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Hello all, 
 

 Welcome Spring! (Reminder: look for the hidden symbol, this month an Easter egg!) 
 

Well today the sun is shining, reminding me that one more winter will soon be behind us and 
what a winter this has been for this club! We are back in our building. I hope you will join us 
for a wonderful celebration at April’s luncheon. A group of hard working and dedicated  
women helped get this building back in shape. They actually got it back to better than before. 
Windows and mirrors were washed. Counters and furniture were polished. Floors were 
swept, scrubbed and vacuumed! Two very long backbreaking days were spent lovingly      
preparing this grand building to be enjoyed again! Please take a moment to seek out and 
thank Kitty Gietzen, Sharon Beck, Pam Caris and Dorothy Brink for all they did. Nancy 
Bierenga spent many hours packing and putting away Christmas décor. Well-done ladies! 
 

Think Diapers when preparing for what you may be donating to our Philanthropy, “Fill The 
Truck”, this month. United Way needs all size diapers and pull-ups, as well as wipes. As we 
all know from either potty training or being trained, that accomplishment can take awhile to 
achieve! Thank you to Diane Buck and Deb Roest for shopping to help us complete our  
Birthday supplies for last quarter. 
 

Again, hope to see you on Wednesday, April 4th , 12 noon, for our luncheon and I leave you 
with this thought… 
 

“Everyone has inside them a piece of good news. The good news is you don’t know how great you can 
be! How much you can love! What you can accomplish! And what your potential is.”126– 
Anne Frank  
 

Your President, 

Gavonnie 
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2017/2018 Board of Directors 
Gavonnie Williams, President 

Laurel Sass,  Vice President 
Nancy Bierenga, President–Elect 

Paula Martin, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Pam Caris, Member at Large 
Ruth Lofton, Activities Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Katherine Gietzen. House and Grounds Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian 
  Karin Carlson, Membership Chair  

The President’s Pen                         President, Gavonnie Williams 

April 
4 Club Luncheon 12:00 N 
5 Book Talk 7:00PM 
13-14 Junk to Jewels (p. 6) see flyer 
18 Board of Directors 12:00 N 
22 Canvas Painting Class                    1:30-6 PM 
27 Newsletter Articles Due 5:00PM 
28 Women of Accomplishment 9-11 AM 
May 
2 Salad Luncheon 12:00 N 
3 Book Talk 7:00PM 
16 BOD Meeting 12:00 N 
18 Newsletter Articles Due 5:00PM 

Club Calendar 
Inside this issue: 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE                        Karin Carlson, Chair 

Philanthropy                         Hannah Olechnowicz 

The Quarterly Drive will be: 
April-June:  Diapers (all sizes including Pull-ups and overnight weights) 
 
Your items to be donated may be brought with you to any meeting in that quarter or you 
may make a cash or check donation at the meeting. Please make checks payable to GMWC 
and someone from the club will shop for items for the donation.  

 Introducing New Member…  Karen Bednarek 
    Having attended events at the club with Barbara Scott, Karen became a member herself in 
January of this year during our long winter shutdown, and is interested in sustaining our 
historic club into the future. 
    She and her husband, Paul, are parents of one and grandparents to two young          
grandchildren, ages two and five. After a thirty-seven year career as a social worker for 
Reeths Puffer Schools, she is now enjoying a very active retirement, pursuing her passion for 
peace, social justice, and preserving both our public schools and our beleaguered planet 
through her membership and participation in MARSP, MEA-R PDWC, Social Justice   
Commission, Muskegon Lake Watershed Partnership, and Muskegon Area Sustainability 
Coalition. 
    In her free time, Karen enjoys gardening, dance, theater, travel reading, and book clubs 
including Norton Shores Library Book Club and Ulysses Book Club. She also enjoys     
spending time with her grandchildren and meeting with her women’s group, Sisters of 
Choice, for the past 43 years! Welcome Karen!  

April Club Hours 
4 11AM-2PM  18 12N-2PM 

Dolores Brondyke would like to update her information 
from last month. She has one husband, two sons, three 
granddaughters, and four great-grandchildren. 
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In Days Gone By                    Karin Carlson, Historian 

Continuing the Legacy . . . . 

A Challenge and an Invitation 
 

     At our March General Club Luncheon, we celebrated Women’s History Month, looking 
back at the journey that has brought us to this point in time and also looking forward to an 
incredible milestone yet to come. For those of you unable to attend the luncheon and to    
refresh the memories of those who were there, an excerpt of the presentation is included 
here. 
    “Very soon, we will bear witness to an historic moment in women’s history as the year 
2020 marks the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage. The Suffrage Centennial Celebration 
actually begins in 2019 as Congress passed the 19th amendment granting women the right 
to vote and then sent it to the individual states for ratification in June of 1919. (Incidentally, 
Michigan ratified the 19th amendment promptly on June 10th of that year.) 
    Now, the question is: What will we do to mark this historic anniversary? Will we be    
passive witnesses, or will we be active participants and leaders? As the oldest women’s     
organization in Muskegon and the earliest organization established here for the edification 
of women, will we, as Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, spearhead this historic anniversary? 
    My hope is that we will emulate the dedicated, determined women in whose footsteps we 
follow and continue their legacy as standard bearers for our community in 2020? If  we 
don’t, who will?”  

RHUBARB CAKE 
 

Mix 1 yellow or white cake mix as directed on box. Pour into a greased 9X13 cake pan. Slice 4 
cups rhubarb and place on to of cake mix. Sprinkle  cup sugar over top and our 1 C Half and 
Half over all. Bake 45 minutes at 350°. 

Finding the Hidden Object 
 

Thanks for reading.  
A blue Easter egg is hidden this month. 
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LIFESTYLES                           Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 
 

Our March dinner on March 19 at Next Door (the new pizza restaurant next to Ps&Qs) was 
attended by 10 women who all enjoyed a wide variety of foods. This is a great addition to the 
dining scene in Muskegon! 
 

Our next Dine Out is April in Paris on Monday, the 23rd, at Hearthstone. 
 

April 19 will be our next glass class with Jilly Barnes at the club. Depending on what you’d 
like to make, the cost is $30+. Contact Nancy to RSVP. 

Arts and Entertainment              Pat Camp, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not 
you’ve had time to read the book.  
Meeting place:  Hennessey's (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).        

Meeting Time: 7PM 
 

Book Review: We enjoyed a nice evening at Henessey's for our book club meeting.Our 
book discussion was The Necklace.  We gave a big 5 stars!!!!! Everyone enjoyed the read-
ing. 
 
Also this group selected the books for the year 2018 We were sooo busy!!!!    Nancy will 
be listing them in the coming newsletters  they are as follows:  

Next meeting: April 5 The Black House by Peter May 
Advance notice for the rest of 2018: 
  May 3 Small Great Things by Jodi Picholi 
  June 7 The Kelloggs: The Battling Brothers of Battle Creek 
  July       The Charm Bracelet by Viola Shipman          (No meeting) 
  August Allie and Bea by Catherine Ryan Hyde         (no meeting) 
  Sept. 6 The Rumor by Elin Hildbrand 
  Oct. 4 The Stranger in the Woods by Michael Finkel 
  Nov. 1 The Alice Network by Kati Quinn 
  Dec. 6 The Christmas Wish  by Nora Roberts 

       

Please join us the first Thursday of the month  You will have a good time with this group!!! 

Community Engagement Event Plans Continue 
 

On May 17 Roger Rapaport, area film maker and writer, will preview his new film, Coming Up for Air, 
with us at the club. We will have several experts, including DJ Hilson (presenting the legal aspect), 
some mental health professionals and family members with experiences lead a discussion about the 
topic of the film, family impact and involvement with mental illness, and how we can be a supportive 
community to those who suffer either personally or with a family member. 
 

Please put this date on your calendar now so you can attend this event. Invite your family and friends 
so they can also learn about this important subject. 
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Volunteers are needed for this. Contact 
one of the committee members to sign 
up.  
We also need donations of your “junk or 
jewels” to make this sale successful! If 
you need someone to pick up items, 
contact the committee to arrange a pick
-up time. 
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If you would like to make a donation to the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, please 
contact the Community Foundation for Muskegon County and tell them to place the 
donation in this fund. 
https://cffmc.org/give/give-now/?fundname=Greater%20Muskegon% 20Woman%
E2%80%99s%20Club  
Another option is to remember our club when you make your estate plan. Contact your 
accountant or your attorney with questions or for instructions. 
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Board of Director News and Notes 
 Upcoming spring activities will be Junk to Jewels (flyer on page 5), Glass Class with Jilly Barnes 

(April 19), Canvas Painting class (April 22), Women of Accomplishment (p. 6), Community    
Enrichment event, Coming Up For Air (page 4). 

 The Nominating Committee, Karen Panozzo and Kay Ostrom, received approval for their    
nominations for 2018/2019. Nancy Bierenga (automatic move to President), Hannah 
Olechnowicz, (President-elect), Pam Caris (Vice-President), Paula Martin (Treasurer), Karin 
Carlson (Recording Secretary), Julie Smith (Member-at-large). Nominations will be 
accepted from the floor at our April and May luncheons. 

 We reviewed the insurance policy for the club and renewed it as written. 

 Gavonnie and Nancy will meet with Member, Doug Hughes, to review the federal, 
state, and local forms that we must file. The BOD is concerned about inconsistency of filing in 
the past. 

 We had a wonderful event in the Dr. Seuss, Green Eggs and Ham  
breakfast on the 24th. Thanks to First Lutheran who let us have our event there 
while our boiler and pipes were getting fixed. We had 80 children and adults at 
the event. Thank you to Northern Trust Bank in Grand Rapids for their generous 
donation. We cannot thank them enough for their donation to help our           
community and our club! Thank you to the Muskegon Area District Library for 
the donation of Dr. Seuss boos and paying for 20 guests to come to the event. Thank you to our very own club member, 
Doug Hughes, for his donation as well. Other community donations include Great Lakes Fresh Market for supplying 
the ham, Wesco for donut holes, Sam’s Club for cinnamon rolls, Mercy Health for the juice, Sunrise Acres Egg farm for 
the eggs, also Meijer and Gordon foods for their donations. We couldn’t make this event such a huge success without 
our community partners. Thank you so much. 
 Thank you to our club members who are able to help with the event. Nancy and Julie who went to get the eggs, 
Pam, Sandy, Dolores, Dorothy, and Julie for working in the kitchen and serving. Thank you, too, Helen, Elaine, Karen, 
Pat, Ruth, Barbara, Peggy, and Christine for all your help serving. Also thank you to Barbara for taking the reservations 
and handling the money so well. Thank you to Gavonnie for helping with set up, and of course to Dale Roest for all his 
grocery shopping, hauling, lifting, and toting and all he does for the club. Thank you to Carol Thompson for the paper 
plates (thank goodness we didn’t have to wash all those dishes). 
 We couldn’t thank Toni Seyferth enough for all her work prepping and rehearsing for the North Muskegon 
theater group who performed their Dr. Seuss skit, entertained the children, and signed all the autographs. The children 
really enjoyed that! Thanks, Toni, for all your hard work! 
 Thanks everyone who always makes this event a huge success. We couldn’t do it without you! 
Mark your calendar now for next year’s event—March 16, 2019—with the St. Patrick’s Day parade to follow. 

Green Eggs and Ham Report           Deb Roest, chair 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

• Education 

• The Arts 

• Service 

• Community Activities 

• Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

Birthdays 

1 Pam Caris 
5 Elaine Skinner 
10 Jeanine Ober 
12 Florence Stahl 
25 Connie Bull 
29 Nancy Bierenga 


