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The President’s Pen

President, Gavonnie Williams

Hello all,

Volume X, Issue 3

Well, this has been a very hectic month. Your board has been busy with matters of the club. I
am so grateful to Dorothy Brink for her diligence in working with Boardwell as well as the
insurance adjusters. As you can imagine, none of that has been smooth or easy. Thank you
also to Laurel Sass for stepping up with the offer to have our March luncheon at Watermark
and Dorothy for arranging things with Hearthstone, Nancy Bierenga for arranging a room at
the library for our February board meeting, Ruth Lofton for working with event Chairs in
navigating dates and locations for those who needed to make adjustments to their events. To
the Event Chairs who needed to be flexible and get creative, thank you! Also to all my other
board members, Pam Caris, Sharon Beck, Paula Martin, Kitty Gietzen and Karin Carlson, all
who work so hard behind the scenes with things I am unaware of because they are doing
what needs to be done! Thank you, thank you, thank you!!!
As of today it appears we will be back into the building for our normal membership meetings
beginning in April! I will give you a full update at the membership meeting following the
March luncheon.
Please remember to support our Philanthropy with “Birthday” items and for those who can, a
monetary donation is of course always appreciated!
I hope to see you all at the luncheon March 7th at 12 noon. Please remember to RSVP
to Karin Carlson @karinc1146@yahoo.com.
Your President,

Gavonnie
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Club Calendar
March
1
Book Talk
7 Club Luncheon
21 Board of Directors
23 Newsletter Articles Due
24 Green Eggs & Ham (p. 6)
April
4 Club Luncheon
5 Book Talk
13-14 Junk to Jewels (p. 6)
18 Board of Directors
22 Canvas Painting Class
27 Newsletter Articles Due
28 Women of Accomplishment

7:00pm
12:00 N
12:00 N
5:00pm
10:00am
12:00 N
7:00pm
see flyer
12:00 N
1:30-6 pm
5:00pm
9-11 am

2017/2018 Board of Directors
Gavonnie Williams, President
Laurel Sass, Vice President
Nancy Bierenga, President–Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Caris, Member at Large
Ruth Lofton, Activities Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Katherine Gietzen. House and Grounds Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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Karin Carlson, Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

March Club Hours
unavailable

Philanthropy

Hannah Olechnowicz

The Quarterly Drive will be:
December-March: Birthday Kits (cake mix, icing, candles, sprinkles, single roll streamers)
April-June: Diapers (all sizes including Pull-ups and overnight weights)
Your items to be donated may be brought with you to any meeting in that quarter or you
may make a cash or check donation at the meeting. Please make checks payable to GMWC
and someone from the club will shop for items for the donation. If there is no March
luncheon, we will have the March collection extend to the April meeting.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

Hope Springs Eternal
Having covered modern club history in previous columns, we will now travel back in time to
where and how our story began. As our story unfolds, it will become readily apparent that the history
of the club is inextricably intertwined with the history of Muskegon. And so we will begin by taking a
closer look at the city that gave birth to our club, a dying city well on its way to becoming a ghost
tow, as the once proud ‘Lumber Queen of the World’ was but a shadow of its former grandeur.
From the time that the first sawmill appeared here and little ‘Maskego’ was incorporated as a
village in 1837, the lumbering industry grew by leaps and bounds, reaching its peak in 1887 with 47
saw mills and more millionaires per capita than any other American city. However, the seemingly endless supply of stately White Pine was depleted by 1890 leaving devastation in its wake – vast swaths
of barren stumps, sawdust choked lakes and streams, and unsightly piles of sawdust and abandoned
logs. Wealthy lumber barons followed the lumber with no concern for the destruction they had
wrought.
Disaster followed disaster when in 1891 another fire swept through the deserted city – a small
spark in a livery stable on Clay Avenue ignited an inferno that consumed 17 blocks of the downtown.
The Pine Street Fire, as it came to be known, not only destroyed the downtown, but also our beautiful
courthouse.
Amidst this destruction and devastation, hope springs eternal as the village of Maskego was
incorporated into the city of Muskegon in 1891, the smallest incorporated city in the country at that
time, and a tiny group of women planted a small seed that would soon bear great fruit.

Molasses Cake
1 C sugar
2 eggs
Scant 1/2 C Shortening measured in full cup
1/4 tsp cloves
2 C flour
1/4 tsp. ginger
Molasses
Fill 1/2 C shortening to overflowing with molasses. Stir all ingredients together and add 1 C boiling
water to which you have added 1 tsp. baking soda. Bake in a 9X13” pan at 350° until tests done.
Frosting:
1 C sugar
1/2 C shortening
1 stick butter
1 egg yolk
1 tsp vanilla
Scant 1/2 C milk
Beat all together for 15 minutes at medium speed. Frost completely cooled cake.
This recipe was handed down by my maternal great-grandmother who lived
in the Holland, MI area in the late 1800’s and from the time I was very
young it tasted like comfort. (Nancy Bierenga)

Finding the Hidden Object
Carol Thompson found the heart in February! Thanks for reading.
A shamrock is hidden this month.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our January 31 Dine-Out at Gouleese was great! There were 14 of us and we enjoyed all four
kinds of goulash. Our February Dine-Out was on February 19 at Pints and Quarts when 10 of
us had a great time together!
Our next dinner will be on March 19 at Next Door (the new pizza restaurant next to Ps&Qs).
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During the first few months of 2018 we plan
to participate in a flower-arranging class at
Wasserman’s Floral (May) and another
glass class with Jilly (April 19) - at the club.

Community Engagement Event Plans Continue
On May 17 Roger Rapaport, area film maker and writer, will preview his new film, Coming Up for Air,
with us at the club. We will have several experts, including DJ Hilson (presenting the legal aspect),
some mental health professionals and family members with experiences lead a discussion about the
topic of the film, family impact and involvement with mental illness, and how we can be a supportive
community to those who suffer either personally or with a family member.
Please put this date on your calendar now so you can attend this event. Invite your family and friends
so they can also learn about this important subject.

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book.
Meeting place: Hennessey's (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).
Meeting Time: 7PM
Book Review: The Orphan Keeper gets five stars—we all loved the book! Skipping Christmas
was also a great read and we give it five stars as well.
Next meeting: March 1 The Necklace by Cheryl Jarvis
April 5 The Black House by Peter May

Hope you can join us.
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Volunteers are needed for this event as
well. Contact one of the committee
members to sign up.
We also need donations of your “junk or
jewels” to make this sale successful! If
you need someone to pick up items,
contact the committee to arrange a pick
-up time.
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If you would like to make a donation to the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, please
contact the Community Foundation for Muskegon County and tell them to place the
donation in this fund.
https://cffmc.org/give/give-now/?fundname=Greater%20Muskegon% 20Woman%
E2%80%99s%20Club
Another option is to remember our club when you make your estate plan. Contact your
accountant or your attorney with questions or for instructions.

Please consider attending or helping with the Women of Accomplishment’s
2018 event on April 28 at 9 AM. There will be sign-up sheets and RSVP forms
on the tables at the luncheon on March 7. If you aren’t able to attend the
luncheon, the form is on our website or contact Nancy Bierenga for details.
There are several event sponsors already signed up but there are more places
you can donate using the RSVP form as well. RSVPs with payment are due by
April 14.

Nominations are being received until March 1. Forms are available on our
website or contact a committee member.



Board of Director News and Notes

Upcoming spring activities will be Green Eggs and Ham (flyer page 7), Junk to Jewels (flyer on
page 5), Canvas Painting class (April 22), Women of Accomplishment (above), Community Enrichment event, Coming Up For Air (page 4).
 The Nominating Committee, Karen Panozzo and Kay Ostrom, have begun to work on a slate of
nominees for the 2018-2019 board of directors. Please give thought to whether you are able to
serve on the board next year or if there is a member who should be nominated.
 Our cookbooks will be sold at the Lakeshore Museum Center in their gift shop.
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Event Chair, Deb Roest, asks all members to consider how they can volunteer at this event.
We need help with set-up, preparing food, serving food and clean up. Call Deb to volunteer.

A gathering place for the community
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
19
20
24
25
27

Rosalie Mancier
Pam Witherell
Bonnie Kellogg
Sandy Wellington
Lindy Olechnowicz
Kathy Leiter
30 Jenny Hammond

