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The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
I’m so excited about the future of our club! We’re welcoming new members every month,
we got permission from the Historic Commission to go with the alternative material for the roof,
and this month we received another donation from our wish list at the community foundation—this
time to re-wallpaper the cloak room and buy new curtains and ceiling light for that room!
June will be our second evening membership meeting this club year and will be the installation of our new board of directors. I hope we will have a good crowd for that. If you are one of our
members who doesn’t like to drive in the evening, just remember that it will still be light out—even
at the end of this meeting, but we also have others who are willing to drive anyone who’d like to
catch a ride—just let me know. The evening dessert tea will be dressy and sparkly with some new
décor at the club—you won’t want to miss it!
As I write this I’m thinking about change and about how difficult that idea is for all of us.
Like with our own body, rarely do you find people who look forward to change—at least most
people only want the change they want. As I said when I was installed as president almost a year
ago, you can’t drive forward looking in your rear view mirror. We’ve had some changes this year.
Not huge changes, and I hope nothing that would change us from the mission that a small handful
of women dedicated themselves and our club to see through well over 100 years ago. Our reason for
being here is to create a better world for us and for our children, through the arts, philanthropy,
and service. Some of our changes have created a bit of disquiet—the one I’ve heard the most about
is my attempt to keep our meetings down to not much over an hour so those who need to get back
to work can do so. Many of our new members are young and still working. I don’t know how else to
make meetings convenient for them. However, when the club first began, there was the time for the
membership meeting followed by coffee up in the tea room. We would encourage those who would
like to visit to stay to do that. Volunteers from our members are doing clean up each meeting and
they’d like to leave at a reasonable time. so I’m suggesting that those who would like to
visit longer go to the parlor to continue their visit. You’re welcome to take your tea or
coffee there with you. We will set up one or two round tables in there and you may visit
as long as you’d like. The other thing that makes our club like a body is that the body
works best when every part is working together. Will you please give thought to how
you can help our body to be healthy into the future?

Nancy
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June
5 Installation Dessert Evening
6 Book Talk
10 Cruise Ship Open Club
13 Cruise Ship Open Club
19 BOD Retreat
21 Newsletter Deadline
July
2 Cruise Ship Open
Summer break—no club meeting
5 Cruise Ship Open
17 BOD Meeting
20 Newsletter Deadline
24 Cruise Ship Open
27 Cruise Ship Open
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Nancy Bierenga, President
Hannah Olechnowicz, President-Elect
Pam Caris, Vice President
Gavonnie Williams, Imm. Past President
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Lorie Hawkins, Member at Large
BOD, Activities Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Dorothy Brink. House and Grounds Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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MEMBER Relations COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair

Member Relations News and Notes
Membership dues may be paid anytime between now and July 31 to be included in the
year book that will hopefully come out at the first meeting in September if it isn’t
ready for the August picnic which will be the first meeting of the 19/20 club year.
That will be on August 7 at Kruse Park at 6:00 PM. It will be a potluck supper.
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PLEASE HELP US WELCOME…

Holly Nolan
Please help us welcome two new members to our Club this month! Well, maybe one
new member and one returning member.
Sandy Wellington is re-joining our club after being absent for awhile. Sandy is
married to David, and her birthday is March 25.
She loves to knit, crochet, make jewelry, make beads, and does stained glass. Wow, is
she talented!
Welcome back, Sandy!
1130 Scenic Drive, Muskegon 49445. Vince.mwell@gmail.com, 231-744-8020
Our new member is Caroline Mayberry, who lives in Montague. She is married to
Steven and her birthday is December 21.
She also belongs to the UAW local 1243, the White Lake Eagles, MMA, and the
Pentwater Yacht Club. Her hobbies are book club and volunteering at MMA. She
was encouraged by Hannah to enjoy the events put on by our club and then to join.
She also enjoys cooking and traveling.
Scmayberry1112@gmail.com, 231-578-3405, PO Box 251, Montague 49437
Please help us welcome these new members!

PHILANTHROPY

Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair

Through June we will be collecting Baby Products of all kinds. We are planning a Community
Baby Shower in partnership with the United Way on June 21 for the community to bring items for the
Baby Pantries in Muskegon County. Baby Product donations may be brought to the Evening Meeting
in June, or directly to the club on the Baby Shower Day. Or you are welcome to do both. The Baby
Pantries in our area do much to provide for the many families that fall below the average income
required to raise children. Please consider helping the United Way to help them!
Especially needed at the pantries are size 3+ diapers and toddler clothing for size 18 months
and up.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
A Memorable Evening
1897-1898

Despite ongoing problems of low attendance (averaging 52 at meetings)
and lack of punctuality a serious obstacle, there was ‘one shining example of
regularity and punctuality in member, Mrs. C.S. Roon’, leading President Nims,
to suggest that ‘perhaps the next year our greatest aim may be to follow her
example.’
Mrs. Nims further mused that ‘The idea of a clubhouse being ever on our minds,
we must feel a new responsibility and put forth our very best effort in every way for
knowledge is power, and power for good is what we are striving for.’
One event stands out above all others that year when the ladies of the club
hosted a reception for a distinguished guest, Madame Modjeska, who traveled to
Muskegon via her personal railroad car. Mrs. A.V. Mann graciously offered her
luxurious home for the evening reception, and formal invitations were mailed to over a
hundred members and guests.
A greeting committee waited anxiously for her arrival at the depot only to
discover that Madame was suffering from a severe headache and asked to be
accompanied by Miss Poctor, not only her dearest friend but also her leading lady,
playing the role of Queen Elizabeth to her role as Mary Stuart.
As it turned out, Madame Modjeska was delighted by the warmth of her
reception here declaring it would always be a bright spot of color in her life and
contrasting it to her recent chilly reception in Saginaw where she counted forty people
in the front rows, all critics. All in all, a memorable evening indeed.
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LIFESTYLES

Lorie Hawkins, chair

Our May Dine Out had to be moved to The Station Grill because the 4 Corners is
having staffing issues and was unable to stay open for us that evening. We had about 15
members gather for a great meal and good conversation.
Our next Dine Out will be on Monday, June 10 at Booyahs Bar and Grill 6022 Harvey
St at 6PM. Contact Lorie by June 7 if you’d like to join us. If you’d like to be added to the
notification email list, Lorie’s email is loriehawkins@gmail.com or you may call her at
989.426.7380.
Eleven members and friends made some great dichroic glass pieces at the club in June.
Some will receive their pieces at the June meeting, so be sure to ask to see them.
We’re hoping to schedule another painting class at the club on July 22 at 6PM. This
too, is easier than you think and it will be something you’ll want to hang on your wall! The
decision on what we’ll paint will be made before the June issue of the newsletter. Contact
Nancy Bierenga to get on the list.

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Woman’s Club
Bring a snack/beverage to share

Meeting Time: 6PM

Book Review: May 2 My Grandmother Asked me to tell you She’s Sorry by
Fredrik Backman It was a good book once you read far
enough to get the plot. Sadly that took 2/3 of the book!

Next meeting: June 6 A Spark of Light by Jodi Picoult
Schedule for 2019:
July TBD
They May Not Mean to but They Do by Cathleen Schine
August 1
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
September 5 Britt Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman
October 3
Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Morarity
November 7
A Gentleman in Moscow by Armo Towles
December 5
The Adults by Caroline Hulse

Please join us the first Thursday of each month at the club. You will have a good time
with this group!!!
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And Another Thing...
Wish List
We secured a quote on new carpet for the stairs, though it could go up a little with
choice of a different carpet. The quote is from Lots of Carpet where we also got the
flooring in the kitchen and cloak/bathroom. The quote was just about $500. If you would
like to help us re-carpet the stairs, you may send a check for that amount or any amount up
to that total to the club marked Stair Carpet. If we receive extra money, we will begin an
account to put ceramic tile in the entryway—staying with a vintage appearance.

Community Foundation Wish List
We recently received word that another of our wish items at the Community
Foundation was granted. We received $1,200 from Dr. and Mrs. Andrew Busard to
purchase and install new wallpaper, get a new chandelier, and new window coverings for
the cloak room! How exciting to have this room that most people see first sparking with
newness! We’re hoping to get the work done this summer.

Tea with Friends
On May 15 we had a group from First Presbyterian Church visit for High Tea at the
club hosted by Kay Ostrom. A thank you was received from the group. Special thanks to Pam
Caris, Sharon Beck, Rosalie Mancier, Karin Carlson, and Dianne Buck for all the help with
plating food and serving.
In addition to enjoying tea and tea foods, they also heard about the history of the club
from Karin Carlson, the current work of the club from Nancy Bierenga, and toured the club.
Lots of very positive comments were received!

We have another private event coming up in June on the 17th when another sorority
will be using the club for a meeting that Karin and Nancy will be able to present about the
club.
If you know of any group that may like to hold a meeting at the club, please have them
contact Nancy or Karin to get on the schedule.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.
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23 Cindi Stefl
Lorie Hawkins

Sharon Beck
Barbara Wagenmaker
Jean Pataky
Roberta Tetzlaff
Zabrina Lindsay
Claudia Bryant

