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May  
  

20 Membership Luncheon/Election   12N 
 Board of Directors Meeting       2PM 
22 Newsletter Articles Due        
28 Dine Out—Hennessey's       6PM 
 

June 
 

3 Installation Meeting  6:30PM 
4 Book Talk         6PM 
6 Princess Tea 10:00AM 
(Board of Directors Meeting/Retreat)         TBA 
22 Newsletter Articles Due     
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The President’s Pen               President, Nancy Bierenga 

Dear Club Members, 
 And here we are a month later and in much the same position as 
when I wrote this letter last month! 
 It feels as if I’ve spent at least 200 days this month rearranging things. Some days I really 
want to just stare blankly at a wall. But meanwhile, my house is  happy to have some extra       
attention. I’ve stopped at the club a couple times (when I was out  anyway) to get the mail. I’m 
pretty sure Minnie misses all the activity around there. She looks a little wistful, I think. 
 Included with this newsletter is a letter from me to you about our need for money for the 
roof. Please take time to read that carefully and to respond as you are able. The unusually long 
continuing quarantine has not allowed us to carry on with our planned capital campaign, so we 
had to take a step back and come up with Plan B. As soon as the weather and wind conditions 
allow, a friend of mine will be sending his drone up to take a movie of the roof. We will be able to 
post that to our website and also to Facebook. That will help us be a bit more public with our ask. 
 We decided to cancel Women of Accomplishment for this year rather than make it a less 
than usual celebration. Next March we will honor this year’s awardees and possibly add a third 
honoree for next year. That decision will be made by the committee in the coming months. 
 Book Talk and possibly Dine Out are probably also going to be cancelled for May. Hope-
fully this will all be a memory by June. 
 We are currently planning to have our May luncheon on May 20. Rather than the  usual 
salad luncheon, we will have Cindy and Dave from Dave’s Kountry Katering cater the meal.   

Cindy and I had planned to do a salad buffet, but that may end up being a 
plated meal as usual. Depending on the rules for opening back up, I think 
we will be limited to 50 people, but I don’t remember the last  luncheon we 
had 50 people. The tables will be set up to seat 5 so we can be well-spread 
out. You are welcome to wear a mask (other than when you eat) and gloves 
if that is more comfortable for you. And we’ll refrain from hugging. That 
will be our regular election meeting, so it is important that we have the 
meeting if possible. If you choose not to attend, you may mail a ballot to 
the club. Instructions are on page 5. 
 I do hope you’ve all stayed well. If you need anything that I or any 
of the board members could help with, please do let me know. 

      Nancy 

2019/2020 Board of Directors 
Nancy Bierenga, President 

Hannah Olechnowicz, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Gavonnie Williams, Imm. Past President 
Paula Martin, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Lorie Hawkins, Member at Large 
BOD, Activities Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 

You’ll Want to Know... 
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In Days Gone By                       Karin Carlson, Historian 

 
  In Their Words 

 

     In the midst of this life-changing pandemic, I discovered a ray of sunshine. While 

sorting through old papers and documents, I discovered a document that I have   

never seen before, and, truthfully, don’t know where it came from.  It is a copy of the 

‘Secretary of the Building Committee Report’ dated February 17, 1903 and takes one 

back to that long ago time when our beloved clubhouse came into existence.  As it is 

a long and detailed account, it will be shared incrementally. Please note that it is   

exactly as it was written then. Enjoy. 

 

   When the Muskegon Woman’s Club met in regular session on March 7th, 1902, it was to receive 

the greatest surprise known in its history. The letter from Mrs. Francis Smith offering the Club 

$8,000 for a clubhouse. The following Friday, March 14th, Mesdames Hackley, Temple, and Erwin 

presented Lot 7, Block 69 original plat of City on which to build the clubhouse. Mrs. Smith’s letter 

had mentioned Mrs. C. J. Chaddock, Mrs. L. N. Keating, and Mr. Frank H. Smith as members of the 

Building Committee. These were approved by the Club and Mrs. A. F. Temple and Mrs. J. B. 

McCracken were added. The Committee organized with Mrs. Chaddock as chairman, Mr. Smith as 

treasurer, and Mrs. McCracken as secretary and discussed the best method of securing building 

plans. It was decided to ask for sketches from several architects with the understanding, in each 

case, that unless the plan was accepted, nothing was to be paid. Under these conditions, five sketches 

were submitted of which, after consideration, three were discarded. 

   On the remaining two, there was some difference of opinion, the point being whether to have the 

Auditorium on the first floor or the second floor. Messrs. Clark and Verheilig of Grand Rapids    

presented the plan with the Auditorium on the first floor while the plan of Messrs. Johnston and 

Johnston of Chicago showed the Auditorium on the second floor. Representatives from each firm 

came to Muskegon several times to explain plans and your Committee feel much indebted to them 

as this courtesy was always at their own expense. Still no definite conclusion was reached and the 

Committee hoped to secure better results by looking at a sketch which Messers. Wier and Perry of 

Chicago had asked permission to present. This also had the Auditorium on the first floor. At this 

time Mrs. Temple planning absence from the City the Club added Mrs. C. W. Sessions to the Build-

ing Committee to serve in her absence. With Mrs. Session’s assistance the Committee discussed 

plans then before them and not yet being of one mind decided to submit them to the Club with the 

report that the majority of the Committee preferred the Wier and Perry plan, but that there was a 

minority opinion. The matter being put to vote the Club unanimously sustained the majority report 

of the Committee. The same day May 23rd the Committee engaged Wier and Perry for architects 

with the understanding that they were to make plans and specifications and superintend the erection 

of the clubhouse and receive a commission of five per cent of the cost price. 

To be continued . . . 

Our board members made some phone calls this month to members just to say hello. Sharon Beck 
called Sandy Garrett. Sandy asked Sharon to say Hi to everyone. She misses us. Sandy recently joined 
a newcomers club in San Antonio. They have monthly luncheons also. 
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LIFESTYLES                 Lorie Hawkins, chair 
 

Although I don’t have any pictures to prove it, In February we had about 15 at Dine Out at 
the Glenside Pub. 
 

Our April Dine-Outs are cancelled. Our next scheduled event is currently set for May 28 
at Henessey’s. If Dine-In at restaurants is still prohibited, obviously this will be cancelled. 

Arts and Entertainment              Pat Camp, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or 
not you’ve had time to read the book.  
Meeting place:  The Woman’s Club        

Meeting Time: 6PM   
 
 

Next meeting: In person will be on June 4 at the club at 6PM. Those who are on Pat’s contact 
list should watch for an email from Pat about using the app Zoom for meetings in the next 
two months. 
 Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will enjoy the stories 
of this group. 
 
Future books will be:  
 
May "City of Girls" by Elizabeth Gilbert 
 
June " The Better Liar" by Tanen Jones 
 
July "Little Women" by Louise May Alcott 
 
August  "Hill Women" By Cassie Chambers  
  
September ""Dress your Family in Corduroy and Denim" by David Sedans 
 
October " The Vanishing" By Jayne Ann Krentz 
 
November "Catcher in the Rye" by J D Salinger 
 
December  " The Christmas on Tradd Street"  by Karen White  

Soon after our March luncheon in accordance with the membership vote to donate 
our old lunch dishes to Every Woman’s Place and raise enough funds for parlor 
flooring replacement through member donations, that was accomplished. One of 
our newer members, Elisa Hopper who works at EWP transported the dishes for 
us. Thank you to  Karen Bednarak, Ann Caris, Pam Caris, RaeJean Erickson, Julie 
Haines, Audrey Link, Ruth Lofton, Jeanine Ober, Karen Panozzo, Carol       
Thompson, Gavonnie Williams, and Nancy Bierenga for donations to allow us to 
give the dishes away. 

DISHES DONATED 



5  
Page 5 

And Another Thing...or Two 

Save the Date! Gather up a princess and join us for a great party!  
The Princess Party has been rescheduled to June 6. We are planning/hoping that by the 
middle of  May we will be allowed events of 50 or less, so tickets will be limited. 

During this enforced quieter lifestyle, it is a good time to think about the needs of 
those around us. If you have the ability to write a card or send a note to someone 
who is living alone, please do so. And if you’d like to suggest a name be added to 
our club list to mail to, send it or call me with it and I’ll send it out to everyone. 

Junk to Jewels—Sharon and Diane have decided to reschedule the event to September 25 
and 26. 

Green Eggs and Ham will be held on September 12 as a Back to School Bash and 1/2 
Birthday Party for Dr. Seuss. 

Nominating Committee               Barbara Scott and Holly Nolan 

Nominating Committee Report 
Slate of Candidates 2020-2021 
To: GMWC Membership 
From: Nominating Committee 
Barbara Scott, Chair 
Holly Nolan 
We, the Nominating Committee, are pleased to report we have all the available positions for the FY 
2020-2021 Board of Directors filled with willing and energetic people. It is encouraging that new 
members are willing to assume leadership positions in the club. 
This Slate of Candidates was presented to the Board at their March meeting for approval and was   
accepted. 
Here is the Slate of Candidates for 2020-2021 
Voting Members of the Board of Directors 
 

President-Elect - Pat Camp 
Vice President - Pam Caris 
Recording Secretary - Linda Traylor 
Treasurer - Staci Geiger 
Member-at-Large - Kay Ostrom 
Non-voting Member: 
Nominating Committee - Deb Roest 
Returning Members: 
Hannah Olechnowicz - President 
Immediate Past President: - Nancy Bierenga 
Holly Nolan - Nominating Committee, Chair 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Barbara Scott, Chair, Nominating Committee 

 
 
If you are not able or choose not to attend our May 20 
luncheon, you may vote by absentee ballot. You may 
either mail your ballot to the club or send it with a 
member who will be attending. The votes must be   
received prior to the noon meeting. 
 
If we are not allowed to have our May election meeting 
per the governor’s directive, at the recommendation of 
the Club Parliamentarian (Dolores Brondyke) the      
approval of this slate by the board of directors will be 
deemed to be the approval of the membership and 
there will be no further nominations. 

Absentee Voting Instructions 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  
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Dorothy Brink 29 
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