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The President’s Pen

President, Melissa Slorf

Dear Ladies of the Club,
Fall in Michigan is in full swing and, I am loving it! It is my favorite time of
year. I just love the smells, the color, the clothes, the blankets, the food, the
weather… I could go on and on. I love living in Michigan. But what I LOVE
about Michigan is Muskegon and our exceptional club. At the clubhouse I recall
having conversations about memories of the club. Questions like, “why did you
become a member?” and “what are your earliest memories of the club?” Pay
attention, dear reader, for if you have not been asked these precious questions
you will be. These are conversations that you want to bottle up and put on a
shelf with all of Mrs. Karin Carlson’s archives of our club. We are all like kids at
Christmas for these answers. My first memory of the club is, when I was little. I
would stare at the sign and building sitting in the backseat of our car. I always
wanted to come inside. I remember thinking that I wanted to do whatever they
did in there when I was an adult. My mind would wander at all the glorious
things that went on. Such deep rooted history that you catch your breath at the
honor of roaming the same halls as some of the greats that have gone before us. I
love to listen to Mrs. Sally Patton’s stories from the Junior League. I just want
to sit at Mrs. Karin Carlson’s feet and listen to her talk about all the amazing
stories she has read and found in the treasuries of the archives. I am so honored
and privileged to be your President during this special time. It is not something
that I take lightly, for this is sacred ground, I know. I am so humbled and
grateful to serve our beloved club. October 7th is our 125th Anniversary Tea and
I hope that you will be there to celebrate. We will be honoring some of our
oldest members, our legacy, and YOU. You are what they will write about
another 125 years from now. You are part of what makes our club great. Some of
the most amazing women I know are members of our club. So let’s celebrate! 125
years. What a bench mark. We should be so proud.
“Continuing the Legacy”,
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Melissa
2015/2016 Board of Directors

October
6 Book Talk
7 Membership Luncheon
21 BOD Meeting
23 Newsletter Articles due

7PM
12N
12N
5PM

November
4 Membership Luncheon
(Baby Shower page 5)
18 BOD Meeting
19 Set up Gingerbread
20 Newsletter Articles Due
Gingerbread for Adults
21 Gingerbread (page 6)
22 Gingerbread
28 Artisan Market (page 7)

12N
12N
6PM
5PM
7PM
9:30 & 1
1:30PM
9-3

Melissa Slorf, President
Loribeth Clark, Immediate Past President
Barbara Scott, Vice President
Laurel Sass, President-Elect
Ashley Schnotala, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Katherine Gietzen, Corresp. Secretary
Sandra Sain, Member at Large
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair
Loribeth Clark, Communications Chair
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair
Tatiana Schultz, Parliamentarian
Dolores Brondyke, Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
If you know someone who may be
interested in membership, please
contact Karin Carlson or Barbara
Scott who will promptly contact them!

Dolores Brondyke, Chair

Remember that this our 125th Anniversary as a club.
We will be having special speakers each meeting plus a
special meeting in October.

Volume VII, Issue 10

Getting to Know You
Membership Growth
- 100

We need biographies from members in order to provide info in this
space. This is not just for new members.

- 90
- 80

October Office Hours You will be able to access
the club during the following times:
Oct.

Philanthropy

6 7-8 PM
7 12-3PM
21 12N-2PM

Hannah Rogers and Melissa Slorf

This month's philanthropy is dedicated towards the Boys and Girls Club of the Muskegon Lakeshore. Please join us on October 22nd from 4-7pm, to volunteer any amount of your
time to their organization at Nelson Elementary. The majority of your time spent will be
dedicated to their Fine Arts Program where you will find activities from drama, photography,
drawing and much more. Please notify Hannah Rogers if you would like to volunteer
at hmrog14@gmail.com or 231-670-1963.
November - This will be our 4th Annual Baby Shower for the Baby Pantry of Catholic
Charities. See details on the flyer on page 5. If you are available to help set up on Nov. 3,
please contact Carolyn Bowen.
Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

If these humble walls could speak, what stories they would share,
Of days gone by, ages past, and lovely ladies fair.
Jewels of a Gilded Age, priceless beyond compare,
Blessing home and family with tender loving care.
Schooled at their mother’s knee in domesticity, and
Passing on the gracious art of hospitality.
Mistresses of hearth and home, loving wives and mothers,
Longing for so much more than life had yet to offer.
From this state of discontent, a tiny seed was sown
When friends of Mrs. McMillan gathered at her home.
Engaging in gentle discourse quite excitedly . . .
Mercy! Really? A literary society?
A marvelous idea ~ on that each one concurred.
But, can we really do this, they nervously demurred.
Yet, ever optimistic they chose their destiny
And together, side by side, stepped into history.
Eager to get started, they devised a simple plan,
To meet again in one week’s time and this time bring their friends.
And so it was on Friday next the ladies met again
In the familiar parlor of Mrs. McMillan.
Twenty lovely ladies with so much work to do,
No time misspent on idle talk or selfish points of view.
Drafting and adopting a Constitution that day, and
Electing their first president, Mrs. Antha Gray.
Others, having heard the news, quickly joined their number,
So much so, they soon outgrew Mrs. McMillan’s parlor.
Needing a more commodious place for their next meeting,
Thirty ladies gathered at the home of Mrs. Keating.
That long ago October day lives on in history,
With Muskegon’s very first ~ Ladies Literary Society.
The first club in the city organized for women
With nothing but the loftiest of aspirations.
The edification of women was their ultimate goal, by
Studying “An Outline of the History of the World”.
Written papers were assigned on all the many countries
To be read before the others by very nervous ladies.
Wives and mothers all week long waiting for next Friday,
When they donned their very finest and started on their way.
A parade of lovely ladies strolling through the city
Was a most familiar site the last decade of the century.
And so it was long years ago they wrote our history,
While, we today, remember and continue their legacy.

Heritage Recipe
Will return next month

brought to you by LifeStyles
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

On our trip to GR (on which we thoroughly enjoyed lovely weather, a very
informative shuttle bus tour of Meijer Gardens with lunch there in the café, frozen yogurt at
Spoonlickers, and a bonus stop at Robinette’s, as well as great company) we came up with a
group fund raising activity.
The talented women of LifeStyles have asked for a table at the Artisan Market
where we will each bring some of our products for sale. If you have a craft you’d like to
donate for our table, contact Pam Caris. It is our hope to have a wide variety of hand-crafted
items, the proceeds of which will be donated to the club’s General Fund.
October brings another Dining Out. On the 19th we will have dinner
together at Bella Maria.

Literature and Drama

Toni Seyferth, chair

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read
the book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise
announced.
Next meeting:

October 6

The Invention of Wings, by Sue Monk Kidd

Future meetings:

November 3
December 1
January 5
February 2

Go Set A Watchman, by Harper Lee
The Good Girl , by Mary Kubica
The Rumor, by Elin Hilderbrand
Dark Places, by Gillian Flynn

Last Month’s Book Review
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the book. We found it captivating and
full of suspense, with a surprise twist at the end. Our rating for this
book was a 4.

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with proceeds to support the
annual Fine Arts Scholarship!
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone
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Your help is needed at all four sessions, as well as for set-up on
Thursday, Nov. 19 at 6PM, and clean-up on Sunday, the 22ne at
3PM. To volunteer, contact Nancy Bierenga at 231.730.0887.
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A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
1
16
24
26





Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!

Pat Camp
Sylvia Precious
Marcia Fortin
Martha McKinney

Please remember that our Membership Roster is for
member use only and should be used only to contact
members of the club, not for use in promoting your own
business or cause.
Luncheon cost has been raised to $12 per person this
year as result of increased catering costs.

