
 

Dear Ladies of the Club,  
 As the holidays come to a close, I hope you are all finding time to 
reflect on the year past. I wish you all the best in 2016! 
  The club activities are few this month, but we have an opportunity 
to organize the club and get a head start on spring cleaning. Please join 
us if you can on January 6th at 12 P.M.  for Club Pride Day. We will be 
going through all of our Christmas decorations and putting things we do 
not want in our annual Junk to Jewels sale. 
 Looking forward to 2016, we are preparing for our Women of Ac-
complishment Breakfast in March. I am so thankful for all the hard work 
that these women have put into this endeavor.  We have Green Eggs and 
Ham to look forward to; this is always such a great activity we offer to 
our community. So appreciative to those who make it happen every year. 
Don’t forget Dance the Night Away in February, what a great night of 
fun! 
 If you have not been able to volunteer in the club yet this year 
there are plenty of opportunities in the New Year. It takes us all to run 
the club successfully. Let’s go out of our 125th anniversary year with a 
bang!  
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2015/2016 Board of Directors 
Melissa Slorf, President 

Loribeth Clark, Immediate Past President 
Barbara Scott, Vice President 

Laurel Sass, President-Elect 
Ashley Schnotala, Treasurer 

Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 
Katherine Gietzen, Corresp. Secretary 

Sandra Sain, Member at Large 
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair 

Loribeth Clark, Communications Chair 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair 
Tatiana Schultz, Parliamentarian 

Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair 

 

January 
Winter Break—no general club meeting 
5 Book Talk 7PM 
6 Club Pride Day 12N 
7 Bowl Painting for Soups On 6PM 
21 BOD   12N 
23 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM 
 
February 
2 Book Talk 7PM 
3 Membership Luncheon 12N 
6 Dance the Night Away TBA 
17 BOD   12N 
19 Newsletter Articles Due 5PM  

The President’s Pen                               President, Melissa Slorf 

 2016 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Dolores Brondyke, Chair 

Philanthropy                               Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf             

January Office Hours   You will be able to 
access the club during the following times: 
Jan.  6 7-8PM 
  7 9AM-12N  
  21 12N-2PM 

Getting to Know You 
 Nancy Bierenga has been a member of the GMWC for about 10 years. She is married 
to Robert (43 years), has two married daughters and five granddaughters ranging in age 
from 17 down to 6. The girls and their families live in Grand Rapids. 
 Nancy is a REALTOR® with élan Realty Lakeshore and is just finishing a year as 
President of the West Michigan Lakeshore Association of REALTORS® (Muskegon,        
Ottawa, and the west half of Allegan Counties). She teaches orientation classes for new 
REALTORS® as well as being on the Board of Directors as Immediate Past President. 
 Robert and Nancy belong to the 1st Presbyterian Church on Sherman St. where she is 
an elder.  
 For fun Nancy up-cycles furniture, plays the piano, and travels whenever possible. On 
Tuesdays during the summer you will find her with three young assistants in tow—her   
happiest days! 
 At the club Nancy coordinates the LifeStyles group and edits the newsletter. She and 
her elf helpers also chaired the Gingerbread House event this year. 
 

Please be sure to send the Membership Committee info about you so we can get to know 
more about our members this year. 

Congratulations to  
 Tammy Hutson on her graduation from  Grand Rapids Community College and her new 

job as an Occupational Therapy Assistant at Tendercare in Ludington. 
 
Thoughts and concern to  
 Karin Carlson on the illness of her husband. We hope he makes a complete and quick    

recovery! 

Philanthropy donations this year will go to: 
January—no meeting 
February—Donations for the Roof Replacement Fund 
March— 
April—Step Up 
May—Webster House 
June—Every Women’s Place 
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Days Gone By                             Karin Carlson 
Will return when Karin’s schedule clears up 

Heritage Recipes       brought to you by LifeStyles 

High Tea Lemon Butter Biscuits  
(makes 18). These biscuits (cookies) are considered a staple of high tea. During Christmas these cookies 
would be served at most every event but they would be topped with a lemon glaze to add extra lemony 
zest. 
1 C flour   1 lemon, zest only and finely grated 
2 T cornstarch   1/2 C butter 
1/2 tsp. salt   1/4 C sugar 
1 tsp baking powder  1 egg yolk 

 Preheat oven to 375° and line a baking sheet with parchment paper or silicon sheet. 

 In a medium bowl, whisk together the flour, cornstarch, salt, baking powder, and lemon zest. 

 In a mixer with a paddle attachment, beat the butter, sugar, and egg yolk until pale and creamy. 

 Stir, do not beat, the flour mixture into the butter mixture just until blended. 

 Pinch off walnut-size portions of dough and roll into a ball. 

 Place the cookies on the prepared pan and place into the oven. 

 Bake 15 minutes. 

 Remove from the oven and let the cookies cool on the pan for 5 minutes. 

 Remove the cookies to a wire rack to cool until ready to serve. 

 
 
Stilton Chowder 
This recipe dates back to 1730. It was almost always prepared by the cook and never by an assistant      
because the temperature regulation is very important or the soup won’t be creamy. Stilton cheese is very 
strong in taste, so the other savory ingredients are important to aid in tempering the intensity of the 
cheese. It would be accompanied by rye bread. 
1/2 C butter   1/4 C flour 
1 yellow onion, chopped 3 C chicken stock 
1 carrot, peeled and chopped 2 C milk 
1 stalk celery, chopped  1/2 lb. of Stilton cheese, crumbled 
1 bay leaf   1 tsp. Dijon mustard 

 In a medium saucepan, melt the butter over medium heat. Add the onion, carrot, celery, and bay leaf 
and sauté 5 minutes. 

 Stir in the flour until well combined. 

 Stir in the stock and milk until smooth and thickened. 

 Stir in the cheese and mustard and continue stirring until the cheese has melted and the soup is 
smooth. 

 Bring soup just to the point of a simmer. Do not let it come to a boil. 

 Ladle the soup into bowls and serve. 
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LIFESTYLES                         Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Due to illness, surgery, and last minute plan interruption, there were only 9 of us at the 
Dec. Dine-Out. We had so much fun! Our gift exchange became the center of a lot of atten-
tion and lots of oohs and aahs. Thank you to everyone who participated. The rest of you may 
want to make plans now to join us next year! 
 The next Dine Out will be January 4 at The Boar’s Belly (where they have Buy One Get 
One Burgers on Mondays!) at 6PM. Or come a little earlier to enjoy Happy Hour specials. I’ll 
plan to arrive about 5:30. Please let me know if you can join us so I know how many seats to 
reserve. 

Arts and Entertainment        Ruth Lofton, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       

Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at 
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read 

the book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced. 
Next meeting:   January 5  The Good Girl, by Mary Kubica 
 

Future meetings: February 2  Dark Places, by Gillian Flynn 
   March  1 Lucky, by Alic Sebold 
   April 5  Zeroville, by Steve Erickson 

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check. 
 
              
Name 
 
              
Address          Phone   

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with  proceeds to support the 
annual Fine Arts Scholarship! 

There are no trips planned until after the Dance The Night Away event in early February. 

Day Tripping         Ruth Lofton 
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Gingerbread Event Report           Nancy Bierenga 

 Thanks to an anonymous last-minute donation, this year’s Gingerbread event raised $7,836 
and change! Thanks to our anonymous friend for your help. Even without that donation this was a very 
successful and stress-free year. The same committee has agreed to chair this event next year. If you’d 
like to get in on the fun from the beginning, we’d like to add one or two people to the committee who 
could take increased responsibility the following year, so contact me or Melissa Slorf. 

Around Town 

Here are some fun and exciting upcoming events that you may have time to enjoy... 
The Alley Door Club at the Hilt Building: 
Jan. 8 Vincent Hayes Project and Fetch Brewery (Blues, Funk, & Soul)/beer tasting 
        22 Big Daddy Fox & Friends and Lemon Creek Winery (R&B, Rockin’ Blues/wine tasting) 
The Frauenthal Center for the Performing Arts: 
All Thursdays in Jan. (6-26)  - The January Series from Calvin College 12N - variety of relevant topics 
Jan. 9 Bridal Fair 
 15 Luck of the Irish 
Wasserman’s Flowers and Gifts Design Workshops:  (class fee $35 includes all tools & materials) 
Jan. 30 Fun with Roses  10-11:30AM 

Soup’s On Along the Lakeshore   Our Annual Bowl Painting 
 On Thursday, January 7 we will again have the opportunity to paint soup 
bowls to donate to the Catholic Charities Soup’s On Along the Lakeshore event.  
 A Soup and Salad Supper will be served at a cost of $5 per person (proceeds to 
cover the cost—extra will go to the club). Bowl cost will be $12 per donated bowl. If 
you’d like to make a bowl to bring home, the cost will be $20. 
 Last year we were also asked to volunteer at the event. Those who did (including some 
husbands!) had a great time. If you’re interested, details will come out via email as soon as they 
are available. This year’s event is scheduled for March 2 at 6PM at the Trillium. 

 

           Dianne Buck/Katherine Geitzen, co-chairs 
 

Please see the flyer on page 6 for dates and details. Dianne and Kitty need help from lots of 
club members to make this event successful again this year. Please contact either of them to 
volunteer! 
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Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

1 Eloise Selleck 
5 Char Boertman 
7 Dona David 
14 Sarah Andrie 

Free Membership Drawing  2016-2017 
 One name will be drawn at the April General Club   
meeting for a free 2016-2017 membership. 
Criteria: 

 Must be a member in good standing 

 A member’s name will be included for each activity/fundraiser 
on which she works   
Activity/fundraiser chairs will be responsible for: 

 Including an article in the newsletter thanking the volunteers 
by name 

 Emailing the names to the Membership Committee 
Membership Committee will be responsible for: 

 Maintaining an up-to-date document of names 

 Ensuring that each and every name is included in the drawing 


