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The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
It’s Spring—at least according to the calendar and even by how it feels (some days more
than others), but it seems like we’ve survived another winter in Michigan. I’d really have to say the
club has thrived this winter. We had a great brunch in March—many positive comments and
excitement from those who usually can’t make it to our noon meetings. Today we tore out the
insides of the old phone booth that became the men’s bathroom. It will be completely renovated
like in the big bathroom, with new wallcovering, new flooring, new light fixtures, new mirror, new
sink and toilet. If you happen to see Lindy or Bruno Olechnowicz around, be sure you thank them
for the huge support they have been in getting things done.
Green Eggs and Ham was another great fun event and this year many of our attendees
were brand new to the club. Deb Roest wrote a report about the event that you can read on page 5.
Next week is our 22nd annual Women of Accomplishment event at the club. This year we
will honor Stephanie Kerr-Cathey, Dollie Hippchen, and Holly Hughes for their work in our
community. These women, like the over 100 who have been honored in the past, help to make our
Muskegon a great place to live, work, play, and raise a family. We have a sold-out crowd to help us
celebrate.
In between all the big events we have small meetings being held at the club. This past
week a group of Realtors met for breakfast for the express purpose of learning about the club and
what we do for the community. None of them had been in the building before, so it was great fun to
give them a history of what we’ve done over the years, what we’re doing now, and to give them a
tour. When we stood in front of Minnie Smith’s picture to have our picture taken, I felt like she was
smiling down on us for having so many people in the club and having it used so often!
If you were at the brunch you heard Karin mention that 2020 is the 100th anniversary of
Women’s Suffrage. Karin and I are putting together a Centennial Celebration committee. We’re
hoping to include representatives from other groups in our community and throw a big party a
year from now. If you’d like to help with the planning or if you know of a group we should contact,
please let either of us know. We’re hoping to have an organizational meeting in late April or early
May.
I hope to see you at the April luncheon. Details are on page 2.

Nancy
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Club Calendar
April
3 Luncheon
4 Book Talk
13 Club Pride Day
20 Newsletter Deadline
24 BOD Meeting

12:00N
6:00pm
9—3
5:00pm
1:00pm

May
1
Salad Luncheon
12:00N
2 Book Talk
6:00PM
10-11 Junk to Jewels Donations accepted
beginning May 5—details at the lunch
22 BOD Meeting
1:00PM
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MEMBER Care COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair

Member Relations News and Notes

Volume XI, Issue 4

Reminder from your Member Relations Committee—you must bring your personal
volunteer record up to date in order to be eligible for the free membership drawing.
We also use that information when it comes time to write grants as grant writers
are always interested in how many volunteer hours are donated to the club.

PHILANTHROPY

Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair

Looking Ahead:
April through June will be Baby Products of all kinds. Watch for more information, we are
planning to do a Community Baby Shower with the United Way. It will be an all-day Baby Shower in
mid-May for the community to bring items for the Baby Pantries in Muskegon County. We will be
sure to get more information out to you as they develop. Donations may be brought to the luncheon in
April or May or to the Evening Meeting in June, or directly to the club on the Baby Shower Day. Or
you are welcome to do all of the above. The Baby Pantries in our area do much to provide for the many
families that fall below the average income required to raise children. Please consider helping the
United Way to help them!
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
1895-1896
Programs, Programs, Programs

As the new club year unfolded, the wandering ladies settled into the Guild Hall of
St. Paul’s for their meetings while the newly appointed committees continued meeting in
the homes of members. Meeting attendance averaged 50 of the 80 enrolled members, and
the work of the club was accomplished primarily through its committees.
The very first committee appointed (by the president) was the Literary Committee, tasked
with planning programs for club meetings. A sampling of programs that year included a Longfellow
fete day highlighting works of the beloved poet, as well as “Shakespeare’s Women” presented by a
renowned speaker from Boston. Invited guests that day were the senior class of Muskegon High
School.
As mentioned in a previous column, the next committee appointed was the Drama
Committee, providing an outlet for the creative free spirits among the members. Once a year, the
weekly membership meeting would be open to the public for Drama Day to the delight of both
members and guests. The first Drama Day in 1895 featured not one, but two lively productions –
“The Bicyclers” and “Naval Engagements” netting a profit of $60.00 for the club treasury.
Ever focused on the arts, the third committee to be appointed was the Music Committee.
Since each meeting included musical selections, the committee members were incredibly busy, but the
highlight of their year was Music Day when members and guests were treated to a special program.
And so it was that on the first Music Day in 1895 the assembled audience enjoyed a visually stunning
array of cultural attire and pageantry while “Songs of all Nations” were performed.
These early committees eventually evolved into departments that through the century
became hallmarks of the Woman’s Club and have had a profound impact on our community through
musicals, plays, dramatic re-enactments, and, most notably, the Mary A. Temple Open Door Program
featuring the best of local entertainment on snowy Sunday afternoons from 1915 until 1942.

CLUB PRIDE DAY

We will have a spring Club Pride Day on Saturday, April 13 from 9AM to 3PM this
year. This is being done on a Saturday to include student volunteers who need service hours
for their high school. If you have a child or grandchild who needs more service hours, please
have them come to the club that day, or for more information they can contact Dominique at
United Way or Nancy Bierenga.
We also need adults who can help clean. If you aren’t able to scrub floors or vacuum,
we can still put you to work as there is silver that could use polishing, there’s also dusting,
organizing, mirrors and windows to wash, and so forth!
Lunch will be provided. Bring your beverage of choice if it isn’t water or coffee.
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LIFESTYLES

Ann Caris, chair

On March 18 about 10 of us met at Hank’s Tavern on Henry St.
April 8 will be our next gathering at The Hearthstone for April in Paris at 6PM. Contact
Ann Caris if you’d like to join us or if you’d like to be added to the notification email list.
Note from Nancy: Please, please, please—you must RSVP! The restaurants plan for our large
group by the number of reservations we make and it is difficult for them to accommodate last
minute people. We have in the past experienced some disapproval when we had to make
changes. We love to have more people join in, but we need to respect
Ann’s time and the restaurant staff as well! We do want to be
welcome at our area restaurants.
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2019 SCHOLARSHIP
Thank you to our scholarship committee (Barbara Scott, Elaine Skinner,
and Ruth Lofton, helped this year by Paula Martin) for their selection of
this year’s winner at the MMA’s Middle and High School Art Display.
Our winner this year was Ellie Tatum who received her check for $100
at the reception on March 20. She and her mother are planning to attend
our April luncheon since it falls during Spring Break. Ellie is a very
gifted artist who drew a picture and is finishing up her painting for The
Memory Project which pairs urban children with high school artists to
give the students their snapshot pictures in an art form they would never
be able to afford.
We are also again participating in Student Showcase as a
sponsor of the April 10-11 event.

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book,
whether or not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Lake House— (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/
or beverage).

Meeting Time: 6PM (Notice the time change!)
Book Review: We gave our March book, The Magpie Murders, a 3.5. We all felt
the story was good but that there was a plot within a plot that contained a
plot was confusing and not very necessary to any of the stories.
Next meeting: April 4 My Dear Hamilton by Eliza Schuyler Hamilton
Schedule for 2019:
May 2
My Grandmother Asked me to tell you She’s Sorry by Fredrik Backman
June 6
A Spark of Light by Jodi Picoult
July TBD
They May Not Mean to but They Do by Cathleen Schine
August 1
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
September 5 Britt Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman
October 3
Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Morarity
November 7
A Gentleman in Moscow by Armo Towles
December 5
The Adults by Caroline Hulse

Please join us the first Thursday of each month at The Lake House. You will have a
good time with this group!!! Notice our time change to 6:00 PM!
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Green Eggs and Ham recap
Thank you to everyone who helped with the Dr. Seuss Birthday Breakfast
again this year. The event was a huge success -serving close to 100 adults and
children that morning. We also fed all the helpers and the kids from the Reeths
Puffer Children's Theater Group. The clubhouse looked so festive with
all the decorations on every table and around the club. Thanks to all the
volunteers who helped including set-up helpers - Dorothy Brink, Pam
Caris, Audrey Link, Kay Ostrom and Dale Roest. A very special thank
you goes out to Hannah Olechnowicz and Karen Andrie who helped secure a very
generous sponsor for the event- Gil Selgovia from Northern Trust Bank, Other sponsors
were Walmart, Soils and Structures, and The Norden/Adamczak Investment Group of
Raymond James. Thank you to Doug Hughes, our GMWC member and monetary sponsor as well,
and thanks to the MADL - Brenda Hall—for donating 20 tickets to public and for 30 Dr. Seuss books.
Thanks to the donation of large disposable plates and cups from Carol Thompson. With all the
donations and tickets sold at the event, we were able to raise over $2000.00 profit for our club.
The Reeths Puffer Children's Theater group did some wonderful skits for the children. Toni
Seyferth – the North Muskegon Theater Director—retired this year but she was able to help secure
the RP group and their teacher TK. This was their first appearance at the Club. I asked them to come
back next year. They did a great job. The children really loved the Dr. Seuss
characters and especially the autograph signing and picture taking. Thank you
so much Toni Seyferth our own GMWC member for always helping out.
Wishing Toni a happy retirement and thank you so much for all the years you and the
kids performed for the Dr. Seuss breakfast.
Once again every child received a Dr. Seuss book to take home. We
had a very fun event and how proud we should be to help in the effort to support Reading month in our community!
Many community businesses donated food items. This year’s donors were Great Lakes Fresh
Market - all the ham, Sam's Club - mini cinnamon rolls, Meijer - supplies, Wesco - doughnut holes,
Mercy Health - juice, and Sunrise Acres for all 30 dozen Eggs!!! We are truly blessed to have these
sponsors. Without them we would not be able to do this event and help make a profit for our club.
Thanks again to all the sponsors for helping support the GMWC and our community.
I can't thank Nancy Bierenga and Hannah Olechnowicz enough for all their help with the
flyers, picking up the eggs (with Julie Smith), publicity, taking reservation and helping with anything
I asked. As for the cooks - Delores Brondyke( the master egg maker) and Dorothy Brink—her right
hand woman, Pam Caris (master egg cracker), and Karen Panozzo (hash brown cooker) and they all
served the food for the parents and kids too. Thank you to Julie Smith, Lorie Hawkins, Helen Alberts,
Peggy Peckham, Karin Carlson, Holly Nolan, Cindy Falkowski, and Dale Roest for helping the day of
the event and for cleaning up. We make a great team and I always appreciate your help.
Sincere thanks to all that helped make this wonderful event happen.
Sincerely submitted,
Deb Roest -GEAH Chairperson

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

BIRTHDAYS
1
5
10
12
25
29

Pam Caris
Elaine Skinner
Jeanine Ober
Florence Stahl
Connie Bull
Nancy Bierenga

