
 

Dear Ladies of the Club,    

 March is here! We are seeing the light at the end of the tunnel! The 
groundhog has said early spring and for once I think he may be right! 
 This month will be a very busy one at the club. We have Women of  
Accomplishment, Dr. Seuss Green Eggs and Ham, and Junk to Jewels         
happening outside of our regular scheduled events for the month. I am so    
excited to be a part of such great things here at The Woman’s Club! Please 
make sure to get your tickets to all of these events. You don’t want to miss it! 
We have a new addition to our WOA program this year. The Boys and Girls 
club will be helping with clean up and serving, as well as The American     
Heritage Girls Troop MI-3456. We are so happy to be able to partner with 
groups like this in our community that invest in our future, our children! 
 I would like to thank all of you who are serving on these committees to 
make these events happen. Especially to Kay Ostrom, Deb Roest and, Diane 
Buck for chairing the committees. We cannot make these amazing events   
happen without leadership and YOU who volunteer your time. Thank you! 
 Our March luncheon will be a time for honoring Women’s History 
Month. We will hear of some of the highlights of our club’s history that has 
impacted our community over the years. Our philanthropy will be The Hope 
Project of Muskegon. This is an organization near and dear to my heart. If you 
are not familiar with it, please check out the article in this newsletter. We will 
hear from Julia Koch who is The Director of Development and Advocacy for 
The Hope Project of Muskegon. 
 I look forward to seeing you all at the clubhouse sometime this month!  
  “Continuing the Legacy”,    

Melissa 
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2015/2016 Board of Directors 
Melissa Slorf, President 

Loribeth Clark, Immediate Past President 
Barbara Scott, Vice President 

Laurel Sass, President-Elect 
Ashley Schnotala, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Katherine Gietzen, Corresp. Secretary 

Sandra Sain, Member at Large 
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair 

Loribeth Clark, Communications Chair 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 
Tatiana Schultz, Parliamentarian 

Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair 

The President’s Pen                                      President, Melissa Slorf 

On March 13! 

March 
2    Club Luncheon Meeting 12N 
5    Women of Accomplishment 9AM 
12    Green Eggs & Ham 10AM 
14-16  Junk to Jewels set up/donations received 
   9-3 
17 Junk to Jewels Presale Party 5:30PM 
16     BOD  12N 
18-19   Junk to Jewels 9-3 
25 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
30 Book Club 9:30AM 
April 
6 Club Luncheon Meeting 12N 
13 Club Pride Day 12 N 
20 BOD   12N 
21 Glass Class with Jilly 6PM 
22 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
25 Book Club 7PM 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Dolores Brondyke, Chair 

Philanthropy                    Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf            

March Office Hours   You will be able to access the club during the following times: 
March 2 10AM-2PM 12 8AM-11AM  16 12N-2PM  
  17 9AM-3PM 18 9AM-3PM  19 9AM-3PM 

Philanthropy donations this year will go to: 
March— The Hope Project 
April—Step Up 
May—Webster House 
June—Every Women’s Place 

Dance the Night Away Report                 Ruth Lofton 

"Dance the Night Away" was a huge success:  we were SOLD OUT!   Special thanks to the most   
wonderful ladies on the committee:  Jeanine Ober, Barbara Scott, and Gavonnie Williams!! The club 
was absolutely beautiful with candlelight 
and the amazing centerpieces.  The     
appetizers were fantastic and the table 
was so elegant.  Several people asked who 
catered the event because it was         
awesome!!!  Special thanks to our         
husbands who were also a great help and 
support:  Tom Ober, Gary Scott, Harold 
Lofton, and Craig Williams.  Also a    
special thank you to Jim Clark who 
helped with the Raffle tickets.  A very big 
thank you to all the members of the club 
who came to this event and showed their 
support. I know that everyone had a 
great time!!   I am grateful to all of you! 

No report this month. Be sure to call Dolores, Barbara Scott, or Karin Carlson if you know someone 
who may be interested in membership. 

 The Hope Project began in 2005 as an outreach program to educate and inform the community 
about the issue of human trafficking.  The more we learned and the more we became aware of the prevalence 
of this issue, we soon asked the question, who takes care of these children? What happens to the young 
women who are removed from prostitution?  What treatment is available to help them overcome this life of 
pain and agony they have suffered?  Lacking any satisfactory answers to these questions, we decided to   
provide an answer. 
 The Hope Project's mission is to raise awareness of human trafficking and to bring restoration and 
healing from its effects.  The Hope Project is in the process of opening a home in West Michigan for girls, 
11 to 18 years old, who have been removed from sex trafficking. The Hope Project will provide residential 
and      non-residential treatment programs.  The programs will utilize a holistic approach to rehabilitation 
by          providing comprehensive services to address the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual aspects of 
recovery. 
 The Hope Project is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, so your donations are tax-deductible. 

Taken from The Hope Project’s website http://www.hopeprojectusa.org/  
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Days Gone By                                       Karin Carlson 
1960 – The Year of Two Presidents 

 Fifty-six years ago Muskegon Woman’s Club was much different than the club we know today. It 
was also the last year of Muskegon Woman’s Club’s existence.  
 The following thumbnail sketches of club life paint a vivid picture of the club in its 70th and final 
year. 

 The average attendance at meetings was 133 members. 

 It was the first year that the Civics and Home departments were combined on a one year trial basis      
resulting in a total of four departments: Civics and Home, Juniors, Literature and Drama, and Music. 

 Clubhouse repairs were made to the eaves, the stairwell, and the chimney, and the windows were scraped 
and repainted. 

 The portrait of Minnie Smith (in the parlor) was cleaned and the frame refinished. Unfortunately, the 
frame was mistakenly refinished much too darkly, so Mr. Yonkers from Hackley Art Gallery offered to redo 
the frame. 

 The New York Theater Train excursions continued in May and November to raise funds for the ongoing 
upkeep of the clubhouse. 

 The always-industrious Juniors raised a total of $173 for Girlstown from their per capita dues of $1.00, and 
also raised $300 from their annual sale of fruitcakes. It was also the last year of their perennially popular   
Crippled Children’s Christmas Party as the decision had been made to change the event to a Spring party, a less 
busy time for the children who were often overwhelmed at Christmastime. 

 It was the 57th year of the Parliamentary Law Class under the guidance of Mrs. Harry Jones. 

 The club continued its support of the State Federation’s Penny Art Fund. Simply by contributing their 
pennies the Federation raised enough funds to build both the Fine Arts Building and the Scholarship Lodge at 
Interlochen Fine Arts Camp. 

 In the same way, the club also supported the Federation’s Nickels for Nurses program raising money for 
nursing scholarships. Several young women nominated by the club locally were recipients of the scholarships. 

 It was also the year of two presidents. When Mrs. Robert Stewart found it necessary to resign from the 
presidency as her husband had been transferred to Europe, the First Vice-President , Mrs. Mildred Radel,  
assumed the chair. 
 
Last, but not least, as promised in last month’s column, merger plans of Muskegon Woman’s Club and Muskegon 
Heights Woman’s Club continued through a lengthy progression of carefully planned stages. 

For a brief time, all merger plans ceased as the members of MHWC were reluctant to proceed due to 
transportation and parking issues. (Keep in mind that in 1960 not everyone had cars, and if they did, 
it was only one car per family. Busses were the popular form of transportation then.) 
Discussion eventually resumed and so it was on April 6, 1960, a Resolution of Merger was read to the 
respective memberships, and a copy of the Resolution was mailed to each member on October 21, 
1960 following the summer recess. 
On November 2, 1960, both clubs voted and passed the Resolution of Merger. The Resolution was 
passed unanimously by the 116 members present at MWC. 
Finally, the following Resolution was passed on November 16, 1960: 
        Whereas the jobs of both clubs are nearly identical, and 
        Whereas combining would greatly increase interest in meetings 
        Resolved that a committee of seven be appointed by both clubs  
       to prepare Bylaws for the new society and to recommend the 
       steps to be taken to effect the merger. 

     Not only was 1960 the year of two presidents, but also the end of an era marking the 70th and final year of 

Muskegon Woman’s Club as well as the 35th and final year of Muskegon Heights Woman’s Club.  

Karin 
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LIFESTYLES                     Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Our next Dine Out is March 14. We’re meeting at The Hearthstone at 5:30 PM. If 
there are any good movies showing, we’ll try that again. You may dine with us and not go 
to the movie, so don’t let that stop you. RSVP to Nancy by noon on the 14th. 
 Wine Divas Uncorked is June 10. Tickets will go on sale on April 11, so I will order 
them that day. The cost for tickets is $38pp, due by April 6. Same limo company at about 
the same price ($50pp), due June 1. Same motel at approximately the same price ($177/
room that sleeps 4) due when you check in.  More details next month. It’s not too early to 
get on the list. Pay non-refundable deposit (transferable) of $38 at March or April     
luncheon. 
 Back by popular demand—Glass Class with member, Jilly Barnes. Make a spring sun 
catcher or a piece of jewelry with your friends. April 21. Call Nancy to get on the list! 

  
 
 
 We are traveling to Holland to visit the Holland Museum (downtown) on Friday, March 11. We 
will meet at 10:00AM and drive. We will visit the museum, go out to lunch, and perhaps do a little 
shopping if time allows. RSVP to Ruth Lofton at 231-747-6853 or haroldandruthannlofton@gmail.com. 
 Keep in mind that this is Michigan, and it is still winter, and if the weather is bad we will cancel.  
 Looking forward to another great time with some GMWC friends.  

Day Trippin’            Ruth Lofton, Chair 

Lucky by Alice Sebold 

In a memoir hailed for its searing candor and wit, Alice Sebold reveals how her life was 

utterly transformed when, as an eighteen-year-old college freshman, she was brutally 

raped and beaten in a park near campus. What propels this chronicle of her recovery is 

Sebold's indomitable spirit-as she struggles for understanding ("After telling the hard facts to 

anyone, from lover to friend, I have changed in their eyes"); as her dazed family and friends sometimes 

bungle their efforts to provide comfort and support; and as, ultimately, she triumphs, managing 

through grit and coincidence to help secure her attacker's arrest and conviction. In a narrative by turns 

disturbing, thrilling, and inspiring, Alice Sebold illuminates the experience of trauma victims even as 

she imparts wisdom profoundly hard-won: "You save yourself or you remain unsaved."   

Arts and Entertainment        Ruth Lofton, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       

Please feel free to join us at any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or 
not you’ve had time to read the book. All meetings are at the club in the tearoom 

unless otherwise announced. Evening meeting attendees are asked to bring a snack and/or 
beverage to share. AM meetings, coffeecake and coffee are provided. 
Next meeting:   March 30 9:30AM Lucky, by Alice Sebold  NOTE—Date and time 
have changed. Alternate months the meetings will be in the morning! 
 

Future meetings: April 26 7PM  Zeroville, by Steve Erickson 
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We hope you’ve made plans to join us at the club for this noteworthy event. It is our 20th year of            
acknowledging the women of Muskegon County who do so much to improve the quality of life for all of us! 
 
The reservation deadline is Feb. 29, so contact Kay Ostrom by then to see if there are seats available. 
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There’s Going to be A Pre-Party! 
Pre-party on Thursday, March17 at 5:30 PM. Dianne will have tickets available at the 
March luncheon. Tickets are $5 each. Snacks and appetizers provided. Bring your own wine 
and join us for some great bargains! 

These items will be sold at Silent Auction at the March luncheon to allow members first right to    
purchase. All items left following the auction will be sold at Junk to Jewels. 
End Table Piano Bench Yellow Stripe Chair 
White Chair Coffee Table Wool Rug (2) 
Hanging Tapestry Brocade Stool (2) Little Round Table 
Dining Fold Down Table (2—one has missing leg) Lamps (3) 
Wood Easles (2) Tall White Pedestal Duncan Phyfe Chairs (10) 
Vase (Chipped)  



 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

7 Maxine Boucher 
24 Bonnie Kellogg 
25 Sandy Wellington 

27 Lindy Olechnowicz 
 Kathy Leiter 
 

January and February BOD Notes and Motions: 

 Motion: Moved by Karin Carlson, seconded by Loribeth Clark, 
and carried: To lend the club’s teapots, teacups, creamer and 
sugar bowls to Lakeshore Museum Center on May 7, 2016 

 Motion: Moved by Ashley Schnotala, seconded by Dolores 
Brondyke, and carried: To submit application form for     
Parties in the Park 

 

Wish List: 
 New flowers for front porch urns 

 Nine foot Christmas tree for stage 

 New flag pole and stand for stage  (Donation received) 

Birthdays 


