
 

  Season's greetings! 
Itõs the most wonderful time of the year! And truly, it really is, with the holidays and the 
fun and unique events the GMWC club has hosted in the past few weeks! 
 Gingerbread house building was another big success again this year. All three 
sessions were near capacity. Way to go, Nancy Bierenga and her team! The Holiday   
Artisan Market was also a success! I stopped in there with my children and left with 
bags of handmade goodies and hardly any money left! Great job, Karin Carlson and 
team!  
 We had a lovely November luncheon put on by Activities chair Sharon Beck. The 
food was catered by Dave's Kountry Katering. Our guest speaker was Kyleen Gee,      
Executive Director of the Child Abuse Council. Kyleen gave us a brief overview of what 
the Council does for Muskegon County and, more specifically, their annual Holiday  
Dazzle fashion show, which was held in mid-November. It was nice to see a group of  
ladies from the GMWC in attendance at the fashion show! Its important to support 
other organizations in our community.  
 Our next group for our Philanthropy program is Big Brothers Big Sisters of the      
Lakeshore. I met with Executive Director Lisa Hegenbart recently. Lisa is great and 
very enthusiastic about her role at BBBS. She will be speaking at our February luncheon. 
For more information, please visit their website at www.bbbslakeshore.org. 
 With 2016 coming to a close, we reflect on the past year. My favorite moment 
being  going down to the basement of the clubhouse! First time for me! What a place! 
The past year has been a whirlwind for me! But I'm not done yet! See you soon!   

  

Laurel 
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2016/2017 Board of Directors 
Laurel Sass, President 

Barbara Scott, President-Elect 
Gavonnie Williams, Vice President 

Paula Martin, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Katherine Gietzen, Corresponding Secretary 
Pam Caris, Member at Large 
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair 

Sarah Sass, Communications Chair 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 
Carolyn Bowen, Parliamentarian 

Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair 
Melissa Slorf, Immediate Past President 

The Presidentõs Pen                                               President, Laurel Sass 

December  
5 Holiday Evening by Candlelight 7PM 
6 Book Talk 7PM 
7 Membership Tea 1PM 
21 BOD Meeting 12N 
23 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
January  
3 Book Talk 7PM 
4 Winter break no club meeting 
 Club Pride Day                             9AM-12N 
 Date to be announced 
 Dance the Night Away 
 Date to be announced 
18 BOD Meeting 12N 
20 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 

http://www.bbbslakeshore.org/
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE                    Dolores Brondyke, Chair 

Philanthropy                  Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf            

December Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
 
December  4   4-6:30 PM   
   6 7-8:30 PM 
   7 11AM-2PM  
   21 12N-2PM  

 The organization we are supporting for the next quarter is Big Brothers/Big Sisters.   

  

The items they request are: Hygiene Products, Sports Equipment, School Supplies, Books ages 
5-18, Hats, Mittens, Scarves, Socks ages 5-18, Basic Office Supplies, Printer Paper, White 
Cardstock Paper, Cleaning Products  
 
Third QuarterñThe ARC of Muskegon 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU                       Karin Carlson 
 Will return in January  

Welcome to new member Kendra Terrell! Her contact information is Phone: 231.343.5096 or email  

 

 

Kendraõs address is 2951 Madison St., Norton Shores, 49444 

Please be sure to introduce yourself to Kendra and also add her information to your Yearbook. 

kterrell@fbinsmi.com 

Dear Members and Friends, 
Thank you seems such an inadequate word to convey how much your flowers, cards, calls and concern 
meant to me. Three surgeries in the space of 2 months called on all my personal resources. It was your 
support that helped me through it. Thank you. Thank you. Things are going well now and I hope to see 
you at the next meeting.             Dolores Brondyke 

mailto:kterrell@binsmi.com
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In Days Gone By            Karin Carlson, Historian 
Will return in January. 
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LIFESTYLES                     Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Our next Dine Out is Monday, Dec. 12. We will meet at The Lake House at 
6:00 PM. Contact Nancy by noon on the 12th if youõd like to join us. As is our 
custom, this will be our Holiday gift exchange. Please bring a wrapped gift     
valued between $10 and $15 to trade. 

  

 The women who made glass pieces with Jilly were thrilled with the      
results. Sadly we didnõt get a picture except for my nightlight (that I just 
took           )! There were several requests for another class in the spring, so,    
depending on Jillyõs schedule, we will try to put one on the calendar and let you 
know. 

Arts and Entertainment                        Connie Bull, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if youõre interested in that book, whether or 
not youõve had time to read the book. All meetings are at the club in the tearoom unless 

otherwise announced. You may bring a snack to share if youõd like, weõd rather have you there 
without a snack than have you not there! At the Dec. meeting we will also be discussing 
whether to hold the meetings at homes instead of at the club and whether to change to a more 
popular meeting day. 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, December 6 The Christmas Angel by Jane Maas 

  A charming, heart-warming Christmas tale about the power of family,           
tradition, and love.  

 In 1875, Owen Thomas, a poor Welsh coal miner, falls in love with a beautiful 
London actress, Jessica Lavery. He builds her a cottage in his village, and enchants her 
with the promise of the holidays they'll share after they marry. According to his special 
Thomas family tradition, the Christmas tree must always be outside, where it can look 
up to God. Owen carves her an angel to go on top of their tree, with lavender eyes like hers, a token 
more meaningful to her than any engagement ring. When Jessica breaks off their romance, Owen,   
broken-hearted, wraps the angel in his mother's shawl and brings her to America. There, she looks 
down over five generations, witnessing peace and war, triumphs and tragedies, reminding all who see 
her that Christmas is the time when families and sweethearts can come together, laughter and goodwill 
can lighten even the heaviest burden, and magic fills the earth. This is a story of faith and love. And of 
the miracle that brought the angel home again. 
   

Future meetings: dates are tentative pending the decision at the Dec. meeting.  
Tuesday, January 3rd                      The Christmas Train, by David Baldacci 
Tuesday, February 7th                    The Girl Waits with Gun, by Amy Stewart 
Tuesday, March 7th                         The Miniaturist, by Jesse Burton 
Tuesday, April 4th                           The Luminaries, by Eleanor Catton 
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 We still have some seats available for Evening by Candlelight.   
 By popular demand, and thanks to underwriting by Platinum Builders, we will be offering 
hot and cold hors dõoevres as well as the dessert and hot chocolate/coffee buffet at the same $15 
price. Contact Nancy Bierenga for reservations. 

 Thank you to everyone who volunteered for the 
2016 Build! The committee was: Barbara Scott, Pam Caris, 
Karen Andrie, Dorothy Brink, Nancy Bierenga, and Sandy      
Wellington. Other members who volunteered were Laura 
Martin, Paula Martin, Kay Meyers (and Kayõs daughter), 
Ann Caris, Helen Alberts, Deb Roest, and Pam Harris. 
 We sold 177 houses (180 last year) and brought in 
(before expenses) about $2,875 ($2,500 last year). In all we 
had over 315 people visiting the club over the weekend! 

Gingerbread House Wrap-Up 


