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January 
Winter Break—no club meeting 
3 Book Talk 7:00pm 
25 Newsletter Articles Due 5:00pm 
30 BOD Meeting 1:00pm 
 
 
February 
1 Tea with Friends 12 noon 
6 Valentine Tea 12 noon 
7 Book Talk 7:00pm 
20  Newsletter Articles Due 5:00pm 
27 BOD Meeting 1:00pm 
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The President’s Pen            President, Nancy Bierenga 
 

Dear Club Members, 
 Happy Holidays to all of you, whatever you celebrate. We have a club with at least a beginning 
amount of diversity, thankfully. We have members celebrating Christmas, Kwanzaa, Hanukkah, and 
quite probably other holidays that I don’t know about, at this time of year. This diversity adds            
immeasurably to our experience, to the richness of our lives, and to the heritage of our club.  
 This New Year’s time gives us a reason to look back at 2018 and ahead to 2019 and the future.  
 The open house, table decorating, Evening of Elegance brought a lot of new people into our 
building, but also several people who haven’t been here in years. Without exception they commented on 
how beautiful the club is looking. Not only the new flooring in the bathroom and cloak room, but the 
holiday décor, and the gorgeous tables were fabulous. Wouldn’t it be fun to add a Kwanza and a        
Hanukkah table next year? Hannah has expressed interest in chairing the event again next year, so if 
you have any ideas of someone who might be able to decorate a table for either of those or another    
ethnic holiday, please be sure to let her know sooner than later as we’re pretty committed to limiting 
the number of tables at 12 to allow room to circulate and admire and not overwhelm! 
 One of my favorite hymns at church is May All Who Come Behind us Find Us Faithful. It talks 
about the heritage we inherited from our parents, but especially it looks ahead to the heritage we are 
leaving for those future generations. That’s really been my theme as president. You can’t drive forward 
looking in your rear-view mirror, but it is important to keep your eye on the mirror to be sure  you’re 
on the right path. As a result, we have changed meeting times to noon so we don’t need to question each 
month what time the meeting is, but also so the younger, still working, people can more easily join us. 
We will also have our first Saturday brunch meeting on March 9. Hopefully we’ll get lots of people at 
that meeting where we’re going to talk about garden planning.  

 I hope you all have time to spend with family and friends this time of year, 
but also take some time to give thought to our club and how you can help make it 
into a club of the future. This is too good to allow it to fizzle out! And by the way, 
our membership has topped 90 for the first time in many years. And while I have 
not checked, I’m pretty sure the average age has dropped as the number has in-
creased. How wonderful is that while we’re looking to the future! 
 

                 Nancy 

2018/2019 Board of Directors 
Nancy Bierenga, President 

Hannah Olechnowicz, President-Elect 
Pam Caris,  Vice President 

Gavonnie Williams, Imm Past President 
Paula Martin, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 

Julie Smith, Member at Large 
BOD, Activities Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Dorothy Brink. House and Grounds Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

Club Calendar 



2  Page 2 
G

M
W

C
 

V
o

lu
m

e
 X

I,
 I

s
s

u
e

 1
 

MEMBER Care COMMITTEE                          Karin Carlson, Chair 

Member Relations News and Notes 
 January 2019 

 
    A change in direction this month as we celebrate a very special member whose roots in 
both the city of Muskegon and the Woman’s Club run deep and long, Barbara Boucher. This     
soft-spoken lady is known for her sweet smile and gentle disposition, endearing her to all. 
    Born and raised in Muskegon, Barbara graduated from Muskegon High School and then 
received an R.N. degree from Hackley Hospital School of Nursing. During that time she also    
studied vocal music under the direction of Mr. Cook who encouraged her to continue her studies, 
which she did in Ann Arbor where she pursued music, speech, and German. While in Ann Arbor, 
she also began her career as a nurse at St. Joseph’s Hospital. 
    Returning to Muskegon, Barbara became an active member of the newly formed Civic The-
ater where she performed the lead role of Yum-Yum in its very first production, Makado. Her love 
of music serendipitously introduced her to her future husband whom she met while performing in a 
Catholic Veteran’s Show at the Regent Theater as the only female in an all male chorus! 
    The early years of their marriage were spent in Linwood, California as her husband worked 
for Hughes Aircraft. When they returned to Muskegon, Barbara began her career at Hackley    
Hospital and remained there until her retirement. After her husband’s untimely death, Barbara 
raised their four children alone and is now the proud grandmother of five. 
    As mentioned earlier, her family has deep roots in Muskegon. Her paternal grandfather, 
William Carpenter, a prominent attorney, donated land at the corner of Ransom and Peck for a  
memorial park to honor local veterans. Her grandmother, Harriet Woodruff Carpenter, was a   
charter member of the Woman’s Club and served in many capacities including that of president in 
1904-1905. Barbara has wonderful memories of playing dress up in the attic of Granny’s beautiful 
Victorian home with her sister, Vivian, as well as performing puppet shows from the balcony for the 
enjoyment of family members. 
   Sometimes Granny would curl the girls’ hair in long ringlets before taking them to the club 
with her for Friday afternoon meetings. While the ladies held their meeting in the ballroom,      
Barbara and Vivian would quietly play on the balcony. No doubt Granny would be very proud that 
the little girl who once played on the balcony all those years ago is now an Honorary Member of 
the club she helped organize and dearly loved. 

Please Join Us: 
On Friday, February 1 (snow date Feb. 22) we 
will host a group who dines together at noon 
once a month through Senior Services. This 
group will have tea with us and learn about our 
historic club house. It will be a high tea menu 
but held at noon. Our members are invited to 
join us also for that tea. The cost will be $5 and 
there will be plenty of food for lunch, both     
savory and sweet.  
 
RSVP to Nancy Bierenga (231.730.0887) so we can know to plan on you. You may also 
bring friends. 
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In Days Gone By                       Karin Carlson, Historian 

PHILANTHROPY                          Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair 
 Looking Ahead:  
 February and March will be Hygiene products (anything personal care, male or female).  
 April through June will be Baby Products of all kinds. 

Days Gone By 
January 2019 

Another change in direction as the newsletter is being written over the Christmas holiday. 
This is the perfect time to share a memorable Christmas for the ladies of the club. 
 

Christmas in Federal Square 
1914 

   Though Europe was at war, its effects had not yet been felt here, and so life went on 

as usual for the ladies of the club. Other than news from the front, the dominant issues of the 

day were the Liquor Problem and Women’s Suffrage. True to form, the ladies inundated their 

congressmen with endorsements and resolutions for a pending bill in the United States      

Senate ‘prohibiting the manufacture, sale, or importation of distilled liquors’. 

    But, Muskegon Woman’s Club, also became a part of local history that year when, at 

the request of the Chamber of Commerce, the ladies organized the first ever Christmas in  

Federal Square. A Muskegon Daily Chronicle article dated December 12, 1914 extolled the    

praises of the club as follows: ‘The hearty response of the Woman’s Club has greatly pleased 

the Chamber, and the Christmas Tree Project seems to be an assured success because of their 

efforts.” 

    For the occasion, the ladies hired a band at a cost of $30.00 with the club paying 

$10.00 and the city covering the balance, to which the city treasurer strenuously objected, 

fuming that “$30.00 was an outrageously high price to pay for a band!” His protests, however, 

seemed to fall on deaf ears and were no match for the determined ladies. 

    The very first Municipal Christmas Tree was a magnificent sight at over thirty feet tall 

and brightly illumined by lamps and electricity provided by the Electric Company. 

    A lovely program befitting the stately tree was held on Christmas Eve with Reverend 

Archibald Hadden reading the nativity story from the Gospel according to Matthew, and       

accompanied by carols and songs provided by the students of McLaughlin School and the 

First Congregational Church Boys Choir. Of course, the band played on, and the historic 

evening came to a close with a communal singing of ‘Onward Christian Soldier’ as people 

drifted home through a softly falling snow.  
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LIFESTYLES                    Ann Caris, chair 
 

 Dine Out on December 10 was at The Lake House for our 
Christmas Party/Gift Exchange. There were sixteen of us who  
enjoyed good food, great company, and fun gifts.  
 January 14 will be our next Dine Out at Pints and Quarts at 
6PM. Contact Ann Caris if you’d like to join us or if you’d like to be 
added to the notification email list.  

Arts and Entertainment              Pat Camp, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book,   whether or not 
you’ve had time to read the book.  
Meeting place:  The Lake House—note the new venue!!! (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, 
and/or beverage).        

Meeting Time: 7PM 
 

Book Review: The Christmas Wish by Nora Roberts was an old-fashioned love story with a Christmas 
twist. It rated a 4 Stars. Rather trite and predictable, but a good easy and light read for a busy season. 

 

Next meeting: January 3 Look Alive Twenty-Five by Janet Evanovich 

 
 

Schedule for 2019: 
February 7  Celine by Peter Heller 
March 7  The Magpie Murders by Anthont Horowitz 
April 4   My Dear Hamilton by Eliza Schuyler Hamilton 
May 2   My Grandmother Asked me to tell you She’s Sorry by Fredrik Backman 
June 6   A Spark of  Light by Jodi Picoult 
July TBD  They May Not Mean to but They Do by Cathleen Schine 
August 1   A Tree Grows in Brooklyn by Betty Smith 
September 5   Britt Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman 
October 3   Nine Perfect Strangers  by Liane Morarity 
November 7   A  Gentleman in Moscow by Armo Towles 
December 5   The Adults by Caroline Hulse   

 Please us the first Thursday of each month at The Lake House. You will have a good 
time with this group!!! 
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WISH LIST 
We would like to purchase a new lighter-weight, quieter vacuum for the club. If you would 
like to donate $200 for this purchase, send a check to GMWC with “vacuum” in the memo 
line. Those of us who clean regularly would be ever so grateful! 

Evening of Elegance Report               Hannah Olechnowicz 
 
This very successful event brought many new people into our building. During the times we 
were open concurrent to Festival of Trees we had about 50 people tour the tables. The      
elegance and the original design were the two elements mentioned most often. The           
culmination of the week was the event on Monday evening, attended by 86 people. There 
were many comments on the great food, the beautiful entertainment, and the amazing   
tablescapes. Net profit was about $2,026 thanks to underwriting by Nichols Paper, Robert 
Nolan Insurance, and Nolan and Nolan and Shafer Attorneys. 

A Delicious Dinner was Catered by  
Dave’s Kountry Katering 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To provide a community touchstone through the 

arts, education, and philanthropy 

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

BIRTHDAYS 

1 Karin Carlson 
7 Paula Martin 
14 Hannah Olechnowicz 
19 Connie Navarro 
24 Holly Nolan 
26 Brenda Rogers 
29 Karen Andrie 


