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You’ll Want to Know...
The President’s Pen

President, Nancy

Dear Club Members,
It has been another warmer than average week here in Muskegon. I must say that it feels
good to not worry about the club pipes freezing. It turns out that the ecobee thermostat installed
by DTE has only a 3-month guarantee and it lasted a year, so now that it has failed we’re back on
the old programmable thermostat. It hasn’t really been a problem this winter because we’ve had
rentals about every weekend or a meeting during the week so the heat is staying higher than
usual and we’d know if it was off! Hopefully we’ll get something figured out for next year.
Women of Accomplishment is up and running with Hannah as this year’s chair. If you
know someone who should be nominated for that honor, first check the list of past winners on the
website. Then use the nomination form also on the website or contact Hannah and she’ll email you
a copy. The deadline for nominations is Feb. 13.
We’re hoping to add pictures to our membership directory/Yearbook in the future as well
as of new members when we highlight them in the newsletter. There are details in the membership
section on page 2 this month. Please work with us on this and remind your friends. It was easy for
each of us to know the others when there were only 50 of us. Now that we’re up over 100, it is
getting to be a challenge. Add to that the fact that some of our working members aren’t able to
attend lunch meetings and we really don’t know each other any more. I find it absolutely exciting
that we are gaining membership every single month. This is our assurance that the club will
continue beyond you and me. We are a valuable asset to our community that I hope will continue
for another generation, at least! Imagine how pleased Minnie Smith and her co-founders would be
to see our current club and its happenings!
February is a pretty quiet month at the club, but we are hoping to turn that into a good
amount of cleaning up. Club Pride Day is one of the hallmarks of what makes us
great. We have pride in our club building and we want that to show by how well
we keep it clean and in good repair. Of course that’s the big things like the new
roof, but it is also the day-to-day cleaning. In the past we’ve tried hiring someone
to clean the club—that works okay when we have money, but it is obviously the
first to go when things get tight. As a result, this year the board members will be
choosing a room to be their responsibility. They will then call some members to
ask them to help. The golden day is Monday, Feb. 24. 9AM-3PM. We’ll order
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Winter Break—No Club Meeting
6 Book Talk
19 Board of Directors Meeting
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4 Membership Meeting
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12 Green Eggs & Ham Set-up
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18 Board of Directors Meeting
20 Newsletter Articles Due
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28 Women of Accomplishment
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6:00 PM
TBA
10:00 AM
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5:00 PM
TBA
9:00 AM
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MEMBER Relations COMMITTEE
Meet our Newer Members!

Karin Carlson, Chair

by Holly Nolan

Welcome to the following people who just joined the club—we will have info about them in the future.
Stephanie Chappel-Couser
2825 Jefferson St. 49444 951.961.0446 stephanie.couser@yahoo.com
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We have more members to welcome this month – aren’t we fortunate to have so many people joining
our Club!

First is Rita Lundell. Rita lives in Muskegon with her husband, Frank. She was referred by Carolyn
Bowen and Paula Martin. She notes that she enjoys the camaraderie and looks forward to becoming
involved with our Club’s civic projects and outreach.
Rita Lundell, 3239 Scenic Drive, Muskegon 49445
Phone 231-766-3802, Cell 231-557-1604
Birthday 11-27
Next is Karen Lamb. Karen lives in Spring Lake and enjoys playing piano, riding her bike, reading,
cooking and hiking. She is involved with care of the elderly at Comfort Keepers and works as an
investigator for the Friend of the Court in Grand Haven. She has one step-daughter, one
granddaughter and two dogs.
Karen Lamb, 17555 144th Ave #A, Spring Lake 49456
Phone 231-571-8538 and 616-846-8367
E-mail KLAMB@miottawa.org
Birthday 2-15
Next is Kristi Buris. Kristi lives in North Muskegon and has two children (Christopher Johnson and
Kimberly Johnson Dekker) and 1 grandchild (Sofia Dekker). Her hobbies are scrapbooking and travel.
She was born in Patras, Greece and adopted by George and RoseMarie Buris in 1957 (Delores
Brondyke’s brother and sister-in-law). She owns U.S 31 Barbeque and is newly semi-retired. Her
travel plans include Greece, Paris, London, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, France and Spain! Wow!
She says she is making up for 20 years behind the steam table. Way to go, Kristi!
Kristi Buris, 2002 Ruddiman, North Muskegon 49445
231-343-7981
E-mail Kristi.Buris@yahoo.com
Birthday 3-5

PHILANTHROPY

BOD, Chair

Our philanthropy for this fiscal year will be money or children’s books that we’ll donate to
Read Early, Read Often. This is an effort, through the ISD, to promote early childhood reading. Books
are placed in various sites through the county and from there distributed especially to at-risk children
to prepare for educational success. Bring cash or gently used books to any meeting this year.
On March 7 we will participate in a Read Early, Read Often Birthday Party where we’ll have a
booth with an activity and information about our Green Eggs event and other club activities for
children and their parents.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
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Happy Anniversary
1910
As their tenth anniversary year unfolded under the direction of
President, Mrs. C.L. Thompson, membership had blossomed from the original
thirty charter members to 108. The course of study for that momentous year
was ‘The Achievements of Twentieth Century Women’.
The year began on a high note in October with a delightful anniversary
celebration attended by 140 members and guests. The Assembly Room of the
Muskegon Club was gaily festooned with fall flowers and brilliantly colored fall foliage
creating a lovely setting for the event.
A number of past presidents were in attendance that day as Mrs. Antha Gray, the first
president of Muskegon Woman’s Club, rose and spoke eloquently of the club’s humble
beginnings with words now familiar to us today:
We had been experiencing a noble discontent – neither the peaceful environment of home nor
social pleasures had satisfied our hearts. Philanthropy had not filled us, the pursuit of fads had
exhausted us, and of the making of doilies there was no end. We were anxious to test our capabilities
and to gauge our limitations. We desired to have a hand in the broadening and uplifting of women’s
influence, and recognized the aid and power furnished by organization. The time seemed ripe for the
organization of a literary society.
Mrs. Gray then shared highlights of the past as well as plans for the new club year
and how the club had become a prominent factor for good in the community, perhaps the greatest
stir it ever made being the letter of protest to the Board of Education in 1891 objecting to the amount
of blackboard work given to children. The letter was copied in papers all over the state and elicited a
dignified and considerate response from the trustees.
Refreshments including cocoa and champagne wafers followed an informal program,
Echoes of Summer Outings.
Well done, Ladies

Please Help us put the Puzzle Together!
We will be adding pictures of all members to our Yearbook beginning with our new club year.

In order to accomplish that, the Member Care committee needs your picture. These will be
taken at the rest of our membership meetings this year. The books are completed during the
summer so they can be distributed beginning at the August picnic.
If you are one of our remote members, you may have your picture taken where you are and
email it to Nancy at nancy.f.b2020@gmail.com before June 30. In addition, we’re hoping to add
pictures of new members to the newsletter when we introduce them so we can get to know one
another more easily.
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Lorie Hawkins, chair

Dine Out in January was at Teddy Spaghetti’s in
Cloverville.
On Thursday, Feb. 27 our Dine Out group will meet
at 6PM at The Glenside Pub (1508 W. Sherman Blvd.).
Several from our group have been meeting on
Wednesday afternoons to paint items that we will sell at
the GMWC booth next fall at the Artisan Market. We
plan to work on our project again on Feb. 5 and 19 at
2PM at the club. Anyone who would like to help is
welcome to join us!
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Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that
book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Woman’s Club

Meeting Time: 6PM
Next meeting: February 6

We will discuss our January book, August Snow by

Stephan Mack Jones
Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will
enjoy the stories of this group (not always about the book!!! Tee hee.)
Future Books:
February "Where the Crawdads Sing" by Delia Owens
March "False Pretenses" by Catherine Coulter
April "Almost Sisters" by Joshlyn Jackson
May "City of Girls" by Elizabeth Gilbert
June " The Better Liar" by Tanen Jones
July "Little Women" by Louise May Alcott
August "Hill Women" By Cassie Chambers
September ""Dress your Family in Corduroy and Denim" by David Sedans
October " The Vanishing" By Jayne Ann Krentz
November "Catcher in the Rye" by J D Salinger
December " The Christmas on Tradd Street" by Karen White
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And Another Thing...
Club Pride Day
On Feb. 24 we will hold another Club Pride Day. That’s the day we show our pride in this
lovely building by helping to bring it back to sparkling glory. We have been doing this twice a year for
many years, largely with a small handful of women who showed up year after year. Most people don’t
think of cleaning as a fun event,, though I’m sure some of you can’t get enough of it.
In order to get more accomplished this year, the board has decided to divide up room
responsibilities and make some phone calls to members to get willing workers. So, you should be expecting a phone call. If we know you work during the day, we won’t probably call you except if we
can’t get a full crew. Please consider helping for a couple hours or for all six hours if possible. We will
get lunch from US-31 BBQ at noon, so please be sure to bring money to pay for your lunch ($7ish). If
we find that there are enough people who work during the day that would make it worthwhile to have
an evening session, we will be sure to save enough work and organize that.

Advance Notice
In spite of the thought that we intended to take a break from having the Junk to Jewels
Indoor Garage sale, Sharon Beck and some other members decided to give it another go. The
event is scheduled for April 24-25. If you have items to donate, please contact Sharon. We do
not have the ability to store furniture at the club. The committee will be collecting donations
at the club from April 19 through the 23rd.

Extending Our Sympathy
We extend our sympathy to member and past-president, Dianne Beck. Her son Billy died in
January from the influenza. Arrangements have not been completed as of this writing. Dianne has
been in the hospital with pneumonia for the last week, also. An email will be sent out to those who
have email when we hear about a memorial service for Billy. If you don’t have email, you may contact
Nancy Bierenga or Sharon Beck for details.

Raise the Roof
If you made a pledge for the roof campaign, the time has come to pay so we will know exactly
how much we have to work with and how much we still need to raise. We will be sending out pledge
payment request letters within the next month. If you have not yet made a pledge, but would like to
make a gift, there will be donation forms on the tables at our March luncheon and our April brunch.
In addition to the roof, the board is hoping to have enough money to have splitters installed in
the ballroom that would allow us to take the chill off in the spring and fall and to make the ballroom
more comfortable during the summer—which would allow us to take rentals during the summer
months. They would probably not reduce the temperature to what we’d call air conditioned as we’re
used to it at home, but it would take out some of the extra humidity and drop the temp by 10-15
degrees in most summer weather.

Volume XII, Issue 2

GMWC

6

Deb Roest, the event chair, will be looking for volunteers for set-up and also at the event.
If you are interested in helping, please get hold of Deb at 231.744.1936.
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This year marks the 24th Annual Women of Accomplishment Awards
Ceremony. This event was created by the Muskegon Community College to recognize
volunteers who made an impact of the Muskegon Community, especially on our women
and youth. After a few years, MCC staff asked the Women’s Division of the Chamber
of Commerce for their help in organizing and holding the event. After a couple more
years, WDCC asked the Woman’s Club to assist. For the last ten or so years, the
Woman’s Club members have been the driving force keeping this event happening.
Several years ago our member, Florence (Bright) Stahl thought of having the Women of
Achievement Hall of Fame in our Tea Room upstairs at the club. That was opened the following year.
To date there have been over 80 women honored for their volunteer work in Muskegon. Their names are
all listed on the wall and there is a list on our website.
This year’s committee chair is Hannah Olechnowicz. MCC has kept up their involvement by having
Trynette Lottie Harps work on the committee and they’ve been a major sponsor every year.. The other committee
members, Pamela Caris, Dorothy Brinks, Nancy Bierenga, and Helen Adams have been on the committee for
several years as well.
The committee has been meeting for about a month. Letters have gone out to potential sponsors and to
potential nominators. If you are interested in helping with the event, sponsoring the event, or making a nomination
of a local volunteer, there is information on our website, our Facebook page, or from any committee member.
If we, through sponsorships and ticket sales, have more money raised than is needed for the event, the
Board has determined that the excess funds be divided four ways with one fourth staying at the club to help pay
for utilities, insurance, snow removal, etc. and the other three fourths is divided between the three recipients and
sent to a 501(c)(3) of their choice.
If you’d like to attend the awards ceremony brunch on March 28 at 9AM., there will be response cards
available at the membership meeting on March 4 or you may call Nancy at 231.730.0887.
The March issue of our newsletter will hopefully include this year’s honorees. Giving the keynote
address this year will be prior Woman of Accomplishment, Kim Sims.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

February
12
13
26

Dianne Buck
Christine Robere
Kay Ostrom

