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The President’s Pen

President, Gavonnie Williams

Good Fall to All…well, almost!
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Welcome to all members, old and new, to what this board hopes will be an exciting and
fun year. We have been busy working and meeting throughout the summer to plan for a
successful 2017-18 season at Greater Muskegon Women’s Club. It has been a joy being
able to spend time with and getting to know even better all these wonderful ladies. I
truly do believe we have a common heart to lead with wisdom and passion, honoring our
traditions while celebrating change.
GMWC has a rich history throughout the years of focusing on friendship, intellectual
offerings, community enrichment, and social activities. If you are new, or have not
previously actively participated beyond our monthly teas and luncheons, this is a great
time to begin. YOU are this club. Our future depends on your involvement. There are all
kinds of ways to be an active member and the rewards far out way the time you so
generously give. If you are not sure where your time and talent could be appreciated,
just ask! Your Yearbook is a great place to start! Annual Event Chairs always welcome
fresh faces and volunteering on a Committee is the best way to get to know your fellow
members.
Your GMWC Board is happy to welcome you back from what we hope was a fun and
relaxing summer break, with a Tea on Wednesday, September 6 at 1pm. Please RSVP
when you receive your invite. This really does help us in our preparations.
Your President,

Gavonnie
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2017/2018 Board of Directors

Club Calendar
September
6 Membership Tea
7 Book Talk at Hennessey’s
20 BOD Meeting
22 Newsletter/Website Articles Due
26 New Member Reception

1:00pm
7:00pm
12N
5:00pm
5:30pm

October
4 Club Luncheon
5 Book Talk at Hennessey’s
18 BOD Meeting
20 Newsletter/Website Articles Due

12N
7:00pm
12N
5:00pm

Gavonnie Williams, President
Laurel Sass, Vice President
Nancy Bierenga, President–Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Caris, Member at Large
Ruth Lofton, Activities Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Katherine Gietzen. House and Grounds Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Parliamentarian
Karin Carlson, Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Karin Carlson, Chair

A New Member Reception will be held on September 26 at the club at 5:30pm. Light
refreshments will be served.
If you have not attended a prior reception, please plan to join us. We will investigate
all the fun and enriching things that happen at the club during the course of the year. Board
members and event chairs will attend to describe what they do.
New Yearbooks will be distributed at the September meeting. If you aren’t able to attend that meeting, please contact Karin to get your copy.
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Getting to Know You
Meet our new president, Gavonnie Williams, a well-traveled lady to be sure, who found her
way to West Michigan via Arconic (formerly Alcoa) in Whitehall. Thank goodness!
Born in Oakland, California to a navy father and stay-at-home mother, Gavonnie, her sister,
and brother never lived in one place more than two years at a time. Upon graduation from Torrance
High School in California, she studied early childhood education and then worked as an assistant
director of a parochial Christian school.
Gavonnie met her husband, Craig, a native of Flint, Michigan, while he was employed by her
parents in their family-owned electronics business. She and Craig married in California and eventually
moved with their two daughters to Oregon where their son, Michael, was born. They lived in Oregon
until 1999 when Alcoa/Howmet transferred Craig to Virginia for thirteen years, and then to Whitehall
three years ago.
Over the years their family has grown to include four grandchildren and two great grandchildren, following what Gavonnie laughingly refers to as their ’20-20 plan’ because Gavonnie
had her first daughter at the age of 20, as did her daughter, and then her granddaughter.
In the interim, she and Craig traveled extensively, both in the country visiting grands and
great-grands. and in Europe, having visited Germany, England, Holland, Italy, and France.
Last, but certainly not least, Gavonnie is a self-taught gourmet cook who loves entertaining
family and friends with her culinary delights.
September Office Hours
Sept.

Philanthropy

6 12N-2pm
20 12N-2pm

Hannah Rogers

This year we will join our community in the United Way sponsored Fill The Truck drive.
Christine Robere will be the speaker at our October luncheon to tell us about the origin of the
drive and also introduce us to Alice—the focus of our United Way of the Lakeshore.
The Quarterly Drive will be:
September-November: Winter Needs (coats, hats, scarves, mittens—all sizes, child to adult)
December-March:: Birthday Kits (cake mix, icing, candles, sprinkles, single roll streamers)
April-June: Diapers (all sizes including Pull-ups and overnight weights)
Your items to be donated may be brought with you to any meeting in that quarter or you
may make a cash or check donation at the meeting. Please make checks payable to GMWC
and someone from the club will shop for items for the donation. If you’d like to be a
designated shopper, please contact Hannah at hmrog14@gmail.com or 231.670.1963.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian

1969
Though the 1960’s are by no means, ancient history, I was struck by how
different things were then in the club. For example, the Board hired a boy to shovel
snow at the clubhouse for a very nominal fee. In our litigious society today, we have
to hire a contractor who is not only bonded but also insured. We wouldn’t dream of
hiring a boy.
Even the Standing Committees reflected the nuances of that time as
evidenced in bylaw changes that year. “The following Standing Committees shall
carry on the work of the club: Americanization, Civics, and Legislation*; Auditing;
Club History; Friendship, Guest Book, and Hospitality*; House and Grounds;
Membership; Permanent Planning; Philanthropy; Programs, Publicity, and Public
Relations*; Rentals; Social; Ways and Means; and Yearbook” (* indicates the
merger of three former committees into one) Can you imagine filling thirteen
different committees with club members in addition to five departments? A note on
Americanization – in the 1960’s, the names of newly naturalized citizens were part of the public domain, and
new citizens were feted by local organizations with banquets and other festivities. Over time, laws changed
protecting the privacy of new citizens bringing an end to the club’s Americanization committee.
The sheer number of Standing Committees obviously reflects a much larger club
membership then, as does the Board, which itself was much larger. Another bylaw change that year defined
the Board of Directors as follows: “These officers, the president, first vice-president, second vice-president,
treasurer, recording secretary, and corresponding secretary with the six directors, assistant treasurer
appointed by the Board, chairs of all departments and standing committees shall constitute the Board of
Directors.”
Other highlights of the year include the organization of a ‘Rhythmic Choir’ by Mrs. Virginia Austin,
i.e. a Choral Reading Group. And, the always-active juniors received several prestigious awards at the
annual Junior Woman’s Club convention that year including the Project H.O.P.E. award (Project H.O.P.E.
was a traveling hospital ship bringing medical aid to children in third world-countries), International Affairs
Award, and Stamps for Wounded Veterans Award. The latter was a wonderful national program of saving
cancelled stamps for hospitalized veterans to sort and catalogue for their individual stamp collections as a
form of therapy.
1969 also marked the Golden Anniversary of Greater Muskegon Junior Woman’s Club (19191969). The young ladies marked the momentous occasion with a gala anniversary open house on October 12,
1969.
Last, but not least, our beautiful President’s Chair was desperately in need of reupholstering. After
67 years of continuous usage, its lovely Spanish leather was cracked and peeling. Some of you are familiar
with the history of this historic artifact that was gifted to the club in 1902 by member, Mrs. Ida Crosby. The
original chair was produced by Stickley Brothers of Grand Rapids and was hand-carved by Italian
woodworkers. Upon closer inspection, you will notice the name ‘Crosby’ carved into the plate at the bottom
of its seat as well as the year ‘1902’ carved into the headpiece. Unfortunately, naugahyde was the popular
upholstery covering in the 1960’s so the lovely Spanish leather was replaced with naugahyde. Nonetheless,
this priceless antique chair of a bygone era still graces our stage today.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our August Dine Out was at 18th Amendment Spirits Co. Eleven of us had a great time.
Our next Dine Out will be on September 11 at Pints and Quarts at 6PM. If you’d like to
join us, please contact Nancy at nancy@housesbynancy.com or 231.730.0887 by Monday
noon so we can be sure our table will hold all of us.
Robin Civis will be teaching another fun and enriching painting class on Thursday,
October 19 at 7:00 pm. We’ll be painting a fall creek scene.
Our next glass class with Jilly will be November 9 at 5:00 pm. This will be a great time
to make a Christmas gift for someone—or a lovely piece of jewelry for yourself!
We’re always open to having new people and their friends (often your friends end up
joining the club because we’re so much fun) join us for activities, classes, or dining. Contact
Nancy for more information.
If you have an idea for a fun activity or tour and would like help planning, contact me.
Or if you’d like to do the planning yourself or with some friends, even better—just let me
know what and when (subject to calendar availability) so I can get BOD approval.

Fine Arts Scholarships

Laurel Sass/Nancy Bierenga, co-chairs

Plans are under way to award a scholarship again in 2018. The
application and information are available on our club website and letters will
be mailed in the next weeks to area high school Fine Arts teachers and other
student organizations.
If you have a child or grandchild or friend who is involved in any
way in the Fine Arts (photography, painting, other visual arts, or any type of
music) please encourage them to apply for a scholarship. Each year we
donate up to $500 to any student from Muskegon county for use during their
high school art career. Students must be at least a freshman through Junior
to apply.
Money may be used for equipment, classes, or summer camp. In the
past we’ve funded a computer program for music composition, art supplies,
and piano lessons among other things.

Arts and Entertainment

Pat Camp, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book. Meeting place: Henessey’s—no need to bring
snacks or beverages (purchase dinner, snack, dessert, and/or beverage).
Meeting Time: 7PM
Next meeting: Sept. 7 A Man Called Ove by Fredric Bachman
Oct. 5
Nov. 2
Dec. 7
Jan. 4
Feb. 1

Truly, Madly, Guilty by Liane Moriarty
The Orphan Keeper by Camron Wright
Skipping Christmas by John Grisham
Purgatory Road by Samuel Parker
The Necklace by Cheryl Jarvis

Future meetings: Meetings will be monthly on the first Thursday at 7PM.
Hope you can join us.
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Y

our Board of Directors had a great and productive day at President, Gavonnie
Williams’ house in August. We hammered out some by-law updates that you’ll hear more
about at the September Tea and also began work on rental contract changes, the budget. and
the yearbook. There is much behind the scenes work that is done during the summer and it is
all for you, our members!

P

lease be sure to share the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club with your friends! We
need to grow our membership and the best way to do that is by members inviting friends.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

September Birthdays
1
10
11
15
16
17
21
23
25
27
30

Judi Delis
Loribeth Clark
Marlene Dykstra
Carol Thompson
Rebecca Andrie
Linda Griffith
Ruth Lofton
Deborah Matrone
Deborah Roest
Renee Caliendo
RaeJean Erickson
Jennie Naffie

