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You’ll Want to Know...
The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
There’s a definite fall feel to the air today as I write this. School
is starting for my granddaughters, the oldest has moved into her own
apartment and is beginning her final year of college, number 2 is off to the dorm this week, and the
three others are off to new schools. These big changes have made me a little melancholy about how
fast the past 20 years have gone by, let alone this summer! Fall is a great time to reflect and plan.
We had a great crowd at the August picnic. There were several new members and guests, so
we had time to get to know one another, enjoyed great food, and heard about the committees and
events coming up this year.
There are a couple new events, several repeating events, and a great level of excitement. At
our luncheon on Sept. 4 we will distribute yearbooks to those who weren’t at the picnic. We will also
have the opportunity to do the membership activity questionnaire. Preferably you’ll be able to take a
few minutes at the luncheon to fill it out and hand it in so we will get back as many as possible. There
are a good variety of ways you can serve during the course of the year and we’d love to have every
single member participate in some way. Check out the questionnaire for options.
Hannah just got word that we were approved to do a fund raiser pancake breakfast on Sept.
28 at Applebee’s again this year. That will be 8AM-10AM and we need about 10 total volunteers to
work at the event. If you’re on Facebook, please be sure to go to the GMWC page, find the event
flyer, and share it to your friends. Part of the beauty of this event is that it is easy for us and it can
include the community. The ticket cost is $10 and attendees get a great breakfast—details are on
page 7.
We’re adding a new event this year, new member Michelle Fox and I are co-chairing a
Vendor Fair on October 13. There will be about 20 home-based businesses at the club selling their
wares that can only usually be purchased by attending a party. Page 6 has a flyer with details of who
will be there. An added advantage to this is that we have had interest from crafters that we have been
able to refer to Karin Carlson for her Artisan Market, so she will have some new people there as well.
I hope you will all have a peaceful and restorative Labor Day weekend and hit September
ready to join in to the anticipation and excitement of this new club year!

Nancy
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Club Calendar
September
4 Membership Luncheon
5 Book Talk
15 Painting Class
18 Board of Directors Meeting
20 Newsletter/Website Articles Due
28 Applebee’s Fundraiser

12 N
6:00PM
6:30PM
1:00PM

October
2 Membership Luncheon
3 Book Talk
13 Vendor Market
16 Board of Directors Meeting
18 Newsletter/Website Articles Due

12N
6:00PM
12N-4PM
1:00PM

8-10AM

2019/2020 Board of Directors
Nancy Bierenga, President
Hannah Olechnowicz, President-Elect
Pam Caris, Vice President
Gavonnie Williams, Imm. Past President
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Lorie Hawkins, Member at Large
BOD, Activities Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair
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MEMBER Relations COMMITTEE
Meet our Newest Members!

Karin Carlson, Chair

by Holly Nolan

Please help us welcome two more new members!
Joan Grillo lives in Grand Haven and works for the County of Ottawa Prosecutor's Office. She is active in the
Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliary, the American Legion Auxiliary, St. Patrick/St Anthony Stephen's
ministry, the Ottawa County Sheriff's Dept. Victim Advocate Team, and enjoys running, walking gardening,
cooking, reading, fund-raising activities and helping others.
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Joan M. Grillo, 1232 Woodlawn, Grand Haven 49417 Work 616-846-8300, cell 616-843-5036
email jgrillo@miottawa.org (work) birthday 10-28-49
LindaTraylor lives in Muskegon with her husband Alton and has two daughters, Leonah and Lynae, and one
grandchild Layla. She is a lifetime resident of Muskegon and member of Shiloh Missionary Baptist Church.
She attended GVSU, obtained her Associates from MCC, and made history at Reeths Puffer for being the first
African American female drum major.
She has served for over 40 years in the youth department and as music director and senior choir secretary at
her church. She was recently installed as music director for the Michigan State Baptist convention music
department and has been a soloist for church programs, weddings and community concerts. She has also been
active with the Muskegon Big Reds Band Parent Association, President of Reeths Puffer Neighborhood
Improvement Association, ran for Muskegon City Commissioner, served as a Michigan Delegate for the
Democratic Party and assisted over 200 young men prepare for employment while enrolled in community
re-entry. She is an advocate for equality for all, especially people of color.
Linda Traylor, 1669 Burton Road, Muskegon 49442 231-855-4788
email ltsgmuskegon@gmail.com birthday November 24

Yearbook Corrections:
As hard as we try, here is the first set of changes to make in your new yearbook.

Pat Greene’s cell phone number is 231.557.6706—the number given is her home phone
Susan Holkeboer’s phone number is 231.750.3406
Rita Lundell’s correct email is rmlundell@comcast.net
Paula Martin’s cell phone is 231.557.2187—the number in the book is her home phone also
Carol Thompson’s correct phone number is: 231.329.6290
Welcome to New Member:
Jenny Conners 3070 Sherwood Ct. 49441 231.246.5432 jenny.conners@gmail.com

Member Group Pictures
Prints of the group picture taken several years ago by Rae Jean Erickson have been
located. You may order prints of different sizes.
4X6 (faces won’t be very visible) $.33
5X7 $1.49
8X10 $2.99
We plan to frame an 8X10 and put it on the wall in the parlor.
Gavonnie will be at the luncheon where you can see the picture and place your order
there with her.

PHILANTHROPY

BOD, Chair

On the Annual Day of Caring, the first Friday of September, (9/6) The United Way of the
Lakeshore will again do their Fill the Truck sorting at the club. If you’d like to donate school supplies
or money for this, you may bring them to the luncheon or to the club on the 6th.
Our philanthropy for this fiscal year will be money or children’s books that we’ll donate to
Read Early, Read Often. This is an effort, through the ISD, to promote early childhood reading. Books
are placed in various sites through the county and from there distributed especially to at-risk children
to prepare for educational success. Bring cash or gently used books to any meeting this year.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

Karin Carlson’s sister passed away early on August 26. Karin has been spending her
days caring for her sister. As a result, she is taking a month off from writing this
article.
Please join the board in expressing our sympathy to Karin and celebrating her sister’s
life. There will be no funeral service.

One of the fantastic foods we enjoyed at the August picnic was the Brussel Sprout casserole
Holly Nolan brought. We asked her to share the recipe here. This is one to enjoy!
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Maple Roasted Brussel Sprouts with Bacon
2-3 lbs Brussel sprouts
1/2 C olive oil
1/2 C maple syrup
package of bacon, cut up
salt and pepper to taste (I use garlic salt)
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Line LARGE cookie sheet with parchment paper. (If you have a
really large cookie sheet like I do, use 3 pounds of Brussel sprouts). Cut them in half into a large
bowl, add the rest of the ingredients and stir well. Arrange in single layer on cookie sheet and
bake for 45 minutes, turning them once halfway through. Transfer to baking dish and
serve. P.S. I also never measure the olive oil or maple syrup, I just dump it in until it looks
good, so if you want more of anything, feel free to add.
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LIFESTYLES

Lorie Hawkins, chair

Our next Dine Out will be on Sept. 24 at 6PM at El Burrito Loco at
5916 Harvey St. If you’re able to join us, contact Lorie Hawkins by 5PM
on the 23rd.
We’ve scheduled a Painting class for Sept.17 at 6:30 PM. Please
contact Deb Roest by 5PM on the 13th if you’d like to join us. The cost is
$25.
If there are other classes you’d like us to hold at the club, please get
hold of Nancy! It would be fun to do a class at least every couple months.

We’d Like to Make a Change
Over the past couple years several of our board members have found themselves tasked
each month with doing the dishes after our membership meetings. While that isn’t a problem
occasionally, it gets to be a burden after a few months in a row. Thanks in part to our great
caterer who charges us very conservatively, we currently have enough money to pay to have
the dishes washed. We are however asking for your help to bus the tables. If you are physically
able, please take turns at your table to pick up the dishes and move them to the table in the back
of the room. Empty the trash and the cups/water glasses in the provided containers and
remove soiled linen. If getting volunteers doesn’t work, we may have to pick numbers for who
will do it each meeting. Anyone over 85 y.o. is exempt from the draft but may volunteer.
Meanwhile those who would like to continue to visit are encouraged to go into the
parlor to finish your coffee or tea and chat with your friends. You may stay there as long as you
like!
Let’s give this a try and see if it works out and doesn’t cost us too much.

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Woman’s Club

Meeting Time: 6PM

Next meeting: September 5 Discuss They May Not Mean to but They Do, A Tree Grows in Brooklyn,
and Britt Marie Was Here
Schedule for the rest of 2019:
September 5 Britt Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman
October 3
Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Morarity
November 7
A Gentleman in Moscow by Armo Towles
December 5
The Adults by Caroline Hulse

Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will have a good time
with this group!!!
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And Another Thing...
Wish List
There are three areas that need new flooring. The parlor, the stairs, and the foyer. We
have a notation item in the budget for New Flooring. We would like to put ceramic tile in the
entryway—staying with a vintage appearance. We would like to refloor the parlor (using the
same material as in the kitchen) and stairway. This is also on the Community Foundation wish
list for this quarter. All together we would need about $3,000. We have about $1,000. Priority
will be parlor before stairway. Foyer will be done as labor and material is available.
Thank you to Bruno and Lindy Olechnowicz for ALL their help in remaking the little
bathroom off the kitchen and in replacing the ramp door. Be sure to check out their fantastic
work when you come to the luncheon!

Raising the Roof
There are letters going out to a group of people around Muskegon asking for
donations. If you haven’t been asked or if you are willing and able to increase your
donation, please do consider this the ask. At the luncheon we will have donation
response cards available for you to donate or pledge. We’re asking that pledges be paid
by the end of December of this year so we can begin work as soon as possible in the
spring. In addition to personal donations, we’re hoping to have another successful fund
raiser, Short Stacks for a Tall Cause at Applebee’s on Sherman St. on Sept. 28 from 810 AM. Please consider attending, bringing friends, helping at the event, and if you
have a Facebook account, sharing it there.

Community Events


Coming Up For Air will be previewed on Sept. 3 at Celebration Cinema at 7:30 pm. Meet
cast and crew. Everyone is welcome to attend. This locally filmed movie is about mental
health. Previews were shown at the club in 2018.



The United Way Fill the Truck collection for this quarter is school supplies. If you’d like
to make a donation you may bring it to the luncheon or to the club on Friday, Sept. 6. We
will be sorting supplies at the club at least during the morning on the 6th. If you’re
planning to come after noon, check with Nancy to see if we’re still at work. (231.730.0887)



Rotary needs help at Oktoberfest on October 4 and 5. They need help selling beer,
checking IDs, helping with activities, and other things. I (Nancy) will be selling beer on
the first shift on October 4 at 5PM. Use this link to sign up to work: http://
volunteer4festival.com/?fest=30 The Board is hoping to order logo T shirts or Zip-up
Sweatshirts and have them available to wear while volunteering. We will hopefully have
information available by the luncheon.
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A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

1 Judi Delis
10 Loribeth Clark
11 Marlene Dykstra
Brenda Jeisy
15 Carol Thompson
16 Rebeca Treder
Linda Griffith
17 Ruth Lofton
23 Deborah Roest
27 RaeJean Erickson
30 Jennie Naffie

Hoppy
Birthday

