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The President’s Pen

President, Gavonnie Williams

Ladies,

Volume IX, Issue 10

Signs of autumn. Acorns dropping, leaves turning, football, pumpkins on the
porch… 86 degrees and people swimming in the lake! What is happening? Well,
think not only autumn, but winter as well. Please remember to help us with our Fill
The Truck philanthropy and bring to the club items to warm those less fortunate
for the colder days ahead. Items are needed for adults as well as children. We will
learn more about this when we hear from Christine Robere at our October 4th
luncheon. Hope to see all of you then.

Lots of exciting events for October. Please take the time to read all of the newsletter
so you can know what we are up to and find the event or two or more that you
would like to participate in. Also, a big thank you to Nancy Bierenga for all of her
time spent gathering information to share with us all.
Your President,

Gavonnie
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2017/2018 Board of Directors

October
4 Club Luncheon
5 Book Talk at Hennessey’s
18 BOD Meeting
19 Painting Class with Robyn Civis
20 Newsletter/Website Articles Due

12N
7:00pm
12N
7PM
5:00pm

November
1
Club Luncheon
2 Book Talk
9 Glass Class with Jilly/Soup Supper
15 BOD Meeting
17-19 Gingerbread Building
24 Newsletter articles due
25 Holiday Artisan Market
27 Evening By Candlelight

12 noon
7:00pm
5:00pm
12 N
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5:00pm
TBA
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Gavonnie Williams, President
Laurel Sass, Vice President
Nancy Bierenga, President–Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Caris, Member at Large
Ruth Lofton, Activities Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Katherine Gietzen. House and Grounds Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair

A New Member Reception was be held on September 26 at the club. If you are new
but were unable to attend, there will be another one scheduled as membership warrants.
New Yearbooks were distributed at the September meeting. If you have not received
your copy, you may pick it up at the club or make arrangements with Karin Carlson to have it
mailed to you.

Volume IX, Issue 10

Getting to Know You

Meet our newest member, Dr. Jennifer Hammond. A newcomer to West Michigan,
Jenny and her husband relocated here last spring when she accepted a position as Director of
Academic Services for Muskegon Public Schools. Prior to moving here, Jenny served as
principal of Grand Blanc Community High School in Grand Blanc, Michigan.
Her extensive personal education includes a Bachelor of Science degree in Education
from Michigan State University, a Master of Arts degree in Mathematics from Wayne State
University, as well as an Educational Specialist in School Administration degree and Doctor
of Philosophy in Educational Leadership degree from Oakland University in Rochester,
Michigan. While at MSU, Jenny studied abroad in London, Paris, and Edinburgh.
She and her husband, Donald, currently reside in Grand Haven while their home at
Terrace Point Landing is under construction. In her spare time, she enjoys reading, yoga,
jogging, and walking. In fact, while on a walk in downtown Muskegon, she discovered our
clubhouse and decided to join us, and we are delighted to have her with us!
Please make Jennie feel welcome!

October Office Hours
Oct.

Philanthropy

4 11am-2pm
18 12N-2pm

Hannah Rogers

This year we will join our community in the United Way sponsored Fill The Truck drive.
Christine Robere will be the speaker at our October luncheon to tell us about the origin of the
drive and also introduce us to Alice—the focus of our United Way of the Lakeshore.
The Quarterly Drive will be:
September-November: Winter Needs (coats, hats, scarves, mittens—all sizes, child to adult)
December-March:: Birthday Kits (cake mix, icing, candles, sprinkles, single roll streamers)
April-June: Diapers (all sizes including Pull-ups and overnight weights)
Your items to be donated may be brought with you to any meeting in that quarter or you
may make a cash or check donation at the meeting. Please make checks payable to GMWC
and someone from the club will shop for items for the donation. If you’d like to be a
designated shopper, please contact Hannah at hmrog14@gmail.com or 231.670.1963.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

Over the years, this column has covered the history of Greater Muskegon Woman’s
Club year by year from the 1940’s through 1970, and now the time is right for a change in
focus. Future columns will take a giant step back in time to the earliest days of the Club.
With that in mind, I would very much like to hear from you, Dear Readers. We have a long, rich
history of notable people and events as well as our historic clubhouse and its treasures. What
questions might you have? What artifacts would you like to know more about? (Did you
know that the first piano, a baby grand to grace this clubhouse was donated by Mrs. Charles
Hackley in 1903?)

Recipe Corner
Port Sautéed Baby Mushrooms
The Victorian origins of this recipe:
As most people are well aware, England can be quite a damp country most of the year and
this makes it perfect for growing mushrooms. All of the abbeys grew a wonderful variety of
mushrooms in various types and sizes, and they were used in many dishes from High Tea to a regal
dinner.
The proper mushrooms for this dish are the smaller varieties. Button mushrooms are ideal
when you can get them. They should be small so they can fit easily on a fork with a piece of meat and
also so they sauté quickly.
The use of alcohol in food preparation was very rare in the abbeys. This is one of the very
few dishes that contained alcohol even though alcohol and wine were readily available to members of
the family and invited guests.
Port Sautéed Baby Mushrooms would be the side dish for an entrée featuring beef or lamb,
and was always the side dish at large galas that featured roasts, which were carved at the table.

Ingredients:
1 pound small mushrooms, stems removed
1/4 C olive oil
1/4 C port

2 Tbs. butter
2 shallots, minced

Steps:
1. Wipe the mushrooms with a soft cloth to remove any soil. Do
not wash them.
2. In a medium sauté pan, melt the butter into the olive oil over
medium heat. Add the shallots and sauté 2 minutes.
3. Add the mushrooms and sauté 5 minutes.
4. Carefully pour in the port and cook 5 minutes before serving.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our September Dine Out was at Pints and Quarts. Five of us had a great time.
Our next Dine Out will be on October 23 at The Paisley Pig in Grand Haven at 6PM. If
you’d like to join us, please contact Nancy at nancy@housesbynancy.com or 231.730.0887 by
Monday noon so we can be sure our table will hold all of us.
Robin Civis will be teaching another fun and enriching painting class on Thursday,
October 19 at 7:00 pm. We’ll be painting a fall woods scene.. The cost is $
Our next glass class with Jilly will be November 9 at 5:00 pm. This will be a great time
to make a Christmas gift for someone—or a lovely piece of jewelry for yourself!
We’re always open to having new people and their friends (often your friends end up
joining the club because we’re so much fun) join us for activities, classes, or dining. Contact
Nancy for more information.
If you have an idea for a fun activity or tour and would like help planning, contact me.
Or if you’d like to do the planning yourself or with some friends, even better—just let me
know what and when (subject to calendar availability) so I can get BOD approval.

Fine Arts Scholarships

Laurel Sass/Nancy Bierenga, co-chairs

Applications are on the website. Feel free to tell area high school students
and teachers about this great opportunity!

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Pat Camp, chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book. Meeting place: Henessey’s—no need to bring
snacks or beverages (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).
Meeting Time: 7PM

Book Review: Though it was difficult to first get into A Man Called Ove, the book was a
great read. We all enjoyed getting to know Ove (pronounced Oovay by the books on tape
people) and his neighbors. The author helped us learn to see past the prickly exterior of this
curmudgeon to the kind heart he tried so hard to hide just as he learned to love and care and
even to communicate with other humans in his world. We rate this a 5 Stars!
Next meeting: Oct. 5 Truly, Madly, Guilty by Liane Moriarty
Nov. 2
Dec. 7
Jan. 4
Feb. 1

The Orphan Keeper by Camron Wright
Skipping Christmas by John Grisham
Purgatory Road by Samuel Parker
The Necklace by Cheryl Jarvis

Future meetings: Meetings will be monthly on the first Thursday at 7PM at
Henessey’s. Hope you can join us.
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P

lease be sure to share the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club with your
friends! We need to grow our membership and the best way to do that is by members
inviting friends.

If you have a key to the clubhouse and are not on the BOD, please return the key at
the luncheon. We are trying to keep better track of the keys to ensure the security of
the building..

Page 6

Page 7

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

October Birthdays

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

2
5
6
13

Shirley Green
Ann Caris
Ruth Hillman
Nancy Kinziger

