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You’ll Want to Know...
The President’s Pen

President, Hannah Olechnowicz

Dear Club Members,

It was so great to see some of you at our annual picnic! Many
of us were chatting about the limited social events and gatherings that
we’ve been a part of this summer of course, and how nice it was to see
some of those familiar faces!
I also wanted to say THANK YOU to each and every one of your for renewing your
memberships. As we were working on the budget, we were expecting there to be a larger
decrease in membership renewals just given the situation we’re in right now. That was NOT
the case! I and the entire board of directors appreciate each and every one of you for renewing in
these difficult times.
Looking ahead to the upcoming year and the September luncheon, we are thinking that
while the weather is still nice, we’d like to host our September lunch at a public park where
there are picnic tables so we can all be socially distanced from each other but still enjoy each
other’s presence. We understand that your preference is likely to have monthly luncheons at the
club, but right now that just isn’t allowed. We are just trying to continue meeting and operating
as we’ve done, but in different ways that comply with the Governor’s orders – we appreciate
your understanding and flexibility here.
Regarding the Raise the Roof campaign, we are shy $12,800 from our quoted price from
West Michigan Roofing. That amount doesn’t include any extra funds for whatever surprises
we might find under the existing roof. That being said, the Board of Directors and the roof
committee feel as though we’ve exhausted our fundraising efforts and the next move is to
finance the remaining portion that we are short. We would work with our bank, which is PNC,
to come up with the best option there but we would also need the membership to vote on this.
We appreciate your patience and dedication to this major project!
Finally, with a heavy heart I have to let you all know that one of our beloved members,
Kay Ostrom has passed away. The funeral will be held September 12th, at 11am at Sytsema Lee
Chapel on Harvey Street. The visitation is September 11 from 5-7pm at the same place. Kay was
such a fine woman who always supported the club in any way that she could and was a great
friend to many.
XOXO,

Hannah O.
2020/2021 Board of Directors
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MEMBER CARE

Karin Carlson, Chair
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We had hoped to have the Yearbooks available by the time of our September luncheon, but due to
Covid and the restrictions on the ISD (the hours and number of people they can have working at any
one time), they were unsure how long it would take to get them printed. They will be available ASAP.
We are sad to announce the death of our member, Kay Ostrom, toward the end of
August after a rather brief bout of cancer. As she did with everything in her life,
Kay accepted her diagnosis gracefully and faced it as an opportunity to say her
goodbyes and get her life in order.
A visitation on September 11 (5-7PM) and memorial service on September 12 at
11 AM will be held at the Sytsema Lee Chapel on Harvey St. under the south
portico. The Board and those members who so choose have made memorial
donations to our Raise the Roof fund. Kay knew about this and was so happy for the symbolism of her
continuing to cover the club with her presence and her prayers. If you would like to participate in that
memorial, you may send your check to the club with IMO Kay Ostrom in the subject line. There will
be a permanent memorial in the club for all those who donate to the roof fund, whether that is in
Memory Of a specific individual or to the general Raise the Roof Campaign.

PHILANTHROPY

Board of Directors

The Board decided that the Philanthropy offerings for 2020/2021 will go to Every Woman’s Place for
their general fund. Our member, Elisa Hopper, who is employed at EWP will speak about their work
at our September luncheon.
We are currently exploring whether there are any items that we could donate in addition to money.
More about that later.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

Will return next month, Karin promises!

Historian

Karin Carlson
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As your club historian, I am working on colleting and archiving all club records. In doing so, it has
come to my attention that there are several yearbooks missing from our archives.
If, by chance, you have any of the following years and would be willing to donate them to the club, it
would be greatly appreciated.
1941-1942
1942-1943
1943-1944
1944-1945

1952-1953
1955-1956
1956-1957

Please contact Karin Carlson 231.788.3050
Thank you for your consideration

1958-1959
1970-1971
2003-2004
karinc1146@yahoo.com

Cooking With Flowers

Nancy Bierenga
I have this great, fun cookbook called Flowers as Food.. I’ve been interested in using flowers as food
ever since our younger daughter presented a dinner theater in 7th grade and one of the impressive
foods was a tasty roll with Marigold Butter. One of the recipes in this cookbook is Marigold
Cauliflower. Since my husband (who does all our gardening) has marigolds out there, I’m going to
make this cauliflower for dinner tonight.

Marigold Cauliflower
1 medium-sized cauliflower
2 oz butter
1/2 C flour
3 oz grated cheese
1 1/4 C milk
6 heads of marigolds
Salt and pepper
Steam the cauliflower head until it is just softened but keeps it’s shape and isn’t mushy.
Make the white sauce as usual with the butter, flour, milk.

Wash the marigolds carefully in cold water, shaking to dry. Pull the petals off the heads. Reheat the
white sauce and stir in the grated cheese while over the heat, but do not allow to boil. Remove from
heat and add in the marigold petals. Stir carefully.
Place the lightly cooked cauliflower into a servig dish and pour the sauce over top.
Serves 4.
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LIFESTYLES

Lorie Hawkins, chair

Dine Out will resume in October. Please contact Nancy Bierenga if you are interested.
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Our afternoon craft group will go back to making items to sell at the Artisan Market in October
following the BOD meeting on the 21st. We will then meet on the first and third Wednesdays
of November. So far we’ve made a lot of little snowmen tree ornaments and have started block
stacks of Santas, Snowmen, and Christmas trees. We have a great time visiting while we paint.
There is a lot for everyone to do, no special talent needed. Please consider joining us. There is
plenty of room to social distance and you are welcome to wear a mask.

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Woman’s Club

Meeting Time: 6PM

Next meeting: September 3 in the parlor. There is plenty of room to social
distance, and masks are encouraged. We will discuss Hill Women.
Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will
enjoy the stories of this group.
Future books will be:
September ""Dress your Family in Corduroy and Denim" by David Sedans
October " The Vanishing" By Jayne Ann Krentz
November "Catcher in the Rye" by J D Salinger
December " The Christmas on Tradd Street" by Karen White
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And Another Thing...or Two
After much debate we have decided to have Junk to Jewels on April 23rd and
24th, 2021. Watch for announcements about gathering donations.
Junk to Jewels Chair, Sharon Beck
As mentioned last month, if you make a reservation for lunch but wake up that
morning not feeling well, please contact Karin and cancel your attendance. We will
be checking temps and have lots of sanitizer available at the luncheon. Since we will
be outside, masks are optional. If the weather doesn’t allow us to be outside at the
last minute, the picnic will be in the club. We will have the doors open and fans on
to increase the circulation in the building, which has been shown to decrease
infection rates. You will not be charged for last-minute cancellations this month.

Wish List

There are some items we’d like to
have for the club but they just don’t
fit in this year’s budget. If you can
help with any of them, you may send
a check to the club marked with the
name of the item.
 An electric lawnmower ($150)
 A wi-fi enabled thermostat
($100)
 Vacuum ($125)
 Doorknob and dead bolt lock for
the linen closet ($50)
 Outdoor lockable storage bin for
the lawnmower ($200)

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

4 Julie Haines
10 Loribeth Clark
11 Marlene Dykstra
Brenda Jeisy
12 Elisa Hopper
15 Carol Thompson
16 Rebecca Treder
17 Ruth Lofton
23 Deborah Roest
30 Jennie Naffie

Happy September
Birthday!

