
 

Hello GMWC members!  
 Summer has finally arrived and I am having trouble finding the time to write 
my very first Presidents letter! So much going on and so little time! I hope each and 
everyone of you are enjoying the summer sun and all the activities it brings!  
 At our June tea luncheon, we introduced our new 2016/17 board of directors, 
and what a great group of ladies I have gotten to know. I would like to thank each one 
for joining me on this journey and we look forward to introducing fresh ideas to this 
wonderful club!  
 An item that was approved at the June business meeting included adding an 
endowment fund at the Community Foundation. Bob Chapla and Heidi Systema of the 
Foundation gave an informative presentation at the April luncheon. This is a great 
move for our club!  
 In June, we recognized the winner of the Arts Scholarship Award. Alexys Rice 
was chosen among many wonderful applicants for her artwork. At the cake and punch 
reception, held in the tea room, she showcased her artwork and explained to us her 
inspirations. If you know of any youth worthy of this scholarship, keep them in mind 
for next year!  
 With all the activities going on around summer in Muskegon, I hope to see 
many of you in attendance! Our club is in the heart of the Heritage District in    
Downtown Muskegon and we should be out spreading the word of all the good we do 
for the community! Speaking of activities, why not consider getting involved in a few 
of our own events! Get to know your fellow members; we come from all walks of life 
and we each have a story to share! So, what are you waiting for?  

 I will see you at the September Tea!  

Laurel 
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2016/2017 Board of Directors 
Laurel Sass, President 

Barbara Scott, President-Elect 
Gavonnie Williams, Vice President 

Paula Martin, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Katherine Gietzen, Corresponding Secretary 
Pam Caris, Member at Large 
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair 

Sarah Sass, Communications Chair 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 
Carolyn Bowen, Parliamentarian 

Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair 
Melissa Slorf, Immediate Past President 

The President’s Pen                                       President, Laurel Sass 

July 
4 Pearl Mist Cruise guests tour and tea   2-4 
 Summer Break—no club meeting 
20 BOD Meeting 12N 
22 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
27 Book Club 9:30AM 
 
August 
 Summer Break—No club meeting 
17 BOD Meeting 12N 
19 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
31 Book Club 7PM 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Dolores Brondyke, Chair 

Philanthropy                    Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf            

July Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
July   20  12N-2PM   
   27 9:30-10:30AM   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome To Our Newest Member: 
Zaneta Adams Phone: 231.760.6053 
 Cell Phone: 847.212.1098 
 1900 Paul Street 
 zadams@williamhughes.com 
 Birthdate: May 25 
 
Changes: 
Loribeth Clark 
 Address: 3884 Linda St 
 Muskegon 49444 
 loribeth@loribethclark.com 
 
Tatiana Schultz will become Tatiana Machura in August—Congratulations! 
 

No report 

 You should have received a dues statement by now. If you haven’t received one, 
please contact Dolores. 
 Dues must be paid by August 1 to be sure that your information will be included 
in the new Yearbook. 
 July 1 begins the new fiscal year.  
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Days Gone By                                 Karin Carlson 

1961 
 Now that our Sesquicentennial Year has drawn to a close, we will resume 
our chronological history of the club where we previously left off in 1960 with the 
merger of Muskegon Woman’s Club and Muskegon Heights Woman’s Club. 
 With the arduous work of the merger now complete, the work of organizing 
the minutia of the new organization began in earnest. And so it was that the very first 
meeting of Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club was held in the clubhouse on April 26, 
1961 with 131 members in attendance. As soon as the meeting was officially called to 
order, a previously passed Resolution was read to the assembly asserting that       
President Ward of the former MWC would preside, and Secretary Kooiman of the   
former MHWC would transcribe the minutes of this historic meeting for posterity. 
 A Nominating Committee composed of three members from each of the former 
clubs presented a Slate of Candidates followed by nominations from the floor, and an 
election was held with Mrs. Carl Damm becoming the first president of the nascent 
organization. In honor of this special occasion, Mrs. Damm was presented with the 
gavels of the former clubs and then a President’s Pin, the gift of the newly elected 
Board of Directors; and a new tradition came into being. For many years the         
President’s Pin was passed on to each newly installed president until somewhere along 
the way it became lost in the mists of time. Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have this     
historic pin rediscovered and returned to its rightful place in the annals of club        
history? I can only dream of that day! 
 It wasn’t until May 3rd, 1961 that the new Board met for the first time. After 
the treasurer reports of the former clubs were read and accepted, a motion was made 
and carried to combine the balances in a new Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club       
account at Muskegon Savings and Loan. The board also voted to federate the newly 
organized club, but later rescinded that vote. 
 A Special Board Meeting soon followed at which the president of the        
Northwest District Federation extolled the advantages of federation for a very nominal 
cost: 35 cents for the State Federation, 35 cents for the General Federation, and 10 
cents for the North West District for a total of 80 cents per capita. Her words must 
have been taken to heart as the Cub federated in the 1961-1962 club year. 
 Several other decisions were made that day including the allocation of $1500 to 
cover the cost of the year’s programs, to continue the MHWC tradition of hosting a 
White Breakfast each year, and to celebrate Past Presidents Day at the first meeting of the 
1961-1962 club year honoring past presidents of both clubs, and finally to change  
General Club Meetings from Friday afternoons to Wednesday on a trial basis for one 
year, a legacy that we continue to this very day.  

Karin 
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LIFESTYLES                     Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Our next Dine Out is July 25. We will meet at Hobo’s on Whitehall Rd in North    
Muskegon at 6PM. Contact me if you’d like to join us.  

 

 Plans are being made for a bus trip going north on Oct. 1. The plan is to replicate the 
trip we took a couple years ago if all the stops are still in business and open at that time of 
year. We will start with breakfast, go on to Clay Banks Pottery north of  Whitehall, then 
Cherry Point Market, Fox Tail Winery, up to Pentwater for lunch and shopping. In the af-
ternoon we’ll stop at Country Dairy for ice cream, Lewis Farm Market for cheese bread and 
produce, and back to Muskegon. The cost will be about $30 pp and will cover only the bus 
and driver’s tip. Reservations will be available with the bus cost being non-refundable (but 
you can find a substitute if you can’t go). Space will be limited to 40. 

The July 27 book will be The Rosie Project: A Novel 

This international bestselling romantic comedy is “bursting with warmth, emotional 
depth, and…humor,” (Entertainment Weekly) featuring the oddly charming, socially 
challenged genetics professor, Don, as he seeks true love. 
 
The art of love is never a science: Meet Don Tillman, a brilliant yet socially   in-
ept professor of genetics, who’s decided it’s time he found a wife. In the      or-
derly, evidence-based manner with which Don approaches all things, he    de-
signs the Wife Project to find his perfect partner: a sixteen-page, scientifically 
valid survey to filter out the drinkers, the smokers, the late arrivers.  

Arts and Entertainment                           , chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or 
not you’ve had time to read the book. All meetings are at the club in the tearoom 

unless otherwise announced. Evening meeting attendees are asked to bring a snack and/or 
beverage to share. AM meetings, coffeecake and coffee are provided. 
Next meeting:    July 27 9:30-11 AM  
NOTE—Date and time have changed. Alternate months the meetings will be in the morning! 
 

Future meetings:  

High School Scholarship Information 
Congratulations to Alexys Rice who earned this year’s scholarship.  

Note that we need a chair for Arts and Entertainment and an organizer for Book Talk. 
This does not have to be the same person but could be a shared responsibility. 
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Refreshing Dessert Time! 

Melba Meringues (1936 luncheon recipe) 
 

4 egg whites    Ice cream 
1¼ C granulated sugar  Fresh strawberries, quartered 
½  tsp. vanilla   Fresh or canned peaches, sliced 
Beat egg whites until very stiff and dry. Add sugar gradually, beating constantly. Last add 
the vanilla. Shape on cookie sheets in rounds ½ inch thick and about 4 inches in diameter. 
Bake in a slow oven (250°) until firm to the touch. When cool, add one scoop of ice cream in 
the center of each meringue. Then arrange strawberry quarters and thin peach slices. around 
the base of the ice cream. Pour Melba Sauce over all. 
Melba Sauce 
Currant jelly    Raspberry jelly 
Combine equal quantities of both jellies in a saucepan, heat—stirring constantly, until they 
are well-blended and the jelly is melted.   

Pineapple Dessert 
 

1 can crushed pineapple  1¾ C buttermilk 
1 can mandarin oranges  8 oz Cool Whip 
1 6oz pkg orange gelatin 
Heat pineapple in a saucepan. Dissolve gelatin in pineapple. Add mandarin oranges. Cool. Add 
buttermilk. Allow to partially congeal and fold in Cool Whip. Turn into 8X8 dish and chill. 
Cut into squares to serve.  Serves 9 

White Gelatin Dessert 
 

1 envelope unflavored gelatin 2 C. sour cream 
¼ C cold water    1 tsp vanilla 

2/3 C sugar    8 oz. Cool Whip 

1 C boiling water 

Mix gelatin and cold water. Add sugar and boiling water. Stir in sour cream, vanilla, and Cool 

Whip. Mix with hand mixer, then pour into a gelatin ring mold. Refrigerate 6-8 hours, or until 

firm. Unmold and serve with fresh fruit or fruit sauce. 

Circus Peanut Salad 
 

6 oz pkg orange gelatin  Syrup from crushed pineapple 
2 oz boiling water   2 C Whipped topping 
1 pkg marshmallow circus peanuts chopped nuts (optional) 
20 oz can crushed pineapple 
Melt circus peanuts in boiling water. Add gelatin and stir well. Measure the reserved pineap-
ple syrup and add enough cold water to make 2 cups. Add to the peanut and gelatin mixture. 
Chill until mixture reaches soft stage. Add drained pineapple, whipped topping, and chopped 
nuts. Fold together. Pour into glass bowl and chill until set. 
 



 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarships 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

1 Peggy Peckham 
2 Laura Martin 
4 Tammy Hutson 
17 Sally Patton 
 Melissa Slorf 
 Karen Peters 

24 Kay Meyers 
25 Denise Kanaar 
27 Carolyn Bowen 
 Tatiana Schultz 

June BOD Notes and Motions: 
Motions carried: 

  

Birthdays 


