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You’ll Want to Know...
The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
It’s still feeling summery today as I write this, but since we’re
having our September BOD meeting today, I can assure you fall is well under way whether or not
we feel ready.
We have continued to stay busy at the club. Between rentals and getting things done
there is certainly not a week that goes by without some occupied time. Hopefully we can continue
that into the winter and coming year. The downstairs kitchen cupboards have almost all be
cleaned and shelf liner put on. After the last ones are finished we will begin upstairs.
Thanks to letters sent out by three of our members we are receiving checks for the new
roof almost daily. If you’d be willing to mail a letter to some of your friends letting them know
about our need for a new roof and asking them for a donation, please get hold of me and I’ll
supply you with the letter, response cards, and return address labels. Speaking of response cards,
one of our members asked me last month after the luncheon to make those available on the tables.
If you haven’t already made a donation to Raise the Roof, please use the response card on the
table (or you may just send or bring a check to the club with Raise the Roof in the memo line).
You will get a gold star on your nametag in recognition, as well as a receipt. We are planning to
begin work on the roof as soon as spring weather allows. Meanwhile we’re hoping to get a couple
more bids on the work.
Our September luncheon was attended by about 45 of us—a near record for recent years!
Let’s keep up the trend and have another good turnout for October. This month we’ll have a bit of
a business meeting so you can again hear about upcoming events and needs surrounding those,
but then we’re going to just take time for visiting and getting to know our new members.
October through mid-December is a very busy time at the club. There are many opportunities for you to help with events, either behind the scenes or at the event itself. If you’re on
Facebook, please be sure to Like our club page so you get notices that you can share
about
upcoming events. Like it or not, print advertising has take a backseat to the
web. If you share an event with your friends and we all do that, the events have a great
likelihood of success! With that being said, I hope to see most of our members at the
Short Stacks pancake breakfast at Applebee’s on Saturday, the 26th! Even if you didn’t
pre-buy a ticket, you are welcome to attend. We may sell admission at the door. $10
for adults and $5 for under 12.
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MEMBER Relations COMMITTEE
Meet our Newer Members!

Karin Carlson, Chair

by Holly Nolan

Please help us welcome new member Pat Greene. She lives in the Reeths Puffer area with her husband Martin
and has three children and three grandchildren. She enjoys quilting, gardening, reading and genealogy and
heard about our club through the internet.
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Pat Greene, 2200 Becker Road, Muskegon 49445
Home phone 231-719-2641, cellphone 231-557-6706.
Email pgreene597@comcast.net.
Birthday August 11
Next is Sandy Wellington who lives out by Lake Michigan with her husband, David. She enjoys knitting,
crocheting, making jewelry and making stained glass and mosaics.
Sandy Wellington, 1130 Scenic Drive, Muskegon 49445
Home phone 231-744-8020
e-mail vince.mwell@gmail.com
Birthday March 25
Next is Caroline Mayberry, who lives in Montague. She is a member of the White Lake Eagles, the Pentwater
Yacht Club, and enjoys book club, cooking and travel.
Caroline Mayberry, PO Box 251, Montague MI 49437
Phone 231-578-3403
Email scmayberry1112@gmail.com
Next is Claudia Bryant. She enjoys golf, reading and travel and is retired from United Way and Big Brothers.
She and her husband Dana live in Muskegon and have four children and two grandchildren.
Claudia Bryant, 2121 Ridgeway, Muskgon 49441
Phone 231-206-2534
Email CFBryant53@gmail.com
Birthday June 14

Yearbook Corrections:
As hard as we try, here is the first set of changes to make in your new yearbook.
Carol Thompson’s correct cell phone number is: 231.329.6290 Her home number was correct in the
yearbook.

Member Group Pictures
Prints of the group picture taken several years ago by Rae Jean Erickson have been
located. You may order prints of different sizes.
4X6 (faces won’t be very visible) $.33
5X7 $1.49
8X10 $2.99
We plan to frame an 8X10 and put it on the wall in the parlor.
Gavonnie will be at the luncheon where you can see the picture and place your order
there with her.

PHILANTHROPY

BOD, Chair

Our philanthropy for this fiscal year will be money or children’s books that we’ll donate to
Read Early, Read Often. This is an effort, through the ISD, to promote early childhood reading. Books
are placed in various sites through the county and from there distributed especially to at-risk children
to prepare for educational success. Bring cash or gently used books to any meeting this year.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

An Extraordinary Year
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1898-1899 continued

A subtle change was occurring in the ladies of the club during that first
decade. As their knowledge and awareness evolved, their confidence and
courage grew exponentially, and the next decade would find them reaching
out in entirely new directions. By this time the club played a vital role in the
life of the community through its guest speakers and especially through its plays. Whereas
in the early days, Music Day and Dramatic Day were exclusively for members, these fete
days were now open to the community. And so it was, that on Music Day, ‘A Spinster’s
Club’ played to a packed audience, while ‘A Russian Honeymoon’ performed by the Drama
Committee at the Opera House delighted two hundred plus guests.
A side note that will become far more significant in years to come, it was in 1898 that the
ladies voted and passed their very first resolution (motion) to extend the courtesies of the
club to the wives of pastors as well as the librarian of Hackley Public Library which became
a long standing tradition of the club for years to come. It wouldn’t be long before their
resolutions came to have a dramatic effect on the Common Council of Muskegon and the
community, as you shall see.
However, all of this pales in comparison to what was to come yet that year when it was
announced that the club was the beneficiary of a magnificent gift that quite literally took
their breath away. Unbeknownst to them, the Mesdames Hackley, Erwin, and Temple took
it upon themselves to purchase a lot – lot 7 of block 69 on the corner of Webster Avenue
and Second Street and bequeath it to the club. Their long cherished dream of a clubhouse
had finally come one major step closer to fruition through the largesse of these ladies. A
most extraordinary year indeed!

Reminder—the prize drawing at our October luncheon will be among those
who brought guests to our August picnic or our September or October luncheons
who are potential members. That drawing will repeat in December and May. In
May there will be a drawing for a free membership among all those who brought
guests that actually joined the club.
Other months the drawing will be those who RSVP for that month’s luncheon.
Thank you to Gavonnie Williams who provides these fun monthly prizes.
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LIFESTYLES

Lorie Hawkins, chair

Our next Dine Out will be on October 15 at 6PM at 794 Kitchen + Bar at 794 Pine St.
If you’re able to join us, contact Lorie Hawkins by 5PM on the 13th. (The September Dine
Out will be on Tuesday, the 24th at 6PM at El Burrito Loco on Harvey St.)
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Our painting class in September was great fun and produced some fine pictures!
In the winter we’ll schedule another class where we make wall plaques and in the
spring a wreath class. If you have any class requests or know a fun teacher, please tell
Nancy.

Please join us at the club on Sunday, October 13 between noon and 3PM
to begin your Christmas shopping or to pick up something you used to be
able to get only at a home party. The response from vendors has been so
great that we have expanded to include the tea room upstairs. Some
vendors will sell Cash and Carry, some will take orders—for many it’s a
combination. There will be snacks and coffee available for purchase.
There will be prizes for people who check out every booth. There will be
door prizes. There will be loads to look at and loads of fun!

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Woman’s Club

Meeting Time: 6PM
Next meeting: October 3

Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Morarity

Schedule for the rest of 2019:
November 7
A Gentleman in Moscow by Armo Towles
December 5
The Adults by Caroline Hulse

Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will have a good time
with this group!!!
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And Another Thing...
Wish List
There are three areas that need new flooring. The parlor, the stairs, and the foyer.
We have a notation item in the budget for New Flooring. We would like to put ceramic tile
in the entryway—staying with a vintage appearance. We would like to refloor the parlor
(using the same material as in the kitchen) and stairway. This is also on the Community
Foundation wish list for this quarter. All together we would need about $3,000. We have
about $1,000. Priority will be parlor before stairway. Foyer will be done as labor and
material is available.

Congratulations, Members!


Congratulations to our member, Audrey Link, who was named the Big Sister of the Year
by the Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Lakeshore. She will be honored at the Big Five Oh
Celebration on Sept. 26 at Bella Maria. Audrey first joined the group as a Little and then
has been a Big for several years.



Sincere congratulations also to our new member, Jenny Conners, who celebrated her
wedding here at the club on Saturday, the 21st. Her name is now Jenny Wilkins.

We’d Like to Make a Change
Over the past couple years several of our board members have found themselves tasked
each month with doing the dishes after our membership meetings. While that isn’t a problem
occasionally, it gets to be a burden after a few months in a row. Thanks in part to our great
caterer who charges us very conservatively, we currently have enough money to pay to have
the dishes washed. We are however asking for your help to bus the tables. If you are physically
able, please take turns at your table to pick up the dishes and move them to the table in the back
of the room. Please empty the trash and the cups/water glasses in the provided containers and remove
soiled linen. If getting volunteers doesn’t work, we may have to pick numbers for who will do it
each meeting. Anyone over 85 y.o. is exempt from the draft but may volunteer.
Meanwhile those who would like to continue to visit are encouraged to go into the
parlor to finish your coffee or tea and chat with your friends. You may stay there as long as you
like!
This worked well last month except we do need to have the plates emptied of food
which goes in the trash. Everything from the tables goes on the back table—not in the kitchen.

Please join us at Applebee’s on Sherman St. on Saturday, the 28th, for a breakfast of
pancakes, scrambled eggs, and toast! All that plus being served by members and friends
of the Woman’s Club between 8 and 10 AM. Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for children.
Proceeds go to our Raise the Roof Fund. Contact Hannah (231.670.1963) or Pam Caris
(231.744.9790) to save a seat. You may pay at the door. Bring Friends!
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A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.
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Shirley Green
Ann Caris
Ruth Hillman
Nancy Kinziger
Julie Smith
Joan Grillo

