and I’m so thrilled that the event committee was able to make a
pivot on this event and still gain some profit for us!
Nancy and I attended Dolores’ service this past Saturday. It was a small but very nice service, the
Pastor knew her well and had some great stories to tell. This is a huge loss for many and I think it’s still
sinking in. Dolores’ family is going to be bringing her doll house to the club so we can
have it on display and continue to celebrate Dolores and her positive impact for years to
come. The Board of Directors is hoping to dedicate the March Luncheon to Dolores and
will invite her family to attend.
Happy Holidays to you all!
XOXO,

Hannah O.
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2020/2021 Board of Directors

Club Calendar
December
9 Club Luncheon
16 Board of Directors Meet

12 N
12 N

January
No January Membership Meeting
20 Board of Directors Meet (tentative)

12 N

Hannah Olechnowicz, President
Pat Camp, President-Elect
Pam Caris, Vice President
Nancy Bierenga, Imm. Past President
Staci Geiger, Treasurer
Linda Traylor, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Holly Nolan, Member at Large
Hannah and Nancy, Activities Chair
Hannah O., Communications Chair
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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MEMBER CARE

Karin Carlson, Chair/ Holly Nolan, new members

Since we are now highlighting members of our Club, we thought it would be nice to have the first
article be Meet Your New President!
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Hannah Olechnowicz is married to Luke and lives in Grand Haven. She enjoys spending time with
family and friends and her French bulldog named Winston. She goes to the gym to work out, likes the
beach and has also found joy in caring for her ten chickens that just started laying eggs!
She heard about our Club through Bruno and Lindy Olechnowicz before she met and married their
son, Luke. She first saw the Club when she was 18 while attending Bruno and Lindy’s wedding there.
She met Luke that day and wanted nothing to do with him! Fast forward a few years and she was attending another paty and allegedly Bruno FORCED her to hang out with Luke again, and the rest is
history!
She was the Executive Director of the Grand Haven Schools Foundation, and had been in that role for
over two years. She is going to start a new job with a local construction firm in the near future. She
also owns Anchor Excavating with her husband. They provide excavation services for residential and
commercial properties. They have been in business for just over six years and look forward to many
more. She also helps her mom with her jam and jellies business, called Peace Jams & Jellies. They
make artisan jams and jellies (and they’re really good) and sell them at a variety of retail stores
throughout West Michigan. They find joy in coming up with unique flavors such as mango habanero,
pear ginger, and even merlot jelly.
Hannah Olechnowicz, 12680 Tractor Trail, Grand Haven 49417
Phone 231-670-1963 e-mail president@muskegonwomansclub.org
Birthday January 14, 1990
Our other new member is Cathy Marie Gonyon. Cathy lives in Muskegon and has two children and
two grandchildren. She enjoys community events, setting up fundraisers for local groups, and owns
Cinderella’s Closet, a consignment shop that helps girls from low income families or foster homes get
dresses for proms and Christmas dances. She oversees and coaches a recreational cheer program called
Gonyons Operation Cheer. She owns WC Detail which is a small event and property management
company. She is also on the board of Muskegon Child Abuse Council’s Rebel Road event that is held
in Muskegon each June. She lives on a boat in the summer as she loves being around the water.
Cathy Marie Gonyon, 1598 S Maple Island Road Muskegon 49442
231-750-2248 Birthday 8-30-1970

Member Care ~ we need your help!
Dear Members,
Our committee regularly introduces new members via the newsletter in the Getting to Know You
column. This year, in an effort to not only update our membership files, but also that all of us may
become better acquainted with one another, we would like to highlight all of our club members in
future newsletters. Even if you have completed one in the past, please complete another membership
application if you haven’t already been featured as a new member. You can find the form on our website or contact Karin to get one by email so that we may include you in future newsletters.
You may email your completed application to Karin at karinc1146@yahoo.com, mail it to the club,
drop it in the mail slot, or bring it to our club meeting.
Thank you so much, and stay tuned.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
The Excitement Never Ends
Part One
February 17, 1903

No sooner had ‘one of the finest conventions the state federation had ever held’ ended, than
the long awaited clubhouse was finally completed, sending the ladies of the club into a flurry of busy
activity again planning a fitting dedication ceremony.
True to form, no detail was too insignificant for consideration in planning the gala. And so, amidst
patriotically themed décor and embellishments, a crowd of four hundred clubwomen and their guests
gathered in the commodious auditorium of the magnificent edifice at the duly appointed time.
The daylong ceremony opened with a special invocation offered by Reverend Hadden of
First Congregational Church, “giving thanks for the wonderful day that had come to womankind and
invoking a blessing upon the one who made this day possible and asking that, as the days come and go, the
women of the city might be more helpful in every enterprise for the betterment of society, especially the welfare
of women.”
A lovely piano solo followed the invocation, and then Mrs. J.B. McCracken, rose to give the
final report of the Building Committee as noted in previous newsletters. The exuberant celebration
continued with inspiring speeches interspersed with lovely musical interludes, much to the delight
of the assembled guests. Then, amidst much cheering and hanky waving, Mrs. Keating made an
impressive presentation of the clubhouse to the members on behalf of its benefactor, Mrs. Minnie
Smith, with special emphasis on “Mrs. Smith’s personal loving attention to the care of every detail from the
substantial foundation to the attractive roof and the broad entrance to the innermost rooms.”
But it was Mrs. Keating’s announcement of Mrs. Smith’s additional gift of $2,818.41 making
the entire building a generous gift to the members that elicited “a perfect storm of applause and calls of
Mrs. Smith, Mrs. Smith, while flying ushers brought offering after offering of flowers which were piled into
Minnie’s arms and a chain of violets placed about her neck.” Amidst such adulation, Mrs. Smith slowly
made her way forward to address her dear friends . . .
To be continued
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair pro temp

We’re still hoping to be able to have a holiday gathering with a gift exchange at Nancy’s house
during December. Information will be emailed to those who usually attend. For those who don’t
get email, please call for details (231.730.0887). Of course this is Covid-dependent.
The Lifestyles Dept. is investigating having a weekly Sign Language class at the club during
the winter. That would be taught by a certified teacher. There would be a small charge for the
class. The class size would be kept small enough to allow social distancing.
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Another winter class will probably be computer skills. Just the basics. You must have and bring
a laptop to participate. We will learn word processing and other Office skills, using the internet,
and using Facebook.

And Another Thing...or Two
It is Eloise Selleck’s 102nd birthday on Dec. 2. If you’re able to send her a card, I’m
sure it would be greatly appreciated. Eloise lives in Grand Rapids now, so she isn’t
able to attend meetings (even if it weren’t Covid). Her address is:
Eloise Selleck
1551 Franklin St. SE #1024
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk Pat Camp, with the board’s concurrence has decided to bring this
group to a hiatus due to members not wishing to meet (hopefully due to
Covid). Please don’t stop reading, though!
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Gingerbread House Event

Thanks to the support of all these businesses, many people who “always” come to the event, club
members Brenda Rogers and Sandy Wellington (cut out houses Sandy also stored last year’s left over
houses to be used this year), Cathy Drust, Paula Martin, and Sandy Wellington (house builders),
Bonnie Kellogg (event helper), Hannah O (getting sponsors), and the committee (Dorothy Brinks,
Pam Caris, and Nancy Bierenga) we had a great “Covidized” event. We ended up having 12 houses
made at the club (no more than 15 people in the building at any one time with each family group at
their own table) and a huge 84 To Go kits! Thanks to Pam’s hard work getting so many business
donations and Dorothy’s thrifty shopping, our expenses were very small, so our income for the event
will total right around $2,100!
We’re hoping to incorporate some of this year’s changes into next year’s event, but we’re also hoping
to go back to having in-person numbers back nearer to normal. That will require more member
involvement in preparing for the event, so watch for announcements. If you’d like to help with cutting
out the houses, contact Pam Caris to get on her list—we’re hoping to distribute the cardboard and
pattern in June so they can be cut out during the summer at your leisure.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

December Birthdays
1
2
14
21

Eloise Selleck
Stephanie Couser
Cindy Falkowski
Sarah Andrie
Caroline Mayberry
23 Staci Geiger

