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You’ll Want to Know...
The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
This has been one crazy busy month! I’ve certainly spent more
time at the club than at home. And in between there I’m still trying to
sell houses. I hope you’ve been able to at least get inside the club building or will by the time our next
luncheon date is here. We’ve had a couple rentals this month already and it’s a good thing they wanted
early dates because from today on there isn’t really much open time.
Thanks to Paula Martin, Pat Green, Jenny Wilkins, and Helen Adams for helping me decorate
the ballroom and touches in the rest of, especially the main floor rooms. It always looks so festive once
the tree is up and all the other decorating is finished. We’ve already had lots of positive comments. And
this year our early January rentals like the Christmas décor and asked to keep it up, so that makes it even
more worthwhile to do the work.
The sculpture dedication tea went well. There were several people who hadn’t been into the club
before this, so it was fun to listen to how impressed they are with everything happening here. And now
we’re about ready for Gingerbread! At this point we have 204 houses reserved. It looks like it will be our
largest crowd in several years. Lots of volunteers are needed. Pam Caris has done a fine job recruiting
workers and getting donations of candy and bakery supplies. Dorothy Brink will be heading up the icing
contingent and she has arranged for several people to help with that.
Then right on the heels of Thanksgiving and Black Friday is Small Business Saturday and our
emphasis on elegantly crafted items by local Artisans at the Artisan Market on December 1. Karin
Carlson has arranged for several new artisans, along with past participants that ask to come back. The
club will be packed with lovely items and people doing their gift shopping.
Two days later we start with Tables of Elegance. Twelve elegant or fun holiday tables will be
arranged by club members and local businesses. There are still a few seats left for the culminating event
on Dec. 9—get hold of Hannah Olechnowicz to purchase a ticket. Dinner will again be a buffet catered
by Dave’s Kountry Katering. Entertainment this year will be Reeths Puffer High School’s Madrigals.
In between there is our luncheon on Dec. 4 where you’ll be able to enjoy the decorated tables.
After lunch Jilly Barnes will have a repeat snowman class for anyone who wants to stay. The cost will
be $24 and $4 from each will go to Raise the Roof! And on Dec. 6 3-5PM is our resurrection
of an old event, Christmas at the Club, for our business and residential neighbors to also
enjoy the pretty tables.
I just can’t help but think about how Minnie Smith would be clapping and smiling
with how well we’re using the building. Happy Holidays to all of you.

Nancy
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Club Calendar

2019/2020 Board of Directors

December
2 Tables Decorated
4 Membership Meeting
5 Book Talk
6 Christmas at the Club
9 Evening of Elegance
18 BOD
20 Newsletter Deadline

12 N
6 PM
3-5 PM
5:30 PM
12 N
5PM

January
Winter Break—no club meeting
2 Book Talk
15 BOD Meeting
24 Newsletter Deadline

6 PM
1 PM
5 PM
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MEMBER Relations COMMITTEE
Meet our Newer Members!

Karin Carlson, Chair

by Holly Nolan

We welcomed Staci Geiger last month, but had her old address. Her new address is 805 Franklin St.,
North Muskegon 49445.
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Welcome to the following people who just joined the club—we will have info about them in the future.
 Niki Studabaker 341 Churchill Dr. 49441 231.286.1511 nstudabaker@comcast.net BD Nov. 9
 Julia Haines 295 W Lancaster Dr. 49445 231. 206.2255 jhaines04@comcast.net BD Sept. 4
 Susan Nielsen 2572 Fenner Rd 49445 231.744.6401 susannielsen38@yahoo.com March 22
 Elisa Hopper 3625 McCracken 49441 231.780.8193 elisa.hopper@gmail.com BD Sept. 12

Do You Want to Build a Snowman?
Jilly is bringing her studio to the Woman’s
Club again on Wednesday, Dec. 4, following
our regular luncheon and until 5PM that
day. The cost is $24 per snowman. All the
cutting is done—you just choose the parts
to design and glue your own creation. Jilly
will fire them and bring them back to the
club where they’ll be available for pick up by
the end of the following week.
$4 from each snowman will be donated by
Jilly to our Raise the Roof Campaign!
It will take less than an hour to make each
snowman (closer to a half-hour).
This event is open to the public, so contact
your friends!

PHILANTHROPY

BOD, Chair

Our philanthropy for this fiscal year will be money or children’s books that we’ll donate to
Read Early, Read Often. This is an effort, through the ISD, to promote early childhood reading. Books
are placed in various sites through the county and from there distributed especially to at-risk children
to prepare for educational success. Bring cash or gently used books to any meeting this year.
Thank you to Bob Nolan from the Nolan Insurance Agency who donated $300 so the MAISD
could supply enough books that we are able to have Santa give a free book to every child who attends
the Gingerbread Event!
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

Days Gone By
Committees Carry On
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By the tenth anniversary of Muskegon Woman’s Club, the ladies had
grown and flourished in so many ways, so much so that the dreaded Pronunciation
Committee was no longer necessary. Its demise, no doubt, elicited a long,
collective sigh of relief.
As mentioned previously, much of the work of the club was accomplished
through its
ever-expanding number of committees, work that in many ways
benefited the community through speakers of note, presentations, and highly anticipated plays.
And so it was that the Dramatic Committee performed the ‘Prince of Egypt’ to a sold out
crowd at the Opera House on Thanksgiving night. It had been decided that year to host their annual
play in the fall instead of in the spring as had been the custom due to the unpredictability of the
weather and also due to the plethora of social activities preceding the Lenten season.
Not to be outdone, the Music Committee performed regularly at club meetings on ‘Open
Days’ when their meetings were open to guests. The committee also presented a play at the Armory
that year attended by over three hundred guests.
“In an effort to promote a sympathetic acquaintance between the teachers of the public
schools and the members of the club, the Educational Committee invited teachers to an evening
meeting at which papers were presented on children and learning. In return, the teachers extended an
invitation to club members to visit their schools during the winter months. As ‘Child Study’ was to be
the course of study the following club year, the ladies enthusiastically accepted and made thirty-four
half day visits that included every school in the district.

Gingerbread Recap

We set a record in both attendance and money raised this year. It was crazy, fun, and busy the whole
month of November between house assembly through clean-up! Final numbers will be announced at
the December luncheon.
Thank you to the committee, Dorothy Brink, Pam Caris, and Nancy Bierenga for all the organizing
and shopping and event work. When everyone does a part, the work is fun!
In addition, thank you to:
 House cutters, Carol Thompson, Sandy Wellington, Audrey Link, Kristi Buris
 Assembly helpers, Dolores Brondyke, Kristi Buris, Carolyn Bowen, Audrey Link, Suzanne Hayes,
Rita Lundell
 Set-up people, Bob Bierenga, Kristi Buris, Audrey Link, Carolyn Bowen, and high school students
Raylynn and Avery who were doing their Senior Project
 Event helpers, Gavonnie Williams, Kristi Buris, Kay Meyers, Candy Ashley, Helen Alberts, Paula
Martin, Staci Geiger, Lori Hawkins, Sharon Beck, Pat Greene, Sandy Wellington
 Sponsors: Nolan Insurance (Books for Kids), Soils & Structures (10 free houses for Read Muskegon
participants), and Novotny Electric (supplies)
 Merchant donors: Rykes Bakery, Goober’s Bakery, Meijer, US 31 BBQ, McDonald’s Candy,
Lakeside Emporium, Great Lakes Fresh Market, Target, Walmart.

This event could not happen year after year without all the great assistance from all of you!
Thank You, thank you, thank you!
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Lorie Hawkins, chair

Dine Out on Nov. 18 was at the 4 Corners Café at the 4
corners in North Muskegon. Our former club member,
Tresha Kidder, owns 4 Corners and opened the restaurant
just for us that evening. It was a fun evening with great
food!
On Thursday, Dec. 19 our Dine Out group will meet at
6PM at Se4s0ns Gastropub, at the Muskegon Country
Club. This is our Holiday Party and you are invited to bring
a gift ($15-20) for a blind gift exchange. Participation in the
gift exchange is optional. Come to dinner in any case!
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Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Woman’s Club

Meeting Time: 6PM
Next meeting: December 5

A Gentleman in Moscow by Armo Towles and
The Adults by Caroline Hulse
The November meeting was cancelled by the weather
Schedule for the rest of 2019:

Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will enjoy the stories
of this group (not always about the book!!! Tee hee.)
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And Another Thing...
A Sincere and Heartfelt Thank You!
Thank you to Cathy Drust and Bruno Olechnowicz for the new exterior door off the
ramp side of the ballroom! The weather and work situation finally allowed the work to be
done!

Holiday Decorating our Historic Homes
Unbeknownst to many of you, a dedicated group of ladies kicks off each holiday season by
decorating the parlors of the historic Hume Home. The beautiful Queen Anne home was built from
1887 and 1889 next door to Thomas Hume’s friend and business partner, Charles Hackley. Members
of the Hume Family lived in the home until 1952 when Constance Hume sold it to Daycare of America. The beautiful home is filled with artifacts belonging to the family including a replica of their
Christmas tree in the formal parlor.
On a cold, snowy afternoon last week, Pam Caris, Karin Carlson, and Gavonnie Williams
adorned the parlors with Christmas greenery and festive decorations, much to our delight.
If you would enjoy the experience of a by-gone Christmas, the homes are open to the public as follows:
November 30th from 4-8 pm
December 1st and 28th from 1-4 pm
December 7th, 14th, 21st, and 27th from 4-8 pm

Volume XI, Issue 12
GMWC

6

7

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

December

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Eloise Selleck
Cindy Falkowski
Sarah Andrie
Caroline Mayberry
Staci Geiger
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