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The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
Our September meeting proved that we can have aa fun meeting, stay on schedule, and
accomplish a lot. I was concerned that with all we wanted to pack into one hour it would end
up well beyond 1PM. Indeed we were adjourned at 1:07! And thanks to everyone who passed
on the positive feedback. Out goal for this year will be to start at noon and end as close to 1PM
as possible, so please make your plans for the day accordingly so you can be at the club ready to
begin at noon. If you’d like to stay longer, you are welcome to go to the parlor to continue your
visit with friends. It’s a great setting for conversation and we really do not use that room
enough.
The big excitement this month is a complete redo of the women’s restroom including
new flooring in the cloak room. Thank you to Lindy and Bruno Olechnowicz and Platinum
Builders for their generous donation of time and money for the beautiful new bathroom. We
also received a donation for the new flooring through our wish list at the Community Foundation. That donation allowed us to cover the flor in the cloakroom and bathroom to a modern
version that is, we believe, closer to what was in the original club—it is a wood-look that is
easier to maintain.
Hopefully you got word that the Art Extravaganza was rescheduled due to many conflicts on the 15th. It is now scheduled for Nov. 3, so you have time to make plans to get some
friends and join us for the fun!
This is also the month of our first guest tea with residents of Seminole Shores and Park
Terrace. Our club member, Judi Delis, is the director there so together we set up this inaugural
activity. On Tuesday we entertained a total (including our members) of about 50 women for tea
hosted by Gavonnie Williams. There are pictures in this issue on page 8 —and the reason you
are receiving this a couple days late, so the pictures could be included.
So now here we are on the first full day of autumn looking forward to
October and another busy month. I hope to see many of you at the luncheon on
the 3rd!
With continued excitement and anticipation,

Nancy
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24 BOD Meeting
25 Speaking Down Barriers
26 Newsletter Articles Due
29 Glass Class With Jilly

12 noon
7:00pm
8-10 am
1:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm

November
1
Book Talk
2 Art Event set-up
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MEMBER Care COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair
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Member Care News and Notes
Getting to Know You

This month we are highlighting our new member, Christine Robere. She came to us
at the request of several of our members, who invited her to speak and to join our club!
Christine has been a member of our Muskegon community for some years. She lives in
Norton Shores with her husband, Marvin, and is blessed with three children and two
grandchildren. She holds both a BA and an MSW from Michigan State University.
Christine belongs to many organizations here in Muskegon, including the Muskegon
Rotary and United Way of the Lakeshore. She has been President and CEO of United Way
for fifteen years, and has been a member for 25 years, having worked at that organization
both in Midland and Gaylord before coming here.
Christine is very passionate about making her community better, as evidenced by her
commitment to volunteer!
We are thankful that Christine has chosen our Club in which to further her volunteer
opportunities. Welcome Christine!

We also welcome two brand new members, Carol Parker and Lorie Hawkins. Address labels
will be available at the luncheon, but if you aren’t able to attend, please add this information
to your Yearbook.
Carol Parker
1618 Simonelli Rd., North Muskegon 49445 231.744.0399 cell: 231.736.7239
thymeforcarol@yahoo.com
Lorie Hawkins
1926 Forest Glen Ave. Muskegon 49441
loriehawkins@gmail.com

989.426.7380
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PHILANTHROPY

October Club Hours
11-2PM
24 1-3PM

Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair

For October through December the collection will be new children’s underwear (any size) and
socks. Watch for sales or bring cash or a check payable to GMWC.
Looking Ahead:
February through March will be Hygiene products (anything personal care, male or female)
May and June will be Baby Products of all kinds.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
The Fountain of Youth
1892

The well-heeled ladies of early Muskegon fully embraced Muskegon Woman’s Club and
were anxious to join the ranks of this first-ever community organization for women, quickly
making the 48-member restriction obsolete. By 1892 the ladies of the club were holding
their weekly meetings in the parlors of the YWCA as the burgeoning membership of 90
made it impossible to meet in the homes of members. Meetings followed the familiar cadence
of roll call, Parliamentary Drill, and oral presentations on the assigned country (Germany)
under the watchful scrutiny of the Pronunciation Committee, followed by musical interludes.
A Music Committee under the direction of Mrs. McPhillip, was appointed that year to plan
and perform music relevant to the day. Lack of a piano put the newly formed committee at a
distinct disadvantage until Chase Hackley Piano Company came to their rescue by offering the
use of one of their pianos at no cost.
Charged with auditing the money and bills of the club and approving new members,
The Board of Directors found itself in a most delicate predicament when in October of that
year, a young lady by the name of Miss Amy Shafer was presented for membership by the
prerequisite two members. To the matronly ladies of the board, Miss Amy Shafer presented
quite a problem because she was ‘much too youthful looking’ and her membership was
denied. Forthwith the ladies took steps to prevent such a problem at a future date when the
following month they approved a bylaw change: ‘No one who is a minor shall be admitted to
the club’. Her story does have a happy ending, nonetheless, as she was admitted a few years
later, apparently when she was no longer quite so ‘youthful looking’. A lady of good heart,
she went on to serve the club in many different capacities.
Two other notes of interest that year: one of Muskegon’s most prominent citizens
became a member of the club, Mrs. Charles (Julia) Hackley, and the first club yearbook was
printed which is on display in our tea room curio cabinet.
This month we’ll learn a bit more from Miss Manners
Dear Miss Manners,
A friend of mine always corrects me when I say the word “drapes.” She says that is vulgar, and
that the right word is “draperies.” Which of us is correct?
Gentle Reader:
You are both hopeless. The word for material that hangs on the sides of windows is “curtains.”
Dear Miss Manners:
Please stand corrected. The sheer fabric made up to cover a window is named a curtain. A solid
fabric made up into window covering or decoration is named drapery.
Gentle Reader:
This is true for commercial purposes, but in ordinary conversation the word “drapery” is never
used for anything that covers or decorates a window. All such materials are called. “curtains.” Please
stand recorrected.

Finding the Hidden Object to end this month
Thanks for reading. A Jack-o-lantern is hidden this month. Remember it may be in a picture.
Beginning in November’s issue, the drawing at our meetings will be decided among members
who remembered to RSVP for the luncheon.
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The Board has decided
not to have the bake
sale at this event this
year.

Members are still needed to Buy and sell tickets—contact Pam Caris—231.744.9790
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LIFESTYLES

Ann Caris, chair

Dine Out on September 20 6pm was at Kazumi.
Our next Dine Out will be on October 22 at 6:00PM at the Hearthstone.
Contact Ann Caris if you’d like to join us or if you’d like to be added to the notification
email list.
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There’s still time to join us for the seascape picture class at
the club because we’ve rescheduled to Saturday, Sept. 29 at
9:30AM. Contact Nancy Bierenga for a list of needed supplies.

A Dichroic Glass Class with member, Jilly Barnes, will be on Monday, Oct. 29 at 6:30 PM
here at the club. Contact Nancy Bierenga to register for this class. The cost is $25 and up,
depending on what you make (in addition to jewelry, you can make a sun catcher, a trinket
dish, a nightlight, a fan pull...your imagination is the limit.

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book,
whether or not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: The Lake House—note the new venue!!! (purchase dinner, snack,
dessert, and/or beverage).

Meeting Time: 7PM

Book Review: The Rumor by Elin Hilderbrand
This book got about 4 stars from those who read it and were at the chat. While
Elin was great at character development, none of the characters were people we’d care to
know in real life.

Next meeting: Oct. 4 The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel
Advance notice for the rest of 2018:
Nov. 1 The Alice Network by Kati Quinn
Dec. 6 The Christmas Wish by Nora Roberts

Please us the first Thursday of each month at The Lake House. You will have a good
time with this group!!!
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Board of Director News and Notes
Board Meetings have been rescheduled to the 4th Wednesday of each month at noon. That
means reports in the newsletter will be from the month before. Since you already received the
August report and we haven’t yet had the September meeting, there is no report for this month.

Watch for a new and expanded Evening by Candlelight—renamed to
Evening of Elegance coming on Dec. 3. Tables will be decorated on
November 25 and the club will be open during the Art Museum’s
hours for their Christmas display so many more people will be able to
enjoy the beautiful tables. Hannah Olechnowicz has been busy making
plans for this dressy event!
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Community Guests Enjoy a Tea Party
On Tuesday, Sept. 25 approximately 50 members
and guests enjoyed a tea party with food and décor
provided by Gavonnie Williams and her helpers,
Barbara Scott, Ruth Lofton, and Sharon Beck..
GMWC Members mixed in with our guests from
Seminole Shores and Terrace Plaza retirement
centers.

Conversations buzzed as they talked about travel and memories about growing up.
One of our guests learned to fly a plane before she learned to drive a car!
Another guest travelled all over the world with her favorite places being Spain and the Galapagos
Islands.

Our Sincere Thank You To...
...The John Max Busard and Elizabeth Busard Fund in Memory of Dr. and Mrs. R. I. Busard, for
their kind donation of $1,000 toward the flooring in our Cloak Room and Women’s Room. That
work will hopefully be finished by the time of our luncheon. Watch for a picture next month if you
aren’t able to attend the Oct. 3 meeting.
...And also to Bruno and Lindy Olechnowicz and their subcontractors who donated the product
and labor for the complete renovation of the Women’s Room. The drywall was repaired, the toilet
replaced, the room was painted white, the ugly pipe was put inside the wall, and a junction box for
the ceiling light was placed.
...and finally to Julie Smith and Nancy Bierenga who painted the color in the room. Nancy also
donated the paint, wallpaper, and new lights.
It takes a Village, and we have a wonderful one!

9 Page 9

Speaking Down Barriers
Speaking Down Barriers is a Community Conversation about racial harmony
specifically here in Muskegon. The group has been meeting bi-monthly since March of
this year. It is based from a nation-wide group that was formed in 2013. They have a
Community Foundation grant that allows them to offer free meetings for the community
We are excited to be able to host the next event on October 25 at 6PM.
Instructions on how to sign up to attend will be sent out by email early in October. They
would like to have our members attend.

I want to let you know that our upcoming event , “I Hope You Dance” is almost here. It will
replace the lost funding to run our partnerships between Hope Scarves and the Mercy Health
Comprehensive Breast Center and The Johnson Family Cancer Center. This allows us to continue to
provide scarves and the inspiring stories of the cancer survivors who wore them to women beginning
treatment. These beautifully wrapped scarves will be available at these treatment centers and Hope Scarves
will follow up with patients for three years.
Some who are not interested in the dance are supporting this eﬀort by collecting scarves to add to
our collection. We are also collecting survivors’ stories and I’d be glad to speak to any group wanting more
information on this.
In addition to the Monday dance lessons on the ﬂyer we are also adding lessons on Wednesdays
from 7:00-8:30 at Lebanon Lutheran Church in Whitehall.
This event was inspired by Lee Ann Murdock’s song which has been our and Lara’s mantra on
this long journey; to live each day to the fullest!
“I Hope You Dance”,
Art

Art will be our speaker at the October luncheon.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
2
5
6
13
28

Shirley Green
Ann Caris
Ruth Hillman
Nancy Kinzinger
Julie Smith

