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The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
While it seems like I just wrote October’s article, here we are getting near to November and the
whirlwind of the holidays. As you’ll see in this issue, there is a lot going on in our clubhouse during
November and December. We’re also beginning to make plans to get some more much-needed work
done in the building during January—hopefully you’ll be able to see some changes when you come to
the Valentine Tea in February!
Of course, the big question for all of us is what’s happening with Raise the Roof? I‘m writing
this well before the Art Extravaganza the first weekend of November. Thanks to member, Bob Scolnik,
who is also the auctioneer, we have had a lot of advertising done on Facebook especially. If you’re on
Facebook, I would encourage you to “Like” our page because that’s where you’ll see a lot of what we do.
Another big happening—for us at least it is big—is that President-elect Hannah O has been
busy creating flyers for all our events (you’ll see three of them in this issue), promoting them on
Facebook and the area calendars, and in general creating a buzz in the community about how great our
club is and all we’re doing—and then she (of course with the board’s blessing) had time to get a Square
account set up for us. That means we can accept credit cards for rentals, events, and even membership.
We do have to pay a fee of about 2.75% for these transactions, but we all felt it would help us a lot in the
process. You will have the option to pay the fee yourself as part of the transaction, should you choose.
With all of our November activities, there is some danger that some of us will get worn out.
Please consider how you can participate in the activities and share the joy as well as the work. We need
some help gluing the framework for the Gingerbread houses. That is happening on Nov. 8 at 6:30. At
the luncheon we’ll have an offering for money to be used toward candy and icing for the houses. We
could use some more help with clean-up on Sunday afternoon, the 18th, following the event—those who
work the whole weekend will be tired and having a couple fresh faces and willing hands to assist is so
welcome! You could come shop at the Artisan Market and/or come to see the lovely holiday tables.
There are many opportunities and options to choose from. Please choose one and join us for fun!
I hope your Halloween isn’t too spooky and we’ll see you on the 5th for lunch.
With continued excitement and anticipation,
Nancy
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November
1
Book Talk
3 Art Extravaganza
7 Luncheon
8 House building
16-18 Gingerbread House Event
19 Dine Out
23 Newsletter Articles Due
24 Artisan Market
25-3 Tables By Candlelight
28 BOD

7:00pm
1-5pm
12N
6:30pm
Various
6:00pm
5:00pm
9-3
TBA
1PM

December
3 Evening of Elegance
5 Luncheon
6 Book Talk
10 Dine Out Holiday Gift Exchange
12 BOD
21 Newsletter Articles Due

6:30pm
12N
7:00pm
6:00pm
12:00N
5:00pm
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MEMBER Care COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair
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Member Care News and Notes
Getting to Know You

This month we are pleased to highlight our new member, Lorie Hawkins. Lorie was
invited to the salad luncheon by Carol Thompson and liked it so well she decided to join our
club!
Lorie grew up in Allen Park, Michigan and attended Alma College where she earned
a Bachelor of Music degree. She taught elementary school in Beaverton, Michigan for forty
years – what an accomplishment! She then moved to Norton Shores last December. She
sings with the choir at First Congregational Church where she is a member, is a Friend of
the Norton Shores Library and a tutor for Read Muskegon. She also just completed training
in order to volunteer as an usher at the Frauenthal Theater!
She has three children; daughter Katie McCausland lives in North Muskegon with her husband Adam and Lorie’s two grandchildren Lila and Jacob. Son John lives in Owosso with his
fiancée Danielle, and son James lives in Portland, Oregon.
Please help us welcome Lorie to our Club!
Yearbook change:
Please change Hannah Olechnowicz’s phone number in your yearbook. Her correct number
is 231.670.1963
Thank you to Barbara Scott and Paula Martin for their work on finishing the window
covering in the ballroom! Doug Hughes got us started a few years ago with money for new
curtains. Then Nancy Bierenga bought matching scarves and Barbara and Nancy with help
from their husbands hung the curtains. Now Barbara and Paula
have put up cornices. They are beautiful and make such a lovely
statement. Again—it takes a village. Thanks to all!
November Club Hours
7 11-2PM
8 6:30-8PM
15 6-9PM
16 8AM-4PM
16 1-4PM
24 9AM-4PM
26-30 10AM-4PM daily

WISH LIST
The BOD would like to cover the cost of at least one more 8’ banquet table at $100. Paula
sold all of our old wooden tables and the proceeds were used to purchase 2 additional tables
so we have enough for Artisan Market. One or two more tables would be great for
Gingerbread!

PHILANTHROPY

Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair

For October through December the collection will be new children’s underwear (any size) and
socks. Bring your purchased items to the luncheon. A cash offering will be received to purchase icing
and candy for Gingerbread houses.
Looking Ahead:
February through March will be Hygiene products (anything personal care, male or female)
May and June will be Baby Products of all kinds.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

1893
The Grim Messenger Calls
President Martha Keating opened the new club year of 1893 in the Guild Hall of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church and introduced the course of study for the next ten months: the
History of France. Even though membership had reached 90, the weekly attendance at
meetings remained discouragingly low, sometimes as low as five or six. Lacking a quorum,
little business could be accomplished. On the other hand, individual members were
developing a new found sense of self-confidence as evidenced by the Literary Committee
report that year when the committee chair wrote, “We are glad to note a growing tendency
to freedom of discourse in extemporaneous speaking.” That same year music was added to
the weekly program when a new Music Committee was appointed under the direction of Mrs.
McPhillip. It was also the year that the nascent literary society federated as members of the
General Federation of Women’s Clubs and changed their name from Ladies Literary Society
to Muskegon Woman’s Club.
Membership suffered the loss of charter members as the Mesdames Butterfield, Petrie,
and McMillan (in whose home the Literary Society was formed) left the city when their
husbands moved on to more lucrative business elsewhere following the demise of lumbering
here. Most difficult, however, was the loss of Mrs. Nellie McCracken who succumbed to a
long and difficult illness in September of 1893. In loving tribute to their dear friend, the
ladies memorialized her as follows:

Resolution of Death
Mary Ellen McCracken
Whereas: Death has taken from among us a faithful member of our club and a beloved friend, Mary
Ellen McCracken, be it resolved that we as a club deeply deplore this, the first break in our ranks caused
by the Grim Messenger whose summons all must obey, and as individuals do sincerely sorrow for the
death of a true woman and dear friend, be it further resolved that, while offering our heartfelt
sympathy to those mourning the loss of a loving daughter, wife, and mother, we desire to express our
appreciation of her character and worth. Be it resolved that these resolutions be spread upon the pages
of Muskegon Woman’s Club and a copy sent to the family of the deceased.
September 22, 1893

Pancakes at Applebees’
A full report will be available in the December issue. Our preliminary figures show an income
of about $2,100 thanks to many donations as well as those who attended. There were probably
close to 30 volunteers in all!

Volunteer Hours Need to be Recorded

All volunteers—not only for events, but also setting up, cleaning up, etc. for our luncheons,
decorating, cleaning bees—any thing you do for the club...You are reminded to fill out the
volunteer log in the butler’s pantry at the club. Even if you aren’t interested in being in the
drawing for a free membership, we need this information as Hannah applies for grants.
Organizations want to know how many volunteer hours go in to making the club successful!
You count!
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Members are needed
to help glue the
house frames and
make boxes on Nov.
8 at 6:30PM

5

Page 6
LIFESTYLES

Ann Caris, chair

Dine Out on October 22 was at The Hearthstone.
Our next Dine Out will be on Nov. 19 at Hobo’s at 6PM.
Contact Ann Caris if you’d like to join us or if you’d like
to be added to the notification email list.
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Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not
you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Lake House—note the new venue!!! (purchase dinner, snack, dessert,
and/or beverage).

Meeting Time: 7PM

Book Review: The Rumor by Elin Hilderbrand
This book got about 4 stars from those who read it and were at the chat. While Elin was great
at character development, none of the characters were people we’d care to know in real life.
Next meeting: Nov. 1 The Alice Network by Kate Quinn
Advance notice for the next few months:
Dec. 6 The Christmas Wish by Nora Roberts

Please us the first Thursday of each month at The Lake House. You will have a good
time with this group!!!
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A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To provide a community touchstone through the
arts, education, and philanthropy

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
1
10
13
17
24
26

Pat Camp
Kendra Terrell
Peggy Peckham
Angela Cole
Marcia Fortin
Martha McKinney

