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The President’s Pen

President, Laurel Sass

Greetings Everyone!
Happy May! Everything is coming back to life after the winter months! But it
also means the clubhouse will grow quiet for a few months as we wrap up our club year.
Don’t forget our salad luncheon on May 3 at noon. This is one of my favorites
when we get to sample everyone’s delicious cooking. We’ll also hear our slate of officers
for next year and vote on them. Be sure to RSVP so we will have enough places set.
Then please plan to join us for one last tea before summer on June 7 at 1p.m.
This is our meeting where we install our new board. Please attend and show your
support for those being installed. The past year has been a whirlwind for me! Never
would I have thought to be President of an organization! I have learned so much more
about the club and got to know a great group of ladies.
We raised just shy of $300 for Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Lakeshore. Great
job! At our April luncheon we had Tim Michalski, past president of the board for The
ARC of Muskegon, speak to us about their organization. Tim gave a great speech and
brought along his wife and their daughter, Emily. The ARC is our philanthropy pick for
April, May and June.
Thank you to Sharon Beck and her team, Dianne Buck, Kitty Gietzan, Pam Caris,
Sandy Wellington and a few others, for organizing and producing the annual Junk To
Jewels sale. The group collected, organized, priced and conducted the sale. Kudos to you
gals! It takes a lot to produce the events, tea and luncheons that we host at the clubhouse. Any and all help is welcomed and encouraged!
I hope this spring season is treating you well! Get out enjoy the
incoming summer air!
As my Presidency draws to an end, so does this letter! See you soon!

Laurel
2016/2017 Board of Directors
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Dolores Brondyke, Chair

New Member Information
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Cherrilynn Anderson-Bell
231.457.8702
2045 Howden St., Muskegon Heights 49444
Judi Delis
231.670.2063
2425 Dutch Lane, Muskegon 49442
Judy Kell
231.780.4583
2061 Belmont Dr., Muskegon 49441
Marian Michelski
231.726.2756
1583 Jefferson St., Muskegon 49441
Terri Smith
616.822.1139
2034 West Lake Rd., Twin Lake 49457
Pam Witherell
231.728.8530
282 E Grand Ave., Muskegon 49442

belland7@yahoo.com
231.578.0501
jbowman-delis@heritagepmi.com
231.670.7975
jmkell@yahoo.com
231.557.6928
marianmichelski@yahoo.com
teri.smithosu@gmail.com
231.329.4040

A sincere welcome to all of these women! Be sure you include their information in your yearbook.
Introducing new member Judi Delis . . .
A native of Grosse Pointe, Michigan, Judi moved to this side of the state in 1962 and now resides in
Norton Shores with her husband, Mike. They are the parents of five children, grandparents of fourteen, and
great-grandparents of three, and of course, one of their greatest joys is spending time with their grands and
great-grands. Judi also has a heart for senior citizens and works with them at Seminole Shores Assisted
Living Center.
She is a homemaker and enjoys decorating, gardening, shopping and photography in her spare
time. She is also an active member of WDCC, Senior Marketing, and Lakeshore Ladies Luncheon.
Welcome Judi!

Our sincere sympathy is extended to member Helen Alberts on
the sudden death of her beloved
husband on April 6.
May Office Hours You will be able to
access the club during the following times:
May

3 11AM-2PM
4 7-8:30 PM
17 12N-1PM

Philanthropy
Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf
Third Quarter—The ARC of Muskegon

The Nominating Committee requests that everyone
attending the luncheon dress for spring, including a spring
hat and purse, and that you come prepared for fun.
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In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
1965

A glimpse back at the Club of 1965 reveals business as usual with a few noteworthy exceptions. Its
departments, Civics, Home, Literature and Drama, Music and Art, as well as many committees carried on
much of the work. Popular fundraisers, **Friday bridge parties, rummage sales, style shows, bus trips, and
the New York Theater trips reflected the culture and interests of the 1960’s. (**Isn’t it delightful to see this
long-standing club tradition being revived today by Paula and Pam?) The perennially popular Parliamentary
Law Class begun in 1904 was still meeting every October offering valuable lessons to many women in the
community.
The annual White Breakfast also offered both the club and the community a meaningful celebration
with its memorial, special music, and Lenten program, which in 1965 was ‘Crosses’. A long-standing
tradition became part of the White Breakfast when member and past president, Louise (Neumeister) Randall
provided flowers for the breakfast in honor of her mother, Julia Neumeister also a past president of the Club.
For many years, Mrs. Randall honored her mother in this way at the annual Past Presidents Luncheon.
The Cottage with its current renter, Dr. James Jackson, remained a reliable source of income for the
Club, but by then was in need of repair. With two new medical buildings available, Dr. Jackson was
considering re-locating his practice, so the board decided to refurbish the building with new flooring,
interior painting, and enclosing the front porch providing additional office space at a cost of $1543.32. Not
only did Dr. Jackson graciously advance rent payments to help defray the immediate cost, but also agreed to
repaint the exterior at his own expense. Surely, there are some like me who remember the little blue cottage
with white shutters!
Highlights of the year included a memorable luncheon style-show of lovely spring hats sponsored by
Hardy Herpolsheimers. After a short presentation by Margo Hilliard, the hats were available for purchase with
$1.00 of each sale donated to the Club netting $23.00. In November of that year, the Club hosted a very
special visitor to the city, Mrs. Marguerite Chapman, daughter of clubhouse donor, Mrs. Francis (Minnie)
Smith.
1965 was not without its problems, however, as property taxes were raised significantly. A committee was appointed to investigate the matter only to find that property tax reports had not been filed since
1961 incurring an automatic 10% increase. A costly mistake, to be sure.
The Juniors were also having difficulties as attendance and membership were steadily declining.
After much discussion, the suggestion was made that the Juniors become a department of the Club. What
many do not realize is that the Juniors were an independent organization known as Greater Muskegon Junior
Woman’s Club, and were members of the Michigan State Federation of Junior Women’s Clubs.
Lastly, in 1965, the 443 members of GMWC adopted the red rose as the club flower.

Miss Manners’ Guide to Excruciatingly Correct Behavior by Judith Martin
On Correcting Others
It would be futile for Miss Manners to pretend to know nothing of the wicked joy of correcting others.
There is that pleasant bubble in the throat, a suppressed giggle at another person’s ignorance; that flush
of generosity accompanying the resole to set the poor soul straight; that fever of human kindness when on
proclaims, for the benefit of others, one’s superior knowledge. Isn’t that, after all, the great reward of the trade
that Miss Manners practices? Can Miss Manners, whose vocation, whose calling, is correcting people for their
own good, condemn the practice?
Certainly.
Miss Manners corrects only u0n request. Then she does it from a distance, with no names attached, and
no personal relationship between the corrector and correctee. When Miss Manners observes people behaving
rudely, she never steps in to correct their behavior. She behaves politely to them, and then goes home and
snickers about them afterward.
What is unacceptable is to criticize things a person cannot easily remedy or may not want to. People
who you think are too fat either disagree about what too fat is, are trying to do something about it, or are not
trying to do something about it. In no case is it helpful for them to know that other people consider them too fat.
Miss Manners may be occasionally mistaken in her belief that most people are trying to do well on their
own, but she leads a happier life for believing it.
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our next Dine Out is Tuesday, May 23 at 5:30 PM at JW’s in Grand Haven, followed
by a Chocolate Class at Grimaldi’s. Contact Nancy if you’d like to join us. Limited spots are
available for the class. Class is 7-8:30. Cost is $25 including take-home chocolate! Bring
your own wine if you’d like.
The Spring Glass Class with Jilly was enjoyed by all and lovely treasures were made.
The finished pieces will be distributed at our April Dine Out on Monday the 24th at the
Hearthstone. We will plan a fall glass class due to popular demand. That’s a great time to
create a treasured holiday gift for someone. We will also be having a fall painting party to
create a fall scene.
If you’re interested in creating something from clay, please contact Nancy and I will
put together a class at Art Cats with Louise Hopson. I just finished my first class and made
the cutest fairy house! You bring ideas and Louise will help you make it—from a slab or
from a blob of clay. Great fun. This can be during the summer or also in the fall.

February Bunco

Paula Martin

The Bunco Party was so much fun!!! On Wed. afternoon, Feb. 22, 11 GMWC members gathered
for a wonderful afternoon in the tea room. We had three tables of bunco. Bunco is a fun dice
game with lots of mixing around. No previous experience necessary. There were lots of snacks,
laughing, good conversation and even prizes. Those attending were Ruth Lofton, Nancy
Bierenga, Suzanne Hayes, Dorothy Brink, Barbara Scott, Carolyn Bowen, Jean Pataky, Gavonnie
Williams, Sharon Beck, Pam Caris, and Paula Martin. Many thanks to Pam and Sharon for
helping to put this on. We hope to do it again soon.
[Note: This was inadvertently omitted from the April newsletter and is printed now with apology to
Paula who did send it before last month’s deadline.]

Arts and Entertainment

Connie Bull, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or
not you’ve had time to read the book. Meeting places will be determined each month,
but will usually be at the club. You may bring a snack to share if you’d like, we’d
rather have you there without a snack than have you not there!
In April we discussed The Miniaturist. It was difficult to understand and to follow the story
line. This book is not recommended by the group.

Next meeting: Thursday, May 4 The Invisible Thread by Laura Schroff
June 1: The First Phone Call From Heaven by Mitch Albom
July 6: The Nightengale by Kristen Hannah
August 3: The Zookeeper’s Wife by Diane Ackerman

Future meetings: Meetings will be monthly on the first Thursday. Hope you can
join us.
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A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

May Birthdays
24 Dolores Brondyke
Bob Scolnik
25 Zaneta Adams
28 Teri Smith
29 Dorothy Brink

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:
•
•
•
•
•

Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

•

•

•

Reminder to members:
RSVPs for lunches and teas are always due the Friday
prior. Since we usually have a caterer for the luncheons,
that date is very firm. Include guests in your RSVP.
If you reserve but are unable to attend, you must let
your caller or Karen know by Tuesday morning so we
can contact the caterer. If not, you will be charged $12
because the club has to pay the caterer for all ordered.
If you are not receiving your luncheon invitation via
email, please check your Spam or Junk mailbox. If it
isn’t there, contact Karin Carlson. If it is there, mark it
as “Not Junk” (left mouse click on the email address to
get this option) and “Always trust”
shymunchie1@gmail.com

