
 

 Greetings everyone! 
 Happy Fall! But, as I write this month’s President’s letter, it continues to be warm and 
muggy outside! Hopefully that means a mild winter. One can only hope (**sigh**). 
We had a great, welcoming-back-from-summer tea on September 7. The Board provided delicious 
goodies for everyone to eat and enjoy. Carla Flanders from the Muskegon Lakeshore Chamber 
greeted us with exciting happenings in our beautiful town. Another guest speaker, Bill Bailey from 
the Winter Sports Complex, filled us in on the complex’s annual Oktoberfest. 
 The Board has been working hard on making a few changes. An announcement was made at 
the September tea that we have been making changes to our Rentals. We feel this is a great step   
forward for our Club and for the community as well! Watermark 920 Banquet & Conference Center 
has made a proposal to take over the Rentals of the club since, in a sense, it is a full-time job and    
includes many responsibilities. We will keep you posted on this proposal. 
 A new committee has been formed for our Club Pride Days. The group of ladies have already 
been hard at work, assessing what needs to be done. Thank you, ladies, for volunteering for this com-
mittee. If anyone else would like to volunteer for Club Pride Days, please contact Gavonnie Williams. 
 Don’t forget the important dates of our annual events! Gingerbread, November 18-20;    
Holiday Artisan Market, November 26; Evening by Candlelight, December 5; Green Eggs & Ham, 
March 11, 2017; Women of Accomplishment, March 25, 2017; Junk to Jewels, April 20-30, 2016. If 
you would like to volunteer for any of these events, please contact each chairperson in charge which 
you will find listed in the new yearbook. 
 I want to take this opportunity to congratulate one of our newest members, Zaneta Adams! 
Zaneta is a 2016 ATHENA Young Professional Nominee. The Lakeshore Athena Award is presented 
annually to recognize individuals who demonstrate excellence, creativity, and initiative in their    
business or profession. Also, congratulations to member Rebecca Andrie on her recent engagement! 
Mom, Karen Andrie, is ecstatic! Ask Karen about the couple’s sweet story! 

 Until our October luncheon, I hope your autumn season is filled with pumpkin spice, apple 
cider and crisp weather!      

Laurel 
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2016/2017 Board of Directors 
Laurel Sass, President 

Barbara Scott, President-Elect 
Gavonnie Williams, Vice President 

Paula Martin, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Katherine Gietzen, Corresponding Secretary 
Pam Caris, Member at Large 
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair 

Sarah Sass, Communications Chair 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 
Carolyn Bowen, Parliamentarian 

Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair 
Melissa Slorf, Immediate Past President 

The President’s Pen                                          President, Laurel Sass 

October 
4 Book Club 7PM 
5 Club Luncheon 1PM 
19 BOD Meeting 12N 
21 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
 

November 
1 Book Club 7PM 
2 Club Luncheon 
17 BOD Meeting 12N 
19-21 Gingerbread (see flyer page 5) 
26 Holiday Artisan Market (flyer p 5) 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE                    Dolores Brondyke, Chair 

Philanthropy                  Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf            

October Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
October  4   7-8:30 PM   
   5 11AM-2PM  
   21 12N-2PM  

 The organization we are supporting for the first quarter is Mission for Area People.  
An email went out last week describing the organization. For those who do not have email  
addresses on file, here’s a brief description. MAP is a faith-based organization providing    
Muskegon County residents with resources to meet basic needs, promote self-sufficiency, and 
improve quality of life. 
 The specific needs for MAP (if you’d prefer to bring an item rather than money) are 
Hygiene Products, Teen Christmas Gifts for 15-18yr olds (Watches, Cologne/perfume, sports 
equipment, jewelry). 

  
 

Second Quarter—Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Lakeshore 
Third Quarter—The ARC of Muskegon 

 To new member Zaneta Adams who has been nominated for the 2016  
Athena Young Professional award! 
 To Rebecca Andrie who was recently engaged! 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU                        Karin Carlson 
Meet our new president, Laurel Sass . . . 
 Laurel is a Muskegon native, born and raised in Norton Shores along with her sister, Gina, and her 
brothers, Kirk and Scott. She is the daughter of member, Carolyn Bowen. Laurel and her husband, Pete, 
moved into their new home last year and are now raising their children, 5-year old Isaac, and 3-year old 
Kate in Norton Shores. 
 After graduation from Mona Shores High School and attending Muskegon Community College,    
Laurel decided to begin working full time, and as many of you know, is now the General Manager of          
Watermark 920. 
 Aside from being a full time working mother, Laurel’s volunteer efforts leave one breathless. In      
addition to serving as President of Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, she also serves on the Advisory 
Council of Kid’s Food Basket and Lakeshore Museum Center Lumber Baron’s Ball Committee. She is also a 
member of Lakeshore Chamber of Commerce and volunteers for many local activities including Bike Time, 
Party in Your Parka, Parties in the Park, Downtown Muskegon Dog Park, Pound Buddies, the Winter 
Sports Complex, the United Way Annual Campaign, and Muskegon First Fridays. 
 Is it any wonder that this amazing young woman is a Recipient of the 2015 Muskegon Lakeshore 
Area Chamber of Commerce Future 15 Emerging Leaders Under 40! 
 In her spare time, she enjoys family outings, hosting parties, and she loves walking with her fit-bit. 

HELP NEEDED 
Volunteers needed for Holiday Artisan Market - November 25 (set-up) or November 26 (at the 
event or for clean-up after 3PM). 
 
We also need more vendors for the event. If you know someone who makes crafts to sell, 
please contact Karin Carlson 788.3050 or karinc@1146@yahoo.com. 

mailto:karinc@1146@yahoo.com


 
Page 3 

G
M

W
C

 
V

o
lu

m
e

 V
II

I,
 I

s
s

u
e

 1
0

 

In Days Gone By            Karin Carlson, Historian 
 Archiving 126 years of club records yields such wonderful treasures that they 
really must be shared. In the annual reports of 1906-1907, the Social Committee chair, 
Alice Patterson, summarized their work in another delightful poem – enjoy! 
 

To the Officers and Members of the Woman’s Club: 
Your committee on the social end, 
Must needs bid its adieu. 
And at this closing session will 
Present a figures few. 
Our object is to let you know  
That while we’ve helped a heap 
To liven up the social hour, 
The cost’s been pretty cheap. 
 

October sixth in naughty six 
We entertained the teachers, 
And with them came a goodly crowd 
Of guests including preachers. 
 

The last day of the month, that’s next 
Our president was hostess.      
And of the viands she supplied, 
The children ate the mostest. 
They had their right; it was their day, 
And long will we remember, 
We all enjoyed the time thus spent, 
Although ‘twas chill November. 
 

December seven all to ourselves, 
With programs entertaining, 
We had a day not soon forgot, 
Even though the year was waning. 
The flowers were there; cake, cream, and tea, 
And others in profusion. 
The cost was small without confusion. 
 

Next came the first month of the year, 
Norwegian Day came with it. 
And costumes and addresses too 
Enlivened every minute. 
The menu while not very great, 
Helped much to keep alive 
The interest in the meeting. 
And it cost but three forty-five. 
 

The short month brought us Donor’s Day 
And Douglas Malloch too. 
The board were hosts and charming ones, 
And brought guests not a few.  
The poet of the state’s great pride 
Who has brought Muskegon fame, 
Did much to make the day’s success, 
While we all did the same. 
 

(Due to space constraints, the conclusion of this poem will follow next month) 
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LIFESTYLES                     Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Our next Dine Out is Wednesday, November 9. We will meet at Thrasher’s Bear Lake 
Tavern at 6:00 PM. Contact Nancy by noon on the 9th if you’d like to join us.   
 

 We’re taking at a car trip to Grand Rapids to the Downtown Farmer’s Market on     
October 12, followed by a stop at an orchard in GR. If you’re interested, please contact 
Nancy soon. We will leave the club at 11AM and return about 4PM. 
 

 Upcoming Date:     Glass Class with Jilly will be on Thursday, Oct. 27 at the club. We 
will follow the previous format with a soup and salad supper beginning at 6PM and the 
glass class following. Please RSVP to Nancy   (phone or text              
231-730-0887 or email Nancy@HousesByNancy.com) by    October 26 

to be included. Friends are welcome. You may make a piece 
of jewelry, a trinket dish, or a sun catcher/Christmas     
ornament. This is also a good time to hand-make a    
Christmas or holiday gift! Cost for the class is $25, which 
includes all materials and firing. Dinner is $5. 

Arts and Entertainment                           , chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or 
not you’ve had time to read the book. All meetings are at the club in the tearoom unless other-
wise announced. You may bring a snack to share if you’d like, we’d rather have you there with-
out a snack than have you not there! 
Next meeting:  Tuesday, October 4th                      Six Years, by Harlan Coben 

Six years have passed since Jake Fisher watched Natalie, the love of his life, marry another man. Six 
years of keeping his promise to leave Natalie alone, and six years of tortured dreams of her life with 
her new husband, Todd. So when Jake comes across Todd’s obituary, he can’t keep himself away 
from the funeral. There he gets the glimpse of Todd’s wife he’s hoping for.... 
 

But she is not Natalie. 
 

Soon Jake’s search for the woman who broke his heart puts his very life at risk, as he uncovers the secrets and lies 
that love can hide....  
   

Future meetings:   
Tuesday, November 7th                  All The Light We Cannot See, by Anthony Doerr 
Tuesday, December 6th                   The Christmas Angel, by Jane Maas 
Tuesday, January 3rd                      The Christmas Train, by David Baldacci 
Tuesday, February 7th                    The Girl Waits with Gun, by Amy Stewart 
Tuesday, March 7th                         The Miniaturist, by Jesse Burton 
Tuesday, April 4th                           The Luminaries, by Eleanor Catton 

The Rosie Project—reviewed by Barbara Scott 
The Rosie Project is the story of Don Tillman, a professor of genetics at a university in Australia. 
Don has Ausperger's disease which prevents him from creating meaningful social relationships, 
so when he decides to marry he uses scientific methods to find himself a wife. The result is a 
humorous, insightful, delightful journey to self discovery and love. Members of the book club 
thoroughly enjoyed reading the book and would recommend it to anyone who wants a fun uplifting 

read. 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

2 Shirley Green 
5 Ann Caris 
6 Ruth Hillman 
13 Nancy Kinzinger 
28 Joan Grillo 

Birthdays 

 

Members are reminded that if you shop on line 
using Amazon, that you have an opportunity to 
send a donation to the club with each purchase if  
you begin your shopping at Amazon Smile. 
Choose the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club as 
your charity of choice. 


