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The President’s Pen

President, Gavonnie Williams

Hello Ladies,
Christmas is just around the corner. It is my favorite time of the year. Decorating, Christmas music,
family and of course shopping. With shopping in mind we had two club elves, Deb Roest and Dianne Buck
out shopping for our Philanthropy, United Way’s “Fill The Truck” - a very nice way to start this Christmas
season in the spirit of giving! Beginning with the December Tea we will be collecting items for Birthday
celebrations. Think of everything you would need to have a party, from wrapping paper and decorations to
invitations. Monetary donations will be collected and we will have shoppers once again to help us in
providing joy for those less fortunate.
Nancy and I are having some fun with the newsletter going forward. Something we hope will
encourage you to read it a little closer, while having fun…here is a clue:
Christmas Fun
I’m filled with information, that many do not see.
I’m sent to you for free each month, complied so lovingly.
Sometimes you say you read me, but with a real quick glance.
This month should you ignore me, then you may miss your chance.
For somewhere here inside me, a hidden symbol lies.
The first two who will spot me, they win a special prize.
So look so very carefully, for I am hidden well.
Who will the lucky winners be? well, only time will tell.
The first two to find the Santa hat in the newsletter will get a special prize at the December tea.
For those who receive their newsletter via email…the first to EMAIL Nancy with where the
symbol was hidden, and for those who receive their newsletter via USPS, the first who tells Nancy the day
of the Tea where the symbol was found will be the winners.
You must attend the Tea to receive your prize.
I will miss seeing you all at the Tea. I have an unavoidable conflict. I always enjoy how beautiful the club
looks all decorated. I will enjoy it still by visiting Artisan Market on November 25 th and attending Evening
By Candlelight on November 27th. I hope to see you all then. Have a very blessed Christmas and I leave you
with this thought…
Our heart grows tender with childhood memories and love of kindred and we are better throughout the year for having,
in spirit, become a child again at Christmas-time.
-Laura Ingalls Wilder-

. Your President, Gavonnie
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2017/2018 Board of Directors

Club Calendar
December
6 Membership Tea
7 Book Talk
20 BOD Meeting
22 Newsletter articles due

1:00pm
7pm
12N
5:00pm

January
Winter Break—No meeting
4 Book Talk
17 Board of Directors
19 Newsletter Articles due

5:00pm

Gavonnie Williams, President
Laurel Sass, Vice President
Nancy Bierenga, President–Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Caris, Member at Large
Ruth Lofton, Activities Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Katherine Gietzen. House and Grounds Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair

Getting to Know You
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Alecia Tyson
Alecia was invited to our November luncheon by her friend, Ruth Lofton, and became a
member of the Club the same day! She is a West Virginia native and lived there all of her life
until her recent move to West Michigan. She was raised in St. Alban, a suburb of Charleston,
and also lived in Nitro, Hurricane, and Scott Depot. After attending the West Virginia Institute of Banking and West Virginia State College, Alecia worked in the banking industry until
her husband, Eric’s transfer from the Institute, West Virginia Bayer Crop Science to Bayer,
Muskegon.
She and Eric are the parents of three – Matthew, Ashley, and Brandon and grandparents to Matthew’s three-and-a-half year old daughter, Brooklynn and Ashley’s three-and-ahalf year old twin boys, Colton and Peyton. Youngest son, Brandon, is currently majoring in
National Security and Intelligence and Political Science at Fairmont State University.
In her spare time, Alecia enjoys reading, cross-stitching, and stained glass and any
child-centered activities. Prior to moving here, she was involved with the Boy Scouts of America, The Order of the Arrow, Rotary Club, and served on the boards of the YMCA and Salvation Army.
Please extend the hand of friendship to Alecia and welcome her not only to the club but
also to her new home in Muskegon.
Welcome Alecia!
Congratulations to Member Eloise Selleck
What a Milestone! Our 1979-1980 President, Eloise Selleck turns 99 on December 1!
Congratulations to Eloise on this event. We hope to celebrate with her at our December Tea
on the 6th if she is able to make the trip in from Grand Rapids where she is now. If you’d like
to send Elouise a card or note, her address is: Eloise Selleck, 1551 Franklin St.SE, Apt 4004,
Grand Rapids, MI 49506. Note the apartment change from our Yearbook and also make the
change in your yearbook.
Other Yearbook Changes
New member info will be available at the tea on stickers for your roster
Linda Griffith—address: 2065 Castle Ct
Martha McKinney—phone: 616.202.4280
Peggy Peckham—1043 Pine Grove Dr #104

Philanthropy

December Office Hours
Dec.

6 12-3
20 12-2

Hannah Rogers

The Quarterly Drive will be:
December-March:: Birthday Kits (cake mix, icing, candles, sprinkles, single roll streamers)
April-June: Diapers (all sizes including Pull-ups and overnight weights)
Your items to be donated may be brought with you to any meeting in that quarter or you
may make a cash or check donation at the meeting. Please make checks payable to GMWC
and someone from the club will shop for items for the donation.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

Will return at some point. Stay tuned.

Recipe Corner
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Sour Cream and Onion Bread

(makes 1 loaf)
This is the only bread served at an abbey that was eaten with a knife and fork. At times it was
even served as one of the courses of the formal meal. At rare times it was served at High Tea, where it
was presented as thin wedges.
There is no doubt that this is one of the cook’s favorite breads for a simple reason: As opposed
to other breads, it was very quick to make. From start to finish, the elapsed time will be around 45
minutes.
When prepared at an abbey, this bread would be made in a cast iron skillet so it would bake
properly and in time with the topping. In today’s even baking ovens, it can be made in a simple round
cake pan.
Ingredients:
3 Tbs. butter
1 tsp salt
2 sweet yellow onions, peeled and thinly sliced
1/4 C shortening, chilled
2 C flour
2 Tbs. minced parsley or cilantro
2 tsp baking powder
1 C milk
1/3 C sour cream
Steps:
1 Preheat oven to 425°. Line the bottom of an 8-in round cake pan with parchment paper
2 In a medium sauté pan or skillet, melt the butter over medium heat. Add the onions and sauté for
10 minutes
3 In a medium bowl, whisk together the flour, baking powder, and salt. Add the shortening and,
using a pastry blender, cut the shortening into the flour until it resembles a course meal (crumbly).
4 Stir in the parsley and milk until well blended.
5 Spoon the dough into the prepared pan and even out.
6 Spread the caramelized onions over the dough.
7 Spread the sour cream over the onions.
8 Place into the oven and bake 25 minutes.
9 Remove from the oven and let cool in the pan for 10 minutes.
10 Remove from the pan, cut into wedges, and serve.

Miss Manners comments on Openers and Filling Social Openings:
Dear Miss Manners: What do you consider a good conversation opener?
Gentle Reader: Almost anything except, “I’ve been on a wonderful journey of self-discovery lately, and
I’d like to share it with you.”
Dear Miss Manners: What suggestions can you offer to a social klutz who dreads meeting new people?
Gentle Reader: Most people develop clever opening lines for such events. If you let them deliver them
and say only, “How interesting—tell me about it,” you will soon have a reputation as a charming
person and a fascinating conversationalist.

LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

We had a great time and made some lovely glass pieces with Jilly.
Our next Dine Out is scheduled for Monday, Dec. 18 at 6:30PM at The Lake House.
Please bring a $10-$15 exchange gift.
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Fine Arts Scholarships
This is on hold for the time being. Announcement will be made in the near future.

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book,
whether or not you’ve had time to read the book. Meeting place:
Henessey’s (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).
Meeting Time: 7PM
Book Review: There were only two of us at the Nov. meeting, so we’re going to
discuss The Orphan Keeper at our January meeting. It is well worth the read
Next meeting:
Dec. 7 Skipping Christmas by John Grisham
Jan. 4 The Orphan Keeper by Camron Wright
Feb. 1 Purgatory Road by Samuel Parker
March 1 The Necklace by Cheryl Jarvis

Hope you can join us.
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Y

our board of directors passed the following motions at their November meeting:
1) Purchased a Workmen’s Comp policy for the club as required by the state of
Michigan for all corporations in the state
2) Granted Nancy Bierenga and Pat Camp permission to explore fundraising/financial
options for the future of the club on behalf of the board of directors
3) To Honor the passing of all past presidents and current members with a memorial
paver in lieu of flowers (We will be discussing the addition of honoring living
members with a paver when they reach the age of 95 years)
4) Prospective members may attend club teas free of charge; host member will pay the
cost of prospective members attending luncheons
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Are you thinking about Year End or Estate Donations?
Do you know how easy it is to make a lasting impact on our community?
Since you’ve loved the Woman’s Club during your life, you can continue
to love the club after your life here is over. You can also make year end gifts to
the club using the following link. If you don’t use the internet, simply call the
foundation at 231.332.4139 and ask for Emma. She will help you be sure your
donation goes to the GMWC fund.
If everyone leaves 5% of their estate to a Foundation fund, over $680
million will be invested in Muskegon County by 2055! Love your community.
Leave 5%.
The link for donors to give directly to our Greater Muskegon Woman’s
Club endowment fund is:
https://cffmc.org/give/give-now/?fundname=Greater%20Muskegon%
20Woman%E2%80%99s%20Club.
There is a possibility that we will establish a Raise The Roof fund at the
Community Foundation after the first of January. Those funds could then be used
100% to replace the roof and accomplish other needed improvements like a
licensed kitchen and air conditioning, depending on the amount donated.

Over the three days over 183 Gingerbread
Houses were built. Many children and parents
enjoyed the activity for the first time. Several were
here as a family tradition and have been at the club
for many years.
Some people who know what we usually
supply brought their own candy decorations.
Two young men even made a carport on the
back or side of their houses using only what we
supplied.
Regardless of the level of creativity, it
seemed that everyone had fun.
The young ladies here came all dressed up for the holiday.
They were so excited!
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A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Birthdays

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

1
5
14
24

Eloise Selleck
Char Boertman
Sarah Andrie
Pam Harris

