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Dear Ladies of the Club,
The Holidays start early here at the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club. The
clubhouse will soon be buzzing with the sounds of children and Christmas music.
Laughter and sticky hands will abound. It is Gingerbread time and it is a tradition that
we have seen carry on in our community. If you have never worked Gingerbread I encourage you to do so. It is such a wonderful sight to see the clubhouse filled with the
people in your community. Last year we had many people tell us that it is a tradition that
their families have done for years to start the holidays. What an honor to be a part of it.
We had a great time volunteering at The Boys and Girls Club in October! It
was so fun to see all the activities and services the club offers. Thank you to all who attended; it was a great start to our new philanthropy vision. I also want to thank you all
who donated money to our collection basket for The Boys and Girls Club. We were able
to give them a check for $285! They were all so grateful and happy to have us be a part
of their club for a day. (Check out our silly face picture on Facebook!) If any of you are
interested in volunteering at The Boys and Girls Club on a regular basis, they would
love to have you! Please give them a call at 231-798-5048. Also, check out Karin Carlson’s thoughts on the day in this newsletter as well!
Last, but certainly not least, please remember our annual baby shower for
Catholic Charities this month at our Member Luncheon. This is always a good time! You
will find a flier attached with a list of items they need. We will also be taking a day this
month to volunteer with gift wrapping for this charity. Please see the information provided in this newsletter. This is a great organization and they help so many families in
our community.
Great things are happening here at the Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club, our
best days are ahead! I encourage you all to become more involved in your club and making it your own in some way. We should all take some ownership of it, whatever it may
be. Find your place. Tell people about the great things that are happening here and,
bring a friend!
“Continuing the Legacy”,

Melissa
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November
4 Membership Luncheon
Baby Shower (page 5)
11 Club Pride Day
18 BOD Meeting
19 Set up Gingerbread
20 Newsletter Articles Due
Gingerbread for Adults
21 Gingerbread (page 6)
22 Gingerbread
27 Artisan Market set up
28 Artisan Market (page 7)
December
1
Book Talk
2 Membership Tea
16 BOD
18 Newsletter Articles Due

2015/2016 Board of Directors

12N
9AM-12N
12N
6PM
5PM
7PM
9:30 & 1
1:30PM
TBA
9-3
7PM
1PM
12N
5P

Melissa Slorf, President
Loribeth Clark, Immediate Past President
Barbara Scott, Vice President
Laurel Sass, President-Elect
Ashley Schnotala, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Katherine Gietzen, Corresp. Secretary
Sandra Sain, Member at Large
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair
Loribeth Clark, Communications Chair
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair
Tatiana Schultz, Parliamentarian
Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Dolores Brondyke, Chair

Getting to Know You

Volume VII, Issue 11

At our 125th Anniversary Tea in October, we were honored by the presence of not one, but two, Honorary
Members, Emily Jane Diederichsen and Eloise Selleck. For those unable to attend the tea, it is a privilege to
introduce these remarkable ladies in whose footsteps we follow today and who were members of the club long
before some of us were born.
Emily Jane Diederichsen
Although we know her as Jane, her name is actually Emily Jane Diederichsen as she was named for her
mother, Emily. To distinguish the two, family members began referring to her by her middle name, Jane. Emily
Jane is a native of Portland, Indiana where she grew up an only child and graduated from Portland High School.
Later she married and moved to Muskegon where she became the proud mother of two children, Larry and
Janet.
She raised her family in a home not far from the clubhouse on Muskegon Avenue, which just happened
to be across the street from Central Methodist Church where Jane has been a lifelong member. While raising
her children, she worked for a time in the office of a flourmill here and then as a switchboard operator at General Telephone.
One of her greatest joys in life is her grandchildren. When they were little, all six spent weekends at
Grandma’s where they had wonderful adventures. Jane also spent many vacations with her grandchildren making lifelong memories that her grandkids love to recount today.
Jane has always loved parades and in ninety-four years missed only one Memorial Day Parade, and that
was because she was in the hospital giving birth to her son, Larry.
She comes from a family of Muskegon Big Reds fans as her children graduated from Muskegon High
School, and her son-in-law, Tom, retired from Muskegon Public Schools. The biggest fan of all, however, is
Jane herself who was honored during half time on the football field at Hackley Stadium with a very special
award for her loyalty as a season ticket holder for more than 55 years!
Sixty-three years ago she became a member of Muskegon Woman’s Club and served on many
committees. She has fond memories of lovely Tinsel Teas in the ballroom at Christmas and dances held for young
people at the club ‘to keep them out of trouble’.

November Office Hours You will be able to
access the club during the following times:
Nov.

3
4
11
18
19
20-22
28

7-8 PM
12-3PM
9AM-12N
12N-2PM
5:30PM
During Gingerbread
10AM-3PM

Philanthropy

Please Note:
There is confusion about the date for Dance the
Night Away. The correct date: is February 6.
The 112th Clubhouse Anniversary will be
rescheduled.

Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf

November - This month's philanthropy is dedicated to Catholic Charities of West
Michigan. In addition to the Baby Shower event please consider joining us on Friday,
November 13th from 9-12 noon at Catholic Charities to volunteer any amount of your time to
this great organization. The majority of your time spent will be wrapping Christmas presents.
Please notify Hannah Rogers if you would like to volunteer a portion of your time at
hmrog14@gmail.com or 231-670-1963.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson
Anniversaries Past
Commemorating the 125th Anniversary of our club is a time not only of pride and
celebration, but also reflection and gratitude for all of those who have gone before us. As with
many organizations, there has been an ebb and flow in the life of the club, despair and
optimism, yet Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club has endured and faced not one, but two new
centuries all because of the determination and dedication of its members.
As we celebrate the present, let us pause momentarily to look back at anniversaries past and
realize that we are part of a golden chain connecting past and present, and hopefully into a glorious
new future. And now please travel back in time with me . . . . .
Tenth Anniversary
As the new club year began in October of 1900, the ladies of the club prepared to celebrate
their tenth anniversary in the assembly room of the Muskegon Club (today’s Century Club). As was
the custom, the first meeting of the club year was also their annual ‘Flower Day’ celebration, and so
the room was resplendent with fall flowers and foliage. Several past presidents were in attendance
that day including Mrs. Antha Gray, the first president of the club who spoke eloquently about the
club’s humble beginnings in 1890.
Twenty-fifth Anniversary
October of 1915 ushered in a yearlong celebration of Muskegon Woman’s Club’s twenty-fifth
anniversary. To mark this momentous occasion, Mrs. Frank Hammond researched and compiled a
complete history of the club from its inception in Mrs. McMillan’s parlor to the present day heralding its many successes, which was published in its entirety in the Muskegon Chronicle for all to read.
The eloquence of her words resonate profoundly yet today: “We love the club of yesterday for its
happy memories, the club of today for its privileges, and the club of tomorrow for its great opportunities.”
Fortieth Anniversary
The fortieth anniversary of MWC was celebrated with lavish fanfare on October 31, 1930 in
conjunction with their annual ‘Past President’s Day’ with 200 members and guests in attendance.
Not only were fourteen past presidents honored that day, but also the newly elected president of the
Michigan State Federation of Woman’s Club, Mrs. Mary E. Thompson. The highlight of the day, however, was the grand entrance of a beautiful birthday cake lit with forty candles and drawn in by the
grandchildren of the past presidents, including our own Barbara (Carpenter) Boucher and her sister,
Vivian. An article in the November 1, 1930 edition of the Muskegon Chronicle concluded: “After forty
years, Muskegon Woman’s Club continues to be a mighty stronghold in the community for the
highest type of all things for which true womanhood stands.”
Until next time I bid you adieu,
Karin

Heritage Recipe

brought to you by LifeStyles

Fruit Punch (original recipe printed in 1904)
1 pineapple, shredded (now use 1 can crushed)
1½ to 2 C sherry
6 oranges, cut into small pieces
2 Gallons Water
12 lemons, juiced
sugar
1 can sour cherries
walnut meats
6 bananas
maraschino cherries
1 C. rum
Cover pineapple and oranges with sugar and let stand two hours. Add the rest of the ingredients with
walnuts and maraschino cherries as desired.

GMWC
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

The talented women of LifeStyles have asked for a table at the Artisan Market
where we will each bring some of our products for sale. If you have a craft you’d like to
donate for our table, contact Pam Caris. It is our hope to have a wide variety of hand-crafted
items, the proceeds of which will be donated to the club’s General Fund. Be sure to stop by
our table and start your Christmas shopping with us!
Our November Dine Out will be held on Nov. 23 at 6PM at Verdoni’s.
Planning ahead, our Christmas gathering will be on Monday, the 14th of
December at The Lake House. We will exchange a $10-15 gift.
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Arts and Entertainment

Ruth Lofton, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read
the book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise
announced.
Next meeting:

November 3 Go Set A Watchman, by Harper Lee

Future meetings:

December 1
January 5
February 2

The Good Girl , by Mary Kubica
The Rumor, by Elin Hilderbrand
Dark Places, by Gillian Flynn

Last Month’s Book Review
We discussed The Invention of Wings in October by Sue Monk Kidd. Everyone
enjoyed the book overall. We rated this book a 5.

Day Tripping

Ruth Lofton

Mark your calendar for November 10th. Let’s get together for a day in Whitehall/Montague.
We will meet at 10:00 a.m. at the Book Nook and Java Shop for coffee and listen to Piano Music. Next, we will visit the White Lake Arts Council on Colby Street in Whitehall. We will
have lunch together. Those that want to continue will make a stop at Posh and The Corner
House of Gifts. Please e-mail or call Ruth Lofton if you plan to attend.

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with proceeds to support the
annual Fine Arts Scholarship!
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone
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Making a Difference
October 25, 2015
Just imagine seeing the world through the eyes of a child again! Some of our members enjoyed
that privilege while spending an evening at the Boys and Girls Club. As it was a Thursday, the kids
were busily involved in creating snow globes as well as creating amazingly original three-dimensional
artwork from paper plates for their upcoming Arts and Crafts Show. Volunteers from the Woman’s
Club were kept busy coloring, cutting, gluing, and stapling, and the kids were very patient while
allowing us to be children again.
It was such a wonderful experience, and we learned so much from the kids and the staff.
Volunteers are always welcome on weekdays from 4:00 – 7:00 pm – no experience needed, and we
highly recommend that you give it a try.
Dorothy Brink, Karin Carlson, Paula Martin, Brenda Rogers, Sandra Sain, and Melissa Slorf
Also, check out the Frauenthal Follies Variety Show on November 7, 2015 at 7:30 pm and join
member, Bob Scolnik, as he hosts the Second Annual Variety Show. Profits will be shared with the
Boys and Girls Club. Tickets $12.00 at the Frauenthal Box Office.
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Your help is needed at all four sessions, as well as for set-up on
Thursday, Nov. 19 at 6PM, and clean-up on Sunday, the 22ne at
3PM. To volunteer, contact Nancy Bierenga at 231.730.0887.
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A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
1
16
24
26

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!

Pat Camp
Sylvia Precious
Marcia Fortin
Martha McKinney

Free Membership Drawing
2016-2017
One name will be drawn at the April General Club
meeting for a free 2016-2017 membership
Criteria:
 Must be a member in good standing
 A member’s name will be included for each activity/fundraiser
on which she works
Activity/fundraiser chairs will be responsible for:
 Including an article in the newsletter thanking the volunteers
by name
 Emailing the names to the Membership Committee
Membership Committee will be responsible for:
 Maintaining an up-to-date document of names
 Ensuring that each and every name is included in the drawing

