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The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
Our “real” activities of the 2018-2019 year began with our picnic on August 1. Now we
begin the year at the club itself with our fall salad luncheon (per member request) and a great
time to bring friends who may be interested in membership. Be sure to RSVP to Karin with
your total number of attendees. See the invite on page 7 for details.
And speaking of details, pay attention to the details of the Art Extravaganza on Sept.
15. This three-part exciting day will benefit our Raise the Roof campaign. If you have extra
fine art around the house, please consider donating it to Dolores for the 2nd Chance Art resale.
Some of the art will be auctioned by Bob Scolnik. In addition, area fine artists will enter a juried
show with cash prizes. Artists will also be able to sell their fine art that day. There should be
something for everyone, so plan now to spend that Saturday afternoon at the club (p. 5).
The first of our monthly tea parties will be on the 25th when we host the residents of
Seminole Shores and Park Terrace. That begins at 1:30 to make it possible for the residents to
get back to their apartments in good time. Dust off your fancy hat and RSVP to Gavonnie for
that fun afternoon.
There’s so much happening and I do want to make the point that we do not expect
everyone to participate in every event—neither can I! There should be enough variety and
enough time slots so everyone can choose at least one thing of interest, though. Please be sure
to fill out the volunteer/participation sheet that you will get at the luncheon if you haven’t
already handed it in to me.
We also have some bylaw tweaks to cover at the luncheon. If you haven’t had a chance
to see the proposed changes, they are in this issue of the newsletter, plus we have had them
available over the last month at the club (every cruise tour day). If you have questions, feel free
to call or email me or bring them to the meeting.
You will receive your new Yearbook at the luncheon in Sept. or Oct.—
those not picked up will be mailed, but of course, we’d prefer not to do that.
So much happening—so much to do. I didn’t know Minnie Smith,
obviously, but I think she’d be happy and proud of our club of today!
With continued excitement and anticipation,

Nancy
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Club Calendar

September
5 Membership Salad Luncheon
6 Book Talk
14 Car trip to GR
15 Art Extravaganza
19 BOD Meeting
20 Dine Out
21 Newsletter Articles Due
25 Tea Party with Seminole Shores
October
3 Luncheon
4 Book Talk
13 Breakfast at Applebee’s
17 BOD Meeting
20 Newsletter Articles Due
25 Speaking Down Barriers
29 Glass Class With Jilly

2018/2019 Board of Directors
12 noon
7:00pm
9am-4p
1-4:30pm
1:00pm
6:00pm
5:00pm
1:30pm
12 noon
7:00pm
8-10 am
1:00pm
5:00pm
5:00pm
6:30pm
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Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Julie Smith, Member at Large
Ruth Lofton, Activities Chair
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MEMBER Care COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair

Member Care News and Notes
Getting to Know You
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Pam Babbitt
Meet new member, Pam Babbitt, a familiar name to many in our community. Pam is, at present, a
retired partner with son, Eddie, of Babbitts Sports Center, LLC, an outgrowth of the business she and
her husband, Ed, started in 1965 at the same location. After Ed’s
untimely passing in 2004, Pam established the Heritage Memorial
Garden on Western Avenue in his memory. Each September a beautiful
Community Remembrance is held to honor loved ones lost to us.
Pam is the mother of two, Eddie Babbitt Jr. and Heidi Adams,
grandmother of seven, and also great grandmother of seven.
She has been involved in a number of organizations over the years
including 4-H, starting as a leader in 1969 and as treasurer for the past
25 years. She has also served on the Board of the Michigan 4-H
Foundation since 1984 and held several different offices.
As a member of Zonta since 1979, Pam proudly chaired the Seaway
Beautification Flag Committee until the disbandment of the club eight
years ago and was the recipient of many distinguished awards for her
service including the Woman of Accomplishment Award in 1991, Keep
America Beautiful Award in 1992, the Governor’s Award for Outstanding Service, and the State of Michigan First Lady Award for service to
her community.
As a member of the American Society of Women Accountants, Pam
has served as both president and vice-president of the organization. As
a very active member of Women’s Division Chamber of Commerce, she
has served on its board for six years and chaired ticket sales for its
perennially popular fundraiser, Fashion and Frolic. She has also served
on the board of Rotary Club and chaired ticket sales for their annual
fundraiser, Grape Escape, for which she recently received her second
Paul Harris Award representing ‘Service Beyond Self’.
Pam is also a charter member of Twisting Trails Snowmobile Club
and a board member of the Milwaukee Clipper Association as well as a
member of Mona Lake Boat Club. Lastly, she has been an Avon
representative for 34 years and humorously refers to herself as her best
customer.
She also enjoys gardening, knitting, boating, and traveling. Recent
ports of call include Alaska, Hawaii, Portugal, and a Mediterranean
cruise.
Welcome Pam!
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1-3PM
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PHILANTHROPY

11-2PM

September Club Hours
15 1-5PM
19 1-3 PM

25

1-3 PM

Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair

Our Philanthropy collection for September will be back to school. You may bring a check
payable to GMWC, cash, or if you already have purchased school supplies, bring them to the luncheon.
For October and November the collection will be new children’s underwear (any size). Watch
for sales or bring cash or a check payable to GMWC.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
1891-1892

Volume X, Issue 9

Learning the Ropes
Those first years of the Ladies Literary Society must have been incredibly exciting as ordinary
wives and mothers were freed from the confines of home and family and discovered a whole new
world of endless possibilities previously denied them. President Antha Gray intrepidly led the
fledgling organization through uncharted waters with the help of the first Board of Directors including First Vice President Martha Keating, Second Vice President Mary Cook, Recording Secretary
Jessie Hammond, Corresponding Secretary Jane Anderson, and Treasurer Annie Latimer.
At that time membership was limited to 48 members who were divided into four divisions, each
having its own leader. Average attendance at Friday afternoon meetings was thirty-three due to long
absences caused by extended illness. As the course of study for the year was the country of Spain, a
plethora of historical papers were prepared and read at each meeting under the watchful ears of the
Pronunciation Committee,
Interestingly, the ladies were already considering the adoption of a new Constitution. To that end,
a committee of five was appointed to revise the existing document. Apparently its members lost no
time as a new Constitution “to grow under” was, in fact, adopted.
Being the first organization of its kind in the community, members were ever vigilant of the
perception they presented and sought to conduct their meetings in a most businesslike manner. To
ensure that goal was met, Cusling’s Manual: Rules of Proceedings and Debate in Deliberative Assemblies
was adopted. Each meeting was preceded by a Parliamentary Drill.
Lastly, a new precedent was adopted that first year, President’s Day. And so it was that in months
having five Fridays, the last Friday became a President’s Day when the President would host a
special program for the members. Other special days soon followed, so stay tuned.

Fall

The golden-rod is yellow, the corn is turning brown;
The trees in apple orchards, with fruits are bending down.
By all these lovely tokens, September’s days are here,
With summer’s best of wealth, and autumn’s best of cheer.
-Helen Hunt Jackson, 1908

Finding the Hidden Object
Thanks for reading. A pumpkin is hidden this month. Remember it may be in a picture.
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Members are needed to
Everyone involved in the breakfast,
Sell tickets—contact Pam Caris—231.744.9790
please plan on a short meeting following
Work as a hostess—contact Barbara Scott
Serve breakfast—contact Gavonnie
the luncheon on Sept. 5.
Bus tables—contact Suzanne Hayes
Bring items for the bake sale—contact Dianne Buck 231.215.0007 - bring items to the club on Friday, the 12th between 1-5
PM or to Applebee’s between 7 and 8 AM
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LIFESTYLES

Ann Caris, chair

We had a great time at 18th Amendment.
There were 14 of us who enjoyed dinner and fun
together on August 9.
Our next Dine Out will be on Thursday,
September 20 6pm at Kazumi at the mall.
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Contact Ann Caris if you’d like to join us.

There will be a glass picture class here at the
club on Monday, September 17 at 7PM. The
class is free. Contact Nancy Bierenga for a list
of materials you will need. You can also search
Pinterest for more ideas. I’ll bring a sample of
the piece to the luncheon (hopefully).
A Dichroic Glass Class with Jilly will be on Monday, Oct. 29 here at the
club. Contact Nancy Bierenga to register for this class.

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not
you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: Hennessey's (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).

Meeting Time: 7PM

Book Review: The Charm Bracelet was rated 7. Some felt the story was a bit Pollyanna, but even acknowledging that, it created a good discussion about family traditions
and the importance of creating those. Ally and Bea was given a 9. It was a fun read about
establishing unlikely relationships and the importance of everyone having a someone.

Next meeting: Sept. 6 The Rumor by Elin Hildbrand
Advance notice for the rest of 2018:
Oct. 4 The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel
Nov. 1 The Alice Network by Kati Quinn
Dec. 6 The Christmas Wish by Nora Roberts

Please us the first Thursday of each month at Hennessey’s. You will have a good time
with this group!!!
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Board of Director News and Notes



Approved an additional level of membership—the Junior Member—as presented by the
Membership/Member Care Committee. At $25, this membership would be offered to any area
high school or college student. They would receive an email copy of the newsletter, would be
able to attend events when possible, and would be encouraged to volunteer at events. That
would give us an additional pool of volunteers who already know the club, and would hopefully
give us an additional group of potential full members in the years to come



Approved voting by email on potential balanced budget as presented by Finance Committee.
[Subsequently approved that budget.] Copies will be distributed at the luncheon in September.



Approved a new Volunteer Record to be kept in a binder in the butler pantry at the club
with each member having the responsibility of filling in their page as they volunteer. This was
also presented by the Member Care committee, but the numbers and hours of volunteers can be
used in writing grant requests for the future, so please be sure to keep your page up to date.
Event chairs are asked to remind their volunteers to write in the notebook.



Acknowledged eleven new members this year and regretfully accepted the resignation of
four previous members.
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These proposed changes to the bylaws were presented to the membership at the August picnic
meeting. They have been available for viewing (as noted in the August newsletter) on five occasions
during August. This fulfills the amendment requirement in Article XII:
ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS
Section 1. These bylaws may be amended at any regular meeting of the club by a two-thirds vote of the
members present, provided the Board of Directors studied and approved any and all changes, have notified the
general membership one month prior to the meeting at which the amendments shall be acted upon and have
made proposed changes available for review.

We will vote on the amendments at the September luncheon. The first motion will be to accept/
reject them as a whole or to vote on them individually. If you have questions, you are welcome to
call Nancy or any member of the BOD.
The intent of these changes is to make the bylaws more general while keeping the intent of the
original club. Specifics of how to continue is in the Strategic Plan, copies will be available at lunch.

Proposed Bylaw Revisions - 2018
Article II – DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND CONSULTANTS
Add new Section 7 and make current section 7 section 8.
Section 7. “The Member at Large shall present wishes and concerns of the members to the Board of
Directors and report Board actions to the membership.” [no roles presented previously]
Add Section 8 for the current Section 7.
Article III – THE POWER AND MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS Add section 8:
Meetings and votes of the board of directors may be conducted electronically via currently available
means (email, text, face time, etc.) if the matter requires action prior to a subsequent scheduled board
meeting provided all members of the board of directors are given the opportunity to vote and the note
of decision is included in Minutes of Special Board meeting with date. [adds possibility for technology
and current practice]
Article V – STANDING COMMITTEES…
Section 1: Add “who are currently members of the club” to the end of the first sentence [it currently
looks like any past president can stop in at a meeting and vote whether or not they are a current
member of the club]
Change 2nd sentence to read: This Committee shall meet at least annually. [makes this more general
and allows meetings to be scheduled as the board deems necessary]
Section 4: Remove list of all standing committees (redundant) replace with “All Standing committee
chairs, or their designee, shall have voting privileges on the Board of Directors.” [to simplify]
Article VII – MEMBERSHIP
Section 5 (a) Add to the end
“Members who have…for a total of 25 years shall become Honorary Members [add] and their dues
shall be waived.” [gives a benefit to Honorary Members and follows current practice]
Article X – GENERAL CLUB MEETINGS AND QUORUM
Section 1 to read: The monthly (with the exception of January and July) meetings of this club shall be
held as set by the Board of Directors and the schedule distributed in the yearbook and newsletter.
Exceptions are to be at the discretion of the Board and will be announced in the newsletter and on the
website. [removes specifics to allow more flexibility]
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COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES
Muskegon Pregnancy Services is bringing in Dr. Alveda King, (niece of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr.) to Muskegon for “Redeeming the Dream”, October 4th, at the Frauenthal Theater! It is
not just another event! It is an opportunity of historic proportions to collaborate and engage the
culture with a Biblical worldview about Truth and Life by presenting an educational, humanitarian
event with the hopes of enlightening and changing minds and hearts about the dignity of the pre-born
child, and women with unplanned pregnancies. Education is key to saving lives! Dr. Alveda King had 2
abortions, and is now one of the leading advocates for the pre-born child in the nation. How did she
move from one ideology to life? What changed? “Redeeming the Dream”.

We often receive requests to
publicize events that are not
sponsored by and do not benefit
the club. That type of event can
be included in the newsletter
only as space allows.
Here are some events that may
be of interest.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
Judi Delis
1
Loribeth Clark 10
Marlene Dykstra 11
Brenda Jeisy
11
Carol Thompson 15
Linda Griffith 16
Ruth Lofton
17
Deborah Roest 23
RaeJeanErickson 27
Jennie Naffie
30

