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You’ll Want to Know...
The President’s Pen

President, Hannah Olechnowicz
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Dear Club Members,

I hope you all are staying cool out there! We’ve had some
toasty summer days so far, I’m not complaining because before you
know it we’ll be shoveling that white stuff again!
I am excited to see you all at the August picnic. We will have a catered meal rather than
pot-luck style for food safety/COVID reasons. Please also remember that we will be at Snug
Harbor park this year! Directions are on page 2 after membership.
I’ve been working on all kinds of things lately. First being the website. I’ve made it
possible now for new members to fill out their application and even pay online. Sometimes these
very small conveniences can make a big difference. Our two newest members include my dad,
Joe Rogers and my good friend Elizabeth (Liz) Holden.
Another feature I’ve added to our website is the ability to donate online through PayPal.
I wanted to do this because I’ve been promoting Raise the Roof via Facebook and in order to
make giving donations easy for people, having an online form of doing that was our best bet. If
you have Facebook and see the Raise the Roof post, please go ahead and share it to help spread
the word. We are still gathering funds through the month of July because of Karen and Stan’s
generous $20,000 matching gift.
The board of directors did meet in July this year, which normally we don’t. We felt as
though we should with everything going on related to COVID and how that is going to impact
our year ahead. We are planning on dates for each of our events and will just address them
individually as they get closer to decide whether or not they can take place in a safe manner or if
we need to cancel or change them.
As far as the picnic and really all of our membership meetings go, the board made a
decision to purchase a temporal no-touch thermometer. We will have someone stationed just
before the check-in table who will take your temperature. There will be no
walk-ins allowed for at least the next few months so we can be sure to
honor the most recent rules for businesses. Even if you have made a
reservation, please respect our members and call to cancel if you have
symptoms of Covid (cough, sneezing, no sense of smell or taste, or a fever).
You must wear a mask inside the building until you get to your table and if
you can’t be at least 6 feet from another member. We will set the tables for
5 and add tables as needed. Please don’t add extra seating at your table.
Again, looking forward to seeing you all at the picnic!

Hannah O.

2020/2021 Board of Directors
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MEMBER CARE

Karin Carlson, Chair

A Reminder from your Member Care Committee that your dues for the 2020/2021 fiscal year are due
by the end of July. We would appreciate having them paid by the th of July if possible so the new yearbook can be printed accurately and in time for distribution at the August 5 picnic.
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If you have phone, address, or email corrections to make, please send them to Karin Carlson at
karinc1146@yahoo.com by July 15.

New Members

Holy Nolan

Rita Marie Lundell lives on beautiful Scenic Drive north of Muskegon with her husband Frank, to
whom she has been married for 45 years. They have one child, Amy Schuler Armenti. Rita
volunteers for Heaven Can Wait, an animal rescue organization, and is a member of the Muskegon
Museum of Art.
She loves to read, enjoys music and art, movies, animals, hiking and being outdoors. She enjoys
spending time with family friends and her three cats!
She was raised in Glenside and attended St. Jean’s Elementary and Catholic Central High School.
She received her RA degree from Marquette University and taught elementary school for 30 years,
mostly in the Reeths Puffer district. After retirement, she worked in retail, co-managed the Art
Museum store and voluntered as a CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocate).
She and Frank spend their winters in San Diego to be close to daughter Amy.
Rita Lundell, 3239 Scenic Drive, N Muskegon 49445
Phone 231-766-3802 cell 231-557-1604. Birthday 11-27-46
E-mail rmlundell@comcast.net
Next is Niki Studabaker. Niki lives in Norton Shores with husband John and they have two
children. She is involved in Patchers at the Lakeshore Quilt Guild and enjoys quilting, biking,
traveling and spending time with her daughters.
Niki Studabaker, 341 Churchill Drive, Norton Shores 49441
Phone 231-286-1511 birthday November 9
e-mail rstudabaker@comcast.net
 Directions to Snug Harbor for the picnic on August 5.
Go in to North Muskegon—at the 4-Corners, go towards Lake Michigan. Follow Ruddiman to where it becomes
Scenic Dr. (by the Bear Lake Tavern). Continue on Scenic to the big left-hand curve where Peterson Rd turns to
the right. On the right just after the left curve you’ll see the offices for the state park. Just after that drive is the
turn to the left into the Snug Harbor park. We will be at one of the pavilions on the right side of the parking lot.

PHILANTHROPY

Board of Directors

The Board decided that the Philanthropy offerings for 2020/2021 will go to Every Woman’s Place for
their general fund. Our member, Elisa Hopper, who is employed at EWP will speak about their work
at our September luncheon.
We are currently exploring whether there are any items that we could donate in addition to money.
More about that later.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

The Waiting Begins
1902
Following the flurry of excitement at Minnie Smith’s announcement in February
and the busyness of hiring architects and contractors, the ladies of the club waited
expectantly for the realization of their longing for a place to call home. Hope springs
eternal, and though construction of the clubhouse had only begun in the spring of 1902, the
expectation was that it would be completed by October the same year. And so it was that as
president of the Michigan Federation of Women’s Clubs, Mrs. Keating announced that the
State Convention would be held at the new clubhouse October 14-16. Immediately a
committee consisting of the Mesdames Keating, Nims, Sibley, Moon, Watson, Smith,
Thompson, Delano, Munroe, and Erwin began making preparations for the three-day event.
To accomplish the myriad of tasks necessary for not only accommodating the many
delegates, but also insuring a successful convention, the committee members organized
sub-committees which they then chaired.
Mrs. Nims and her sub-committee were tasked with the responsibility of planning
activities and excursions for the visiting delegates.
Mrs. Thompson was to arrange overnight accommodations for visitors from distant
cities either in the homes of club members or local hotels.
Mrs. Munroe arranged greeting committees at the Depot to welcome and transport
delegates, a major undertaking, as guests would be arriving daily from neighboring cities
and leaving each evening via the Interurban.
Mrs. Sibley’s sub-committee was charged with planning grand receptions each
evening of the convention.
Minnie Smith’s sub-committee was to design and print convention badges for each
guest.
Of course, there had to be themed decorations for the gala event, and Mrs. Moon’s
sub-committee assumed that responsibility.
Other sub-committees included Information, Escorts, Music, Registration, and
Ushers.
Committee chairs met a total of eight times throughout the planning to report their
progress. When all was said and done, the total expense of the convention came to $246.98.
Despite unforeseen circumstances, the convention exceeded all expectations, as will
be recounted next month.

Historian

Karin Carlson

As your club historian, I am working on colleting and archiving all club records. In doing so, it has
come to my attention that there are several yearbooks missing from our archives.
If, by chance, you have any of the following years and would be willing to donate them to the club, it
would be greatly appreciated.
1941-1942
1942-1943
1943-1944
1944-1945

1952-1953
1955-1956
1956-1957

Please contact Karin Carlson 231.788.3050
Thank you for your consideration

1958-1959
1970-1971
2003-2004
karinc1146@yahoo.com
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LIFESTYLES

Lorie Hawkins, chair

There was no response, so we didn’t do Dine Out in July. Let’s talk about it at the picnic
on August 5.
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Our afternoon craft group will go back to making items to sell at the Artisan Market in September
following the luncheon on the 2nd and the BOD meeting on the 16th. We will then meet on the
first and third Wednesdays of October and November also. So far we’ve made a lot of little
snowmen tree ornaments and have started block stacks of Santa, Snowmen, and Christmas trees.
We have a great time visiting while we paint. There is a lot for everyone to do, no special talent
needed. Please consider joining us.

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Woman’s Club

Meeting Time: 6PM

Next meeting: Undetermined. We will wait until we find out the most current information at
the end of July and then at the end of August.
Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will enjoy the stories
of this group.
Future books will be:
August "Hill Women" By Cassie Chambers
September ""Dress your Family in Corduroy and Denim" by David Sedans
October " The Vanishing" By Jayne Ann Krentz
November "Catcher in the Rye" by J D Salinger
December " The Christmas on Tradd Street" by Karen White
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And Another Thing...or Two
Our First meeting of the 2020/2021 Membership Year will be our picnic on August 5 at
6PM. The board decided that, due to Covid concerns, we will have this picnic catered by
Dave’s Kountry Katering. The cost will be $10. RSVPs are needed by July 29. We hope to
have the new Yearbooks available for distribution beginning at this meeting. Due to the
city’s new parking fee, the picnic will be held at Snug Harbor Park—the State Park pass on
your license plate is the only cost for this park.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart for those who sent sympathy cards to me
following the death of my dearly beloved Gerald Engle. His was a 3 & 1/2 year battle with
lung cancer which he courageously fought. It means so much to have my sister GMWC
members care and express their thoughts and prayers. May we always be there for each
other.
Carol Thompson

Wish List
There are some items we’d like to have for the club but they just
don’t fit in this year’s budget. If you can help with any of them,
you may send a check to the club marked with the name of the
item.
 An electric lawnmower ($150)
 A wi-fi enabled thermostat ($100)
 Vacuum ($125)
 Doorknob and dead bolt lock for the linen closet ($50)
 Outdoor lockable storage bin for the lawnmower ($200)

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.
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