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The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
Since my last note to you we have reliable internet at the club and the ecobee thermostat on my
phone saved us from potential frozen pipes when the boiler didn’t come back on after the power was off
and I was able to get Boardwell over to restart it! What a great relief to have that ability when the
weather is bad for so long like it was in February!
Of course you know we ended up cancelling the February meeting—are you as over February
as I am? Wow—this winter is really getting to everyone. We’re still working on replacing the kitchen
flooring, but thanks to a generous donation from one of our members we have enough money to get it
done. So, while we may not be completing everything by the March meeting (Brunch on Saturday, the
9th), it should be finished by Women of Accomplishment.
Speaking of the brunch, this is an effort to get our still-working women into the club for a
meeting. We’d love to have a good number of people present for that, and, as I personally need to hear
the comments, the brunch was changed to the second Saturday (9th) so I can be there. I’ll be out of state
(to a hopefully warmer place) for 10 days late February to early March.
Meanwhile, we’ve been busy with all the preparations for the rest of our club year. Long-term,
I’ve met with the volunteer coordinator at The United Way to talk about getting some of the students
who need volunteer hours to do some work with us—maybe at a Spring Club Pride day on a Saturday
in April. I’ve also had a couple meetings looking ahead to the 100th Anniversary of the Woman’s
Suffrage movement in 2020. Karin and I will be getting something planned in conjunction with other
women’s groups in Muskegon, so if you’re interested in helping with that, please let either of us know.
Thanks to member, Audrey Link, who owns a graphic design company, for the crisp logo above.
We are excited to advertise in the Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp Festival Program for this summer.
Audrey created that ad also. As part of that advertising, we have been invited to tour the Blue Lake Fine
Arts Camp—I think that will be on April 29 at 1PM. If you haven’t been to the camp or haven’t been
there for a long while, we would love to have you join the board members who can go. We could
arrange car pools from the club as needed or just meet up there. I toured a couple years ago and was
amazed at the wonderful asset we have so close here. Since then I’ve attended a couple Shakespeare
plays with my husband and a granddaughter. I’m hoping to get to many more in the future.
Don’t forget our Women of Accomplishment awards ceremony on March 30! Before
that I look forward to seeing many of you at our first brunch meeting on March 9.
Stay warm!
Nancy
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2018/2019 Board of Directors

Club Calendar
March
7 Book Talk
6:00pm
9 Brunch Membership Meeting
10:00am
16 Green Eggs and Ham
10:00am
24 Newsletter Deadline
5:00pm
27 BOD Meeting
1:00 pm
30 Women of Accomplishment Brunch 9:00am
April
3 Luncheon
12:00N
4 Book Talk
6:00pm
20 Newsletter Deadline
5:00pm
24 BOD Meeting
1:00pm
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MEMBER Care COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair

Member Relations News and Notes
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Will return in April.

PHILANTHROPY

Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair

Looking Ahead:
March will be Hygiene products (anything personal care, male or female) like toothpaste,
tampons, hand cream, moisturizer, etc.
April through June will be Baby Products of all kinds. Watch for more information, we may be
doing a joint Baby Shower with the United Way.

Page 3

Volume XI, Issue 3

GMWC

3

In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

Delightful Entertainment
Now in its fifth year, the newly named and federated Woman’s Club had already
exceeded its limit of 48 with a membership of 80 and an average attendance of 50 at weekly
meetings. Tardiness seemed to be an ongoing problem; however, there was one particular
member who stood out as a shining example to all. Mrs. W.S. Wood had never once come in
late or missed a meeting in the five years of the club’s existence.
During this time, the newly formed Literary Committee quickly became an integral
part of club meetings by hosting a number of fete days, or special days, at the weekly
meetings. The purpose of fete days was not only to entertain, but also to enlighten, club
members on a variety of topics. As such, ‘Our Nation’s Day’ celebrated the uniqueness of
America upon the world stage, and fostered a sense of pride and patriotism in our country.
Later in the year the committee hosted a speaker of note, Mrs. Lucinda Stone, a classmate
and dear friend of charter member, Martha Keating. She and Mrs. Keating were instrumental
in the formation of the Michigan Federation of Women’s Clubs earlier that year, and Mrs.
Stone is known as the ‘Mother of Michigan Women’s Clubs’.
Following the success of their play, ‘The Rivals’, the Literary Committee performed
an operetta, ‘Last Will and Testament’ much to the delight of their audience.
In retrospect, all of this sounds delightfully unusual and entertaining, but it is important to note that the ladies of the club had embarked on a bold new course with no precedent or guidelines to follow, and yet they persisted!
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Ann Caris, chair

Dine Out on February 18 was at Next Door. There were about 15 of us who enjoyed
good food and great company.
Our next dinner will be March 18 at 6pm at Hank’s Tavern on Henry St. Contact Ann
Caris if you’d like to join us or if you’d like to be added to the notification email list.
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Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Lake House— (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).

Meeting Time: 6PM (Notice the time change!)
Book Review:
Next meeting: March 7 due to the snow-caused cancellation, we will discuss
Celine by Peter Heller and The Magpie Murders by Anthony Horowitz

Schedule for 2019:
April 4
My Dear Hamilton by Eliza Schuyler Hamilton
May 2
My Grandmother Asked me to tell you She’s Sorry by Fredrik Backman
June 6
A Spark of Light by Jodi Picoult
July TBD
They May Not Mean to but They Do by Cathleen Schine
August 1
A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith
September 5 Britt Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman
October 3
Nine Perfect Strangers by Liane Morarity
November 7
A Gentleman in Moscow by Armo Towles
December 5
The Adults by Caroline Hulse

Please join us the first Thursday of each month at The Lake House. You will have a
good time with this group!!! Notice our time change to 6:00 PM!
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A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

BIRTHDAYS

Rosalie Mancier
Bonnie Kellogg
Lindy Olechnowicz
Jenny Hammond

19
24
27
30

