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The President’s Pen

President, Gavonnie Williams

Hello,
What a wonderful morning I had today attending the Women of Accomplishment
breakfast. The ballroom was beautifully decorated. The food was delicious. It was
apparent that much planning and hard work had gone in to making the club look
welcoming. If you were unable to attend this year, I highly recommend that you plan to
do so next year. It is very uplifting to listen to and celebrate such accomplished women
from our community.
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I can hardly believe my term as GMWC president is almost over. At the May salad
luncheon we will be voting on a new board and the installation of those ladies will take
place at the June tea. At the May luncheon we are also welcoming in new members and
showing appreciation for members who are celebrating milestone anniversaries! I hope to
see you all there.
I close with this thought…
Here’s to strong women
May we know them.
May we raise them.
May we be them.
Your President,

Gavonnie
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2017/2018 Board of Directors

May
2 Salad Luncheon
3 Book Talk
12 Story Time (Read Early Week)
16 BOD Meeting
17 Coming Up for Air event
18 Newsletter Articles Due

12:00 N
7:00PM
12:00N
12:00 N
12:00N
5:00PM

June
6 Installation Tea
7 Book Talk
25 BOD Retreat at Nancy’s
26 Newsletter Articles Due

1:00PM
7:00PM
9:00AM
5:00PM

Gavonnie Williams, President
Laurel Sass, Vice President
Nancy Bierenga, President–Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Caris, Member at Large
Ruth Lofton, Activities Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Katherine Gietzen. House and Grounds Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair
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Introducing New Member…

Getting to Know You
Michelle Peterson
Welcome new member, Michele Peterson. Originally a native of West Michigan, Michelle recently returned to the area after nineteen years in the St. Joseph area. While raising her two sons, she
was instrumental in starting a youth hockey league, two youth garden clubs, and a tot tumbling program at a local health club as well as a small town festival.
She has a Marketing degree and has worked as a realtor, a director of marketing at a retail mall,
and as a settlement specialist for the TDI VW buyback and sales. Currently, she is working on a plan
to open her own business in downtown Muskegon.
Throughout her life, Michelle has always belonged to health clubs and active in the classes offered;
she is currently a member of Norton Pines Athletic Club. She recently completed Reiki Level One
training and will soon begin training for a 200-hour yoga-teaching certificate.
In her spare time, she enjoys boating, and our beautiful beaches and runs the beach stairs from
Muskegon to the Indiana border. With warmer weather finally returning, she is looking forward to
biking, kayaking, as well as running on the beaches and sand dunes
Welcome Michelle!

NEW MEMBER DETAILS:
Michelle Peterson
19033W Spring Lake Rd
269.767.6222
mdoete13@gmail.com
Audrey Link
2258 Warren Ave
231.206.7249
audreyslink@aol.com
Karen Ann Bednarek
3302 Arlington Ave
231.759.4589
kbarlington@yahoo,com
Julie Sullivan
4430 Sweeter Rd
269.501.8109
Sullivanj@millerjohnson.com

Spring Lake, MI 49456

Norton Shores, MI 49441

Muskegon, MI 49441

Twin Lake, MI 49457

May Club Hours
2nd 11-2 12th 12-1 17th 12-1 18th 12-2

Philanthropy

Hannah Olechnowicz

The Quarterly Drive will be:
April-June: Diapers (all sizes including Pull-ups and overnight weights)
Your items to be donated may be brought with you to any meeting in that quarter or you
may make a cash or check donation at the meeting. Please make checks payable to GMWC
and someone from the club will shop for items for the donation.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
Continuing the Legacy . . . .
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Where It All Began
Most of us are well aware of the club’s long and storied history, while many
others pass by our historic building in their daily travels and wonder what goes
on inside the aged and weathered walls of a building that has been there forever.
Our clubhouse has graced the corner of Webster Avenue and Second Street since
1903, well over a century. Many, however, do not realize that our story predates
the clubhouse and spans three centuries! Three centuries, can you imagine?
Our story began in the fall of 1890 during the Victorian Era. For some of us, even the name evokes
images of civility, gentility, and elegant ladies. Muskegon had its share of elegant ladies then living
in the grand mansions along its shaded avenues, among them, the founders of our club – ladies chafing at the confines of Victorian society and longing for something more in life. It was a time of few
options for women; while some became nurses, secretaries, or teachers, they were the exception.
Women were raised primarily to become wives and mothers, learning their cooking, cleaning, housekeeping skills early on at the knees of their mothers. Education was not considered necessary beyond
reading, penmanship, and simple arithmetic. Considered to be the ‘weaker sex’, women relied upon
their fathers or husbands for their protection, their well being, and even their identity.
And, so it was, from among these, a handful of ladies took tea together on a sunny October afternoon in 1890, and our club began.

GERANIUM CAKE
Cream 1/2 Teacupful of butter with 1 cupful of pulverized sugar; add gradually, 2/3
cupful of water and 2 cupfuls of flour which has been sifted with 2 teaspoonsful of
baking powder; then fold in the stiffly beaten whites of 3 eggs. Line a square pan
with writing paper, butter it, and place on the bottom of a layer of rose-geranium
leaves. Pour the mixture over the leaves, and bake.
The result will be a delightful flavor, similar to the odor of rose petals; the leaves
pull off readily. Boil 1/3 of a teacupful of water and 1 teacupful of sugar until it hairs, then add 2
tablespoonfuls of sqweet cream and beat until cool; pour quickly over the cake.
This recipe is from the century cookbook from Castlewood, SD. It dates back to the 1880s.

Finding the Hidden Object
There is a black and white flag hidden somewhere in this issue. Email or call Nancy to report when
you find it and you will be in the drawing to win a prize!
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

We had a great time at April in Paris at the Hearthstone. There were 9 of us that evening.
Our next Dine Out will be May 21 at Se4sons. Be sure to RSVP to me by noon that day.
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On June 1 we’re planning a car trip to Grand Rapids to the Indoor Farmer’s Market. We will
leave the club at 10:30 and plan to be back by 4 PM. If you’d like to come, just show up by
10:30—we’ll need drivers if there are more than four of us!

Note the time change on this event. We will have a
sack lunch event at noon on May 17. Bring your
lunch—beverages and cookies will be provided.
Invite your friends for this important conversation
that will challenge your thinking and give you tools to
support others.

This is the first of our renewed community focus
events!

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not
you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: Hennessey's (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).

Meeting Time: 7PM

Hi All:
We enjoyed a nice evening at Henessey's for our book club meeting. Our book discussion was
"The Black House" Very interesting Mystery . We gave it a 3+. It was enjoyable to read a
mystery this month.
Book for May is Small Great Things by Jodi Picholi.
Our meetings the 1st Thursday Of the month at Hennesey's at 7:00 pm. (You can also enjoy
open mike after in the bar!!)
Please join us the first Thursday of the month You will have a good time with this group!!!

Next meeting: May 3 Small Great Things by Jodi Picholt

Advance notice for the rest of 2018:
June 7 The Kelloggs: The Battling Brothers of Battle Creek
July
The Charm Bracelet by Viola Shipman
(No meeting)
August Allie and Bea by Catherine Ryan Hyde
(no meeting)
Sept. 6 The Rumor by Elin Hildbrand
Oct. 4 The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel
Nov. 1 The Alice Network by Kati Quinn
Dec. 6 The Christmas Wish by Nora Roberts
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Fine Arts Scholarship Committee

Barbara Scott, Chair

This has been an exciting year for the Scholarship Committee! It was very enlightening meeting with representatives from the Muskegon Museum of Art (MMA) and the Muskegon Area Intermediate School District (MAISD)
and learning about the wonderful fine arts programs already in place for, not only high school students, but for all
young artists!
As reported at the March Club Luncheon, the committee recommended to the board that the GMWC change our
fine arts program to support what is already in place in our community. We felt this would be beneficial because
we would have access to more student art than we receive from applications to the club. And by dividing our
money between the two organizations we are able to impact more students. An additional benefit of this change is
the recognition the GMWC will receive in the community. Our logo appeared in media ads and our sponsorship
was recognized in the event programs.
Before the opening of the Expressions Exhibition at MMA, scholarship committee members were allowed access
to review the art display to make our selection. Although there were many outstanding pieces that caught our eye,
there was one piece we were drawn back to again and again as we narrowed down our choice.
Haley Ruiter, a twelve grader at Reeths Puffer High School created a mosaic scene of Amsterdam using duck tape
as her medium. Her piece, "Stuck in Amsterdam" is a vibrant, creative picture that demonstrated originality and
talent in technique. Haley's art teacher, Craig Olsen, will present her with a $100 scholarship award at a
presentation in front of all her peers at the high school.
The remainder of our annual scholarship budget, $400, was donated to the MAISD
scholarship fund that will be used to provide several awards to students in visual,
performing and literary areas.
I hope some of our membership had the opportunity to visit the Art Museum's
Expressions Exhibit and the MAISD Showcase visual arts exhibit at the
Frauenthal. We have some amazing young talent in the Muskegon area!

Painting Party for Raise the Roof

Deborah Roest, chair

The Canvas painting and vendor fair happened on April 22nd at
First Lutheran Church. We had 20 painters and 12 vendors. We made
almost $400 on the event. This was our-first time adventure in doing this
event and the vendors said they'd really like to do it again. Just need to
figure out a way that we get more of our members to join us and also the
public. So if anybody has any ideas how to do this please let me know. It's
always good to get input to make a successful event.
I would like to thank all of our members who helped, including Ruth Lofton, Barbara Scott,
Audrey Link, Sharon Beck, and Pam Caris. We also had a helper from The Orchard View High School
thank you so much Kaiitlym Fiser.
A very big thank you goes out to Gavonnie Williams for all your decoration in paper products
and the cupcakes. I am so sorry you fell at the club and I sure hope you are feeling better. Thank you to
her husband Craig and son Michael for coming to the church to set up the food table. I can't say a big
enough thank you to Nancy Bierenga for donating and getting all the food after Gavonnie’s accident.
Nancy so graciously called me on Saturday and volunteered to donate all the food and to bring it to the
church where Pam and Sharon could put it together and have it displayed so beautifully. I cannot thank
you enough Nancy. I'd also like to thank all the vendors who came and participated. They each donated a
prize so we could raffle them off. Special thanks to Robin Civis our painting instructor for helping us take
home a beautiful beach scene painting. Thank you to Carolyn Bowen who donated a door prize to the
event. Thank you to Kevin Dean of Ace Hardware who made us extra painting easels.
Thank you to each and everyone of you who made this event possible. We couldn't have done it
without you.
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If you would like to make a donation to the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, please
contact the Community Foundation for Muskegon County and tell them to place the
donation in this fund.
https://cffmc.org/give/give-now/?fundname=Greater%20Muskegon% 20Woman%
E2%80%99s%20Club
Another option is to remember our club when you make your estate plan. Contact your
accountant or your attorney with questions or for instructions.









Board of Director News and Notes
Gavonnie and Nancy met with club member, Doug Hughes, to review the federal, state, and
local forms that we must file. Doug has graciously agreed to take care of the filings for us!
Joyfully accepted two new members, Michelle Peterson and Audrey Link, bringing us up to 89
current members.
Voted to use proceeds from Junk to Jewels to purchase a new vacuum for the club. The old Clark
canister vacuum will be donated to Muskegon Heritage Museum.
Also voted to begin purchasing new white plastic banquet tables for the club. If members would
like to purchase a table for the club, they may talk with Sharon Beck or Dianne Buck. The approximate cost is $125. We would like to eventually get rid of all of the old, unsturdy and extremely heavy banquet tables.
Voted to allow Nancy Bierenga to create and disseminate a survey regarding meeting times. All
members are asked to return the survey promptly so we can make plans.
Voted to investigate an online calendar for activities and rentals.
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WOMEN OF ACCOMPLISHMENT
We had so much fun on Saturday, the 28th, honoring three women who joined the
ranks of all the previous honorees from the last 21 years of this event!

Kay Olthoff, Mildred Johnson, and Kimberly Sims were this Our speaker was Dr. DeAnna Burt
year’s inductees.
Thank you to club members who served as table hosts, and especially to the best committee members
ever—Julie Smith, Helen Alberts, Dorothy Brink, Pam Caris, Sandy Wellington, and Trynette LottieHarps— and also to club members Carol Thompson and Deb Roest who are past recipients and part
of the program. this year.
Thank you to our 2018 sponsors:
Monarch:

Gossamer:

Nancy Bierenga

Azure:
Representative Holly Hughes
The Honorable Kathy Hoogstra
Joan Grillo
Dr. Vasquez
Swallowtail:
A Team Construction, Roosevelt Park Nursing & Rehab, Baker College, Rillastine Wilkins, and
Shirley Green.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays

6 Angela Cole
24 Dolores Brondyke
Bob Scolnik
25 Zaneta Adams
28 Terri Smith
29 Dorothy Brink

