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The President’s Pen

President, Nancy Bierenga

Dear Club Members,
If I’ve seen you in person recently you already know how excited I am for this coming
club year. The BOD and I have been hard at work over the summer getting everything in
order for you. Our board is committed to making the new part of our mission a reality.
Building the Future—in addition to the change in our meeting time (all of our meetings
will begin at noon with the exception of August and June which will be evening meetings), we
have initiated a new commitment to using the club building as often as possible. To replace the
teas that used to begin at 1PM, we will have a tea later each month with a variety of other
groups attending. The first of those will be on Tuesday Sept. 25 when we will host residents of
Seminole Shores and Village of Park Terrace. They’re so excited about a tea at the club they’re
already busy making their own hats to wear! You are invited to dust off your hat and get ready
for a Tea Party at 1:30 PM. Gavonnie Williams will be the party coordinator. We will ask for
RSVPs so we can be sure there are enough place settings for everyone.
We will host the Chamber of Commerce staff on August 30 for their regular staff
meeting. Pat Camp and I will be giving a tour of our building and present our need for a new
roof to the CoC staff prior to their meeting. We’re looking for other groups who would like to
meet at the club also.
Speaking of the roof, we are looking at whether we can use an alternative material that
will look the same, be less expensive, and also be lighter weight. If that should be the case, we
hope to be able to get the replacement done this fall or spring at the latest.
Beginning at the picnic we will be distributing a sign-up for members
to choose ways they could potentially be involved in club activities. Ideally
everyone would pick at least one way they could help advance the club. If
everyone does something no one will have to do everything. Back at the beginning
of the club, almost 130 years ago, the women realized that they were more
powerful together than they could possibly be separately. We want to
celebrate that as we Build the Future of this great organization! Please join
the board in that endeavor.
With loads of excitement and anticipation,

Nancy
2018/2019 Board of Directors
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Club Calendar
August
1
Picnic at Kruse Park
2 Book Talk
15 BOD Meeting
24 Newsletter Articles Due
September
5 Membership Salad Luncheon
6 Book Talk
15 Art Extravaganza
19 BOD Meeting
21 Newsletter Articles Due
25 Tea Party with Seminole Shores

6:00pm
7:00pm
1:00pm
5:00pm
12 noon
7:00pm
1-4:30pm
1:00pm
5:00pm
1:30pm
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Karin Carlson, Chair

Getting to Know You
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Jennie Naffie
Our featured member this month is well known in our community, and, no doubt, familiar to many of you from her
popular magazine, Women’s Lifestyle North. Jennie Naffie has been involved with the Woman’s Club as an in-kind
member for several years, but having recently retired, she has now become an official member and wishes to continue
her support of the club.
Jennie’s long and storied career not only includes that of publisher and editor of Women’s Lifestyle, but also that of a
financial advisor in Grand Rapids. Her professional passion includes not only publishing, but also teaching having
taught English, journalism, and history at Ravenna High School where she received the Teacher of the Year Award on
several occasions. In 1985 she became head of the libraries of Muskegon Public Schools followed by communications
consultant and labor relations negotiator for MEA, during which time she received four national public relations
awards.
Jennie comes from a large and loving Italian Catholic family, the eldest of ten children, and maintains very close ties
not only to her family, but also to her hometown, Manistee. Putting herself through college, she graduated with
honors from GVSU with majors in English and history. She continued her education at MSU receiving a Masters
Degree as well as at WMU where she received a Masters in Library Sciences.
At present Jennie is actively involved in Women’s Division Chamber of Commerce, Society of Children’s Book and
Illustrators, and serves on the board of Manistee Civic Players. She is currently working on a picture book for
children.
She and husband, Rich, are part of a wonderfully blended family including Jennie’s son, D.J., his wife, Noriko, and
their two daughters and her daughter, Elizabeth and husband, Greg. Rich has two sons – Shane and wife, Welmoed;
Wes and wife, Nicole; a daughter, Wendy and husband, Anthony, as well as six grandchildren. Welcome Jennie!

Breakfast At Applebee’s
Join us on October 13 for breakfast and a Bake Sale at Applebee’s on Sherman St.
Cost is $10 for pancakes, eggs, bacon, and a beverage.
Children are 1/2 price (1/2 the food)
Volunteers are needed to sell tickets prior to the event. Call Pam Caris for tickets.
231.744.9790
We also need servers and people to bus tables. Call Deb Roest to volunteer that day or to
donate for the bake sale.
231.744.1936
This is a fund raiser for Raise the Roof

15
19

PHILANTHROPY

August Club Hours
1-3PM
16
1-3PM
1-3 PM
30
1-3 PM

Hannah Olechnowicz, Chair

This year we will again assist with the United Way Fill the Truck Campaign. They aren’t sure yet what
each quarter’s collection item will be as the staff is in the process of polling their agencies to find out
what is most needed. We do know that the first collection will be school supplies in August. We will
collect school supplies and cash for purchasing school supplies at our August 1 picnic.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
August 2018

Volume X, Issue 8

Not for the Faint of Heart
Ah, the Ladies Literary Society ~ even the name has a ring of sweetness, but, rest assured, membership
in the society was not for the faint of heart. With the eyes of the community upon them and the Daily
Chronicle reporting their meetings in minute detail, only the very best would do, and expectations
were exceedingly high.
Friday afternoons would find the elegantly-clad ladies gathered in the parlor of one of its members.
Once assembled and settled, the president, Mrs. Antha Gray, would officially call the meeting to order
and roll call commenced. As their names were called, members responded, often with a quote related to
the country of study that particular day. In those days, absence was not taken lightly and required a
hand-written excuse; excessive absence resulted in dismissal from the club. Obviously, the early club
required much of its members.
Imagine having to attend a meeting every Friday afternoon!
Since the first course of study in 1890-1891 was ‘An Outline of the History of the World’, a different
country would be the focus of study each week, and individual members would be required to prepare
and present a paper on some aspect of that country – perhaps its geography or its people, its food or
customs, its art, literature, or music, a daunting task for homemakers and mothers with little formal
education or experience in public speaking. However, lack of education and experience paled in
comparison to the dreaded Pronunciation Committee. As prepared papers were read, every word was
carefully scrutinized by an appointed committee of peers for correct pronunciation and accurate usage.
Questionably pronounced words would be examined and duly reported at the following meeting.
Terrifying, yet an incredibly powerful learning tool for the neophyte speakers, the ladies of the
Pronunciation Committee labored eight long years to improve and develop the vocabulary of the
members.
Early club meetings soon followed a familiar cadence. Roll call and presentations were followed by
musical interludes, but not just any music would do. Musical performances were carefully selected to
reflect the composer or music of the country being studied. Finally, it was time for tea provided by the
hostess of the day, but the teacups were provided by the guests themselves, a custom that continued
until the clubhouse was built in 1902. One of these lovely teacups from 1890 still graces the china
cabinet in our tearoom today.

Tea Time = Need a Fascinator
Are you interested in owning a fascinator? Connie Bull found that
the Tish Salon the pink house on Clay Ave. (formerly the Bright
Mansion—next to the Monet Garden), is now a salon and they have all
colors of Fascinator hats.
Stop in to get prepared for our monthly teas! Watch the newsletter for dates and times. The
first one is on Tuesday, September 25 at 1:30 PM. Invite will go out next month. Hope to
see you there.

Finding the Hidden Object
Thanks for reading. A picnic basket is hidden this month.
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LIFESTYLES

Ann Caris, chair

We had a great time at The Deck on July 18. There were 10 of us who all enjoyed
delicious food, great service, and leftovers.
Our next Dine Out will be on August 9 at 6:30 pm at 18th Amendment Spirits Co.
Contact Ann Caris if you’d like to join us.
There will be both canvas painting and
dichroic glass classes held at First
Presbyterian Church in the next couple
months. These are community enrichment
classes, so everyone is invited to join us.
Canvas Painting with Robin will be on
Monday, August 13 at 6PM. We will be
painting a fall scene with birch trees and
pumpkins.
Dichroic Glass Class with Jilly will be on
Oct. 22.
Contact Nancy Bierenga to register for
either class.
There will be a glass picture class here at the
club on Monday, September 17 at 7PM. The
class is free. Contact Nancy Bierenga for a
list of materials you will need. You can also
search Pinterest for more ideas. I’ll bring a
sample of the piece to the picnic (hopefully).

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not
you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: Hennessey's (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).

Meeting Time: 7PM

Book Review: No review this month since we didn’t have a meeting. At our next meeting we will
discuss both The Charm Bracelet and our August book, Allie and Bea.

Next meeting: .Aug. 2 Allie and Bea by Catherine Ryan Hyde
Advance notice for the rest of 2018:
Sept. 6 The Rumor by Elin Hildbrand
Oct. 4 The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel
Nov. 1 The Alice Network by Kati Quinn
Dec. 6 The Christmas Wish by Nora Roberts

Please join us the first Thursday of each month at Hennessey’s. You will have a good time
with this group!!!
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Water, tea, and lemonade will be provided.
Guests, including spouses, are welcome.








RSVP by Monday evening,
July 30

Board of Director News and Notes
We added a Publicity Sub-Committee to the Communications Committee to help publicize
events and also general club happenings. Hannah Olechnowicz will handle those responsibilities.
We added a Sponsorship Sub-Committee to the Activities Committee. Hannah is also
handling that but we’d like to have a group to assist. Sign-up at the picnic.
Approved a couple by-law changes making the document more general. Changes will be
presented to the membership at the picnic. They will also be available for viewing during cruise
ship open house dates (Aug. 15, 16, 19, 30) and will be in the next newsletter. Membership will
vote on the changes at the September luncheon.
Approved new strategic plan as presented by Hannah O, Julie Smith, and Nancy Bierenga
Approved a new rental policy for members as follows:

During peak rental months (March, April, June, and October) members may rent the club at a 50%
discount for personal events within 30 days of their event. Rentals prior to 30 days may be scheduled at the
regular price.
During non-peak months members may be offered a deep discount depending on the day of week and
room requested. Rentals requested within 30 days of event will be at a minimal charge that covers utilities and a
portion of insurance costs.
All members requesting use of the club must provide a copy of the insurance event rider. Members
may choose to hire one of our club event managers at the regular fee or they may provide their own custodial
service. Any use of the club that requires the rental chair to clean will result in that member losing discount
privileges.
Although we try to keep the club in a “rentable” condition, all cleaning is done by our members
(mostly the board) on a volunteer basis. If you are a member getting the club at a discounted rate, know that
there may be a few spots that need attention prior to your rental as well as following.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
2

Karen Panozzo
Barbara Boucher
5 Jilly Barnes
Gavonnie Williams
9 Helen Alberts
Toni Seyferth
11 Audrey Link
15 Sandra Sain
16 Barbara Scott
Julie Sullivan

21
25
26
27
30

Sarah Sass
Sandy Garrett
Karen Bednarek
Kendra Andrie
Doug Hughes

