March, 2017

The President’s Pen

President, Laurel Sass

and Happy-Spring-Like-Weather!!
I think the Groundhog has lied. The weather we have been
experiencing is very delightful and much-appreciated! I hope you are enjoying
it as much as I am. I tend to lock my kids out of the house to play!
March is so busy at our beautiful club! Thank you to everyone who is
helping out at Green Eggs & Ham, Women of Accomplishment, and our club
luncheon this month! It is you who helps to keep these events alive! And, the
more member involvement helps keep this club strong. Why not volunteer at
one of these fun activities!
Junk to Jewels, hosted by Sharon Beck and Dianne Buck, is coming up
quickly as well! The ladies are looking for gently used items to sell! Do some
spring cleaning and drop items off to the club! The event runs April 28-29. The
cocktail party, and first “look” will be held Wednesday, April 26, in the
evening. Contact Sharon or Dianne for more information!
March is reading month! Our speaker for the luncheon will be Laura
Chaffee of Read Early, Read Often. Big Brothers Big Sisters will be our
philanthropy. This is their last month of philanthropy; thank you to all who
have donated items and money to their cause. Up next will be The Arc of
Muskegon.
I hope everyone has a great March! Get out and enjoy this unexpected
nice weather!
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2016/2017 Board of Directors
Club Calendar
March
1
Club luncheon
2 Book Talk
9 Green Eggs and Ham Set-Up
11 Green Eggs and Ham Breakfast
15 BOD Meeting
19 Newsletter/Website Articles Due
24 WOA Set-Up
25 Women of Accomplishment
April
5 Club luncheon
6 Book Talk
19 BOD Meeting
21 Newsletter/Website Articles Due
28-29 Junk to Jewels Rummage Sale

12N
7PM
TBA
10AM
12N
5PM
TBA
9AM
12N
7PM
12N
5PM
9-3

Laurel Sass, President
Barbara Scott, President-Elect
Gavonnie Williams, Vice President
Paula Martin, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Katherine Gietzen, Corresponding Secretary
Pam Caris, Member at Large
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair
Sarah Sass, Communications Chair
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair
Carolyn Bowen, Parliamentarian
Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair
Melissa Slorf, Immediate Past President
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Dolores Brondyke, Chair
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Getting to Know You
Introducing new member, Kendra Terrell, who joined our Club this past October at the
invitations of Laurel and Sarah Sass. Kendra was raised in Muskegon and graduated from
Muskegon Catholic Central where she earned a basketball scholarship. She then attended Central
Michigan University on scholarship where she received her Bachelor’s Degree. She continues her
involvement in basketball today by using her knowledge and skills to help local coaches whenever
needed.
When Kendra began her career in insurance in 2012, she discovered her life’s passion and
realized that this is what she was meant to do. And so earlier this year, she stated her own
business and opened an insurance agency with Farm Bureau Insurance Company. She finds it deeply
satisfying to be there for people on their worst possible days to help them begin rebuilding their
lives.
As the parents of three boys, she and husband, John, are kept busy with all of their sons’
activities.
Kendra is an amazing young woman whom you will enjoy getting to know, so please make
it a point to seek her out and introduce yourself. She is looking forward to being a member of the
Club.

Congratulations to Member
Hannah Rogers on her
engagement to Luke Olechnowciz
(Lindy’s son). They will be getting
married on October 17 here at the club!
March Office Hours You will be able to
access the club during the following times:
March

1
2
11
15

11AM-3PM
7-8:30 PM
9AM-1PM
12-2PM

Philanthropy
Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf
The organization we are supporting
for this quarter is Big Brothers/Big Sisters.
The items they request are: Hygiene
Products, Sports Equipment, School
Supplies, Books ages 5-18, Hats, Mittens,
Scarves, Socks ages 5-18, Basic Office
Supplies, Printer Paper, White Cardstock
Paper, Cleaning Products
Third Quarter—The ARC of Muskegon

Volume IX, Issue 3

GMWC

Page 3
In Days Gone By

Karin Carlson, Historian
~ 1963 ~

In the second year of the newly organized Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, club life seemed to be
running smoothly. The second annual White Breakfast held at First Congregational Church drew a record
attendance of 250 members and guests and again included a moving memorial to those
who had passed away in the past year.
Another popular event held in April of that year was the “Career Woman of the
Year” Fashion Show with members modeling the latest fashions from Hardy
Herpolsheimers, a popular department store in downtown Muskegon. There had been a
long, rich history between the Club and Hardy’s dating back to 1902 (the year the
clubhouse was built) when the store was known as William D. Hardy Department Store.
That was also the year that the State Federation was to be held in the new clubhouse, and
the President’s Chair, donated by Mrs. Crosby, was to be used for the first time by the
State Federation president. Things did not go as planned, however, as the clubhouse was
not yet finished when the delegates convened here in October of that year, so Mr. Hardy
graciously offered to display the President’s Chair in his department store window for all
to see and admire. Now, 115 years later this magnificent chair still graces the stage of our clubhouse – a
miracle in itself since the board was considering donating the chair to the County Museum in 1963.
As was the custom then, departments of the Club were responsible for planning programs for all
of the General Membership meetings. That year, however, the very active Civics Department asked to be
relieved of that responsibility in order to become a “working department”. In lieu of planning programs,
the department volunteered their time to assist the County Museum in cataloguing the newly acquired
Dan Yates history collection.
As always, repairs were needed on the aging clubhouse and grounds, particularly the grounds as
the sidewalk on Second Street was broken, uneven, and badly in need of repair presenting a serious safety
hazard. Additionally, the terrace was unkempt and difficult to mow and maintain because of the parking
meters located there. To remedy this problem, the Permanent Planning Committee negotiated with the
city to repair the sidewalk and pave the terrace at a cost of $250, which was paid for from the Club’s
Capital Fund. The Board also voted to remove the outside basement entrance to the clubhouse at the
advice of the city fire marshal.
As yet a vital part of club life, the Juniors had another busy productive year of meetings, teas,
speakers, and fundraisers including their annual fashion show themed “Safari into Fashion” held at the
Black Angus Restaurant. They also requested board permission to sponsor a major fundraiser to benefit
the new Muskegon Community College library – more about this in later columns.
Lastly, 1963 marked the beginning of a beautiful tradition now lost in the mists of time. When
the Board voted to purchase a “President’s Pin”, the sitting president, Mrs. Damm graciously offered to
purchase the pin for the Club and became the first president to not only pass the gavel but also the
President’s Pin to her successor, Mrs. A Thomas Jones, a tradition that continued for years and then
passed into obscurity.

Miss Manners’ Guide to Excruciatingly Correct Behavior by Judith Martin
[Excerpts will be posted as room allows]

Some Thoughts on the Impulse Rude and the Mannerly Way of Life

“Assertiveness,” “Looking out for number one,” and other systems for the dissemination of rudeness are
abhorrent to Miss Manners. That people should spend hours studying vile books and then disciplining themselves so as
best to add to the general unpleasantness in the world is shocking.
Why, they could be spending that time learning to behave like Miss Manners.
Miss Manners is unfailingly polite. When Miss Manners is treated badly, she responds courteously. This is known
as Not Stooping, or Shaming Them, or Setting a Good Example. It generally works. In any case, Miss Manners believes
that two wrongs make a Blight.
Miss Manners also believes that, if one always does the right thing, one does not have to read nasty little books
about how to deal with guilt. One never has any.
Nevertheless—and this is the interesting part—Miss Manners does not suffer from the indignities that
“assertiveness” asserts it can correct. No one ever takes advantage of Miss Manners without her consent. (What
happens when she consents is also interesting, but another story we will explore next month.)
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our next Dine Out is Monday, March 20 at Kazumi (Harvey by the mall) at 6:00 PM.
Contact me by noon (by email or phone) on the 20th if you’d like to join us.
We’re planning a spring glass class with Jilly on Thursday, April 13. A salad supper will
precede the class at 5:30PM. Bring a salad to share if you can or plan to pay $5. RSVP to me
by 5PM on the 12th.
I’m still working on an oil painting class, but have no details at this point.
Someone asked me recently for my recipe for Chai Tea—here it is for your enjoyment
Hot or Cold Chai Tea (serves 4)
2 C Water
4 black tea bags
1/4 C honey
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp cloves
1/4 tsp. ginger
Pinch of nutmeg
2 C. milk
Boil water. Add tea bags, honey, and vanilla. Stir in spices. Reduce heat and simmer for about
5 minutes. Add milk and return to near boil. If serving cold, don’t heat after milk is added.

Arts and Entertainment

Connie Bull, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether
or not you’ve had time to read the book. Meeting places will be determined each
month, but will usually be at the club. You may bring a snack to share if you’d like,
we’d rather have you there without a snack than have you not there!
Next meeting: Thursday, March 2
Our book this month is The Miniaturist by Jessie Burton’ Amazon had this to say
about the book: Set in seventeenth century Amsterdam—a city ruled by glittering wealth and oppressive religion—a masterful debut steeped in atmosphere and shimmering with mystery, in the
tradition of Emma Donoghue, Sarah Waters, and Sarah Dunant.
”There is nothing hidden that will not be revealed . . .“

On a brisk autumn day in 1686, eighteen-year-old Nella Oortman arrives in Amsterdam to begin a
new life as the wife of illustrious merchant trader Johannes Brandt. But her new home, while splendorous, is not welcoming. Johannes is kind yet distant, always locked in his study or at his warehouse office—leaving Nella alone with his sister, the sharp-tongued and forbidding Marin.
But Nella’s world changes when Johannes presents her with an extraordinary wedding gift: a cabinet-sized replica of their home. To furnish her gift, Nella engages the services of a miniaturist—an elusive and enigmatic artist
whose tiny creations mirror their real-life counterparts in eerie and unexpected ways . . .
Johannes’ gift helps Nella to pierce the closed world of the Brandt household. But as she uncovers its unusual
secrets, she begins to understand—and fear—the escalating dangers that await them all. In this repressively
pious society where gold is worshipped second only to God, to be different is a threat to the moral fabric of society, and not even a man as rich as Johannes is safe. Only one person seems to see the fate that awaits them. Is the
miniaturist the key to their salvation . . . or the architect of their destruction?
Enchanting, beautiful, and exquisitely suspenseful, The Miniaturist is a magnificent story of love and obsession,
betrayal and retribution, appearance and truth

Future meetings: Meetings will be monthly on the first Thursday. Hope you can join us.
Thursday, April 6

The Luminaries, by Eleanor Catton

We will be choosing future books, so please come prepared with suggestions.
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WOMEN OF ACCOMPLISHMENT
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The Women of Accomplishment Committee is pleased
to announce our 2017 Honorees. This year we will acknowledge
the work and commitment of one of our members, Shirley
Green, a nominee of the Boys & Girls Club of the Muskegon
Lakeshore, Jenny Hart Locke, and Patricia Pickens who has
worked tirelessly in Muskegon Public Schools and in the Muskegon
Heights area for many years in a variety of roles.

We hope that you will be able to join us as we honor these women for their work in making
our community a better place to live, work, and play! Please use the form you received in the
mail or get one from one of the committee members at the lunch on March 1. The RSVP
deadline is March 18.
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A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

March Birthdays
19
24
25
27

Rosalie Mancier
Bonnie Kellogg
Sandy Wellington
Lindy Olechnowicz
Kathy Leiter

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarships

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

President Laurel Sass appointed Barbara Scott,
Diane Buck, and Sandy Wellington to review and revise the
GMWC Bylaws. The recommended changes to the bylaws
were presented at the February Board of Directors meeting.
After review and further editing the Board approved the
revised document.
Attached to the newsletter email is the revised bylaws and a document describing the changes. Please read
over the bylaws and note the changes made. (The original
Bylaws are posted on the GMWC website for comparison).
The revised bylaws will be presented at the April meeting
for discussion and a vote to approve. These documents will
be available at the March luncheon if you don’t get email.

