Julye, 2017

The President’s Pen

President, Gavonnie Williams

Hello Ladies,

Can hardly believe July is upon us already! I hope this is no indication of how quickly
summer is going to fly by because there is much to do to get ready for this next year at
Greater Muskegon Women’s Club.
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At the June tea your new board was installed and we will be meeting over the summer
with board meetings, committee meetings, and a special retreat to plan and organize this
coming year. I am excited to work with such a great group of women. It is our desire to
have a very successful and exiting year ahead.
We will be working on our 2017-18 Yearbook over the summer and it will be ready for
you at the September Membership Tea, so if you have not yet paid your dues and want
to be sure you are included in the book, please do so. Dues were owed by the end of June.
Also, if you need to alter any personal information for the book please contact Laurel
Sass or myself by the end of July.
While out and about enjoying your local community activities be sure you remember to
mention GMWC and take some time to think about who you could invite to join us for
one of our luncheons, teas, or other activities in the upcoming year.
Hope you have a lovely and safe summer filled with family, friends and much relaxation.

Gavonnie
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Gavonnie Williams, President
Laurel Sass, Vice President
Nancy Bierenga, President–Elect
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Katherine Gietzen, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Caris, Member at Large
All chair
positions are
to be
determined

Activities Chair
Communications Chair
Finance Chair
House and Grounds Chair
Parliamentarian
Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Dolores Brondyke, Chair

Getting to Know You
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Zabrina Lindsay

Zabrina Lindsay, her husband, Bob, and their four girls (Anneka, Bella, Ellie, and Sophia)
moved to North Muskegon from the Chicago area in 2015. Zabrina grew up in the Muskegon
area and they have spent summers renting in the area for many years. She works for Farmer’s
Insurance out of the Chicago office, though most of her work is done from home. She is an Alma
College and McCormick Seminary graduate. The four girls keep their parents busy attending
sports and cultural activities. Zabrina is also active in the PTA in North Muskegon schools. She
ran for County Commission last fall, and though she did not prevail in that election, remains
very involved in the local political scene. She also belongs to Rotary. The family belongs to First
Presbyterian Church in Muskegon.
Contact Information:
Zabrina Lindsay
580 Franklin St
N Muskegon 49445
lindsayfamily6@icloud.com
phone: (773)320-1827

Remember to pay your 2017/2018 dues if you
haven’t already done so. We want to include your
information in our Yearbook.

July Office Hours
You will be able to
access the club during the following times:
July

20 12N-1PM

Philanthropy

Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf

Philanthropy causes for the coming year will be announced in August.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
1967

On the surface, it was business as usual in the Club of 1967. Ongoing and Federation
activities kept the ladies busily engaged, as did the activities of the four departments: American
Home and Civics, Literature and Drama, Music and Art, as well as the Juniors. At the request of
the Art Gallery, the work of local artists continued to be displayed at the clubhouse on a monthly
basis. It was also the sixty-third year of the Martha A. Keating Parliamentary Law Class. The
annual Detroit Theater Trip to the historic Fisher Theater delighted patrons with productions of
‘Mame’ and ‘Cabaret’. The European Theater Tour of the previous year proved so successful that
a second tour was planned from April 30th through May 31st that year and quickly became a
much-anticipated annual event (and fundraiser) for the Club. The indefatigable Juniors hosted
their annual Chicago Fun Train Excursion as usual, and were actively supporting Girlstown
through per capita assessments and collecting Betty Crocker coupons to redeem for much needed
items at Loch Rio.
As active Federated members, free-will offerings were often collected at monthly
meetings to benefit Federation scholarship programs including the art scholarship at
Interlochen, the state nursing scholarship, and the Indian scholarship. That year the General
Federation convention was held in Washington D.C. and was attended by member, Audrey
Peterman. The historic trip was memorialized by a photograph of Mrs. Peterman and Lady Bird
Johnson in the Muskegon Chronicle.
Yet all of the busyness could not mask underlying difficulties of the Club. Burgeoning
membership was now a thing of the past while an aging clubhouse required continual
maintenance and repair creating a financial strain exacerbated by the nearly double property tax
increase mentioned previously. Hence, member, Mrs. Bart Buck’s, husband, president of a local
bank, offered his services to the Club as a financial advisor. He immediately advised the Board of
Directors to hire an attorney to represent the Club before the Property Tax Review Board. The
services of Charles Schiller were retained and resulted in a reduced assessed evaluation from
$45,000 to $40,000, which lowered property taxes by $226 effective in 1968. Attorney Schiller
then filed a complaint with the State Tax Commission. For more immediate financial relief,
members were encouraged to remit their $10 annual dues in April in order to help the club
treasury. More on this next time . . .

Recipe Corner
Orange Glaze—can be used on Beef Brisket, Pork Roast, or Chicken Breasts (or your choice)
1/3 C orange juice
1/4 C brown sugar
1/2 tsp. cornstarch

1 T butter
1 tsp. grated orange zest (be sure not to get any of
the white skin under the orange outside

In a medium saucepan, over medium heat, stir the orange juice, brown sugar, and cornstarch
until the cornstarch has dissolved. Bring to a boil and cook two minutes.
Remove from the heat and stir in butter and orange zest. Boil or bake the meat until it is about
done. Then preheat broiler and put meat on a broiling pan. Brush with some of the sauce. Broil
about 4 minutes per side, brushing with sauce again when you turn the meat.
You may add parboiled sliced carrots and wedged onion to the sauce if you’d like. If you are
adding them, when the meat is about finished, heat the sauce, carrots, and onion over medium
heat, for 7 minutes.
Carve the meat, place on serving platter, surround with vegetables, and pour sauce over.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our June Dine Out was Monday, June 19, at The Deck.
We had a great crowd and had a lot of fun!
July 17 is our next date and we’ll Dine Out at Docker’s at
6PM. If you’d like to join us, please contact Nancy at
nancy@housesbynancy.com or 231.730.0887 by Monday
noon so we can be sure our table will hold all of us.
For future events, we will schedule another glass class
with Jilly and another painting class with Robin Civis.
We’re always open to having new people and their
friends (often your friends end up joining the club because
we’re so much fun) to join us for activities, classes, or dining.
Contact Nancy for more information.
If you have an idea for a fun activity, tour, or trip, and
would like help planning, contact me. Or if you’d like to do
the planning yourself or with some friends, even better—just
let me know what and when so I can get BOD approval.

Arts and Entertainment
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

TBD , chair

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book. Meeting place—Note the Change—we’ll be
meeting at Henessey’s—no need to bring snacks or beverages.

Next meeting: July 6: The Nightingale by Kristen Hannah
August 3: The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman

Future meetings: Meetings will be monthly on the first Thursday.
Hope you can join us.
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As you’ve no doubt heard, Muskegon will be
hosting the cruise ships again this summer.
On July 23 we will have the opportunity to
provide an afternoon tea and tour to passengers. Last year about fifteen people accepted
our invitation and enjoyed an afternoon of
elegance while they were transported back to
the edge of the 20th Century!
Pat Camp is chairing the committee for this
tea. She would like to have several members
The Pearl Mist arrives in Muskegon
of the club who are able to dress in Victorian
garb greet the ship when guests first disembark and then some to be at the club for
serving tea and visiting with our guests.
If you are available on the 23rd and would like to help, please contact Pat or Nancy
Bierenga for more information.

O
I

ur next membership meeting will not happen until September 6 when we’ll have a
tea at the club. Meanwhile, talk with your friends about the club, our activities, and the fun
we have together promoting Muskegon.

f you haven’t already paid your dues for 2017/2018, please be sure to do that this
month so we can include your information in our yearbook. That will be created in early August, as soon as the calendar for next year is approved, so we can have it available at the tea.
You won’t be in the book if you haven’t renewed your membership.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

July Birthdays
1
6
7
14
17
24

27
28

Peggy Peckham
Nora McKee
Laura Martin
Marian Michalski
Suzanne Hayes
Zabrina Lindsay
Melissa Slorf
Judy Kell
Kay Meyers
Carolyn Bowen
Becky Coles

