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The President’s Pen

President, Loribeth Clark

Ladies of the Club,
As I sit here and begin my first President’s Pen, I look over on my desk
and I see the tea cup candle that Wendy Bialik made for all of us. I feel so
blessed to be a part of a group of women such as you. I want to thank you for
allowing me to be your president. I am so honored to serve.
I am so excited about this upcoming year! It is exciting to have the
privilege of celebrating the 125th anniversary of our club. I am so honored to be
a part of it, aren’t you? With that being said, there are many opportunities to
share in this special time. There is a committee being formed to help plan our
celebration. Please contact Karin Carlson if you would like to be a part of this.
Even if you cannot be on the committee, please show your support by being
here at the monthly meetings. We want to make it a year-long celebration of
our rich history. At each meeting this year we will be doing something to
honor our legacy. It is going to be a momentous time!
The summer is usually a pretty quiet time around the club house, but
this year we have an exciting new event that the philanthropy committee is
putting on. Our White Dinner Event “A Causal White Attire Affair” benefitting
Pound Buddies Animal Shelter and Adoption Center will be held at the Watermark on Friday, July 24th. It is going to be fabulous. There is a live and silent
auction hosted my WZZM 13 Dan Harland! Please check out the website for
more details or call Carolyn Bowen.
Thank you to the Arts Committee for putting on a wonderful banquet
to honor our scholarship winner. It was such a nice time and great to meet our
winner, Courtney Boersma, and her family. We wish her well in her endeavors.
Such a busy time! Looking forward to the future and working with all
of you during this historical year for our club as we “continue the legacy”.

Melissa
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2015/2016 Board of Directors

Melissa Slorf, President

July
No General Club Meeting
7 Book talk
11 Club History Tour
19 BOD Meeting
24 Newsletter deadline

7PM
2-4PM
12N
5PM

August
4 Book Talk
No General Club Meeting
9 Club History Tour
19 BOD Meeting
21 Newsletter Articles Due

2-4 PM
12N
5PM

Loribeth Clark, Immediate Past President
Barbara Scott, Vice President
Laurel Sass, President-Elect
[Open Position] Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Katherine Gietzen,
Corresponding Secretary

Sandra Sain, Member at Large
Sharon Beck, Activities Chair
Loribeth Clark, Communications Chair
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds Chair
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
If you know someone who may be
interested in membership, please
contact Karin Carlson or Barbara
Scott who will promptly contact them!

Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair

Remember that this our 125th Anniversary as a club.
We will be having special speakers each meeting plus a
special meeting in October. Be sure to fill out the form
on page 7 about your memories of the club.
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Getting to Know You
Membership Growth
- 100

Please be sure to fill out the form on page 6, print it, and mail it to
Karin Carlson so she can write an article about you.

- 90
- 80

Extending Sincere and Heartfelt Gratitude to Dolores Brondyke for
her many years as Rental Chair for the GMWC. The money from
rentals has been a significant financial boost to our club! And best
wishes for a speedy recovery!

The new yearbook is under construction. Please be sure that if you intend
to renew your membership you mail a check to the club as soon as possible
so you can be included in the new Yearbook.

July Office Hours You will be able to access the
club during the following times:
June

Philanthropy

7 7-8 PM
9 12N-3PM
19 5PM-7PM

Carolyn Bowen

In May we collected $105 for Every Women’s Place plus shampoo, lotions, conditioners, and
other items. In June we collected $85 for Sacred Suds plus towels, washcloths, laundry soap, and travel
-sized toiletries. Thank you all for supporting all the organizations this past year. They were all so appreciative of your contributions.
Please support the White Dinner Event in July. These animals need our help in making their
living conditions better. All they have in their hearts is unconditional love. If you absolutely cannot
come to the event, please consider a donation. They will be eternally grateful.
Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson
1954 – 1955

Last month we visited the year, 1958, and the official opening of the Michigan State
Federation of Women’s Club’s “Girlstown” in Bellville, Illinois. This month we shall digress a
bit and return to the 1954-1955 club year. With membership of 300 in the Senior club and
approximately 200 Juniors, it was an extremely busy year for the club.
By this time, a Ways and Means Committee had been established for the sole purpose of
raising money for the upkeep and maintenance of the clubhouse. And so, each year the committee
hosted a variety of fundraisers for that purpose including their ‘Tinsel Tea’ every December and a
‘Spring Style Show’ every April at which local businesses featured their latest spring fashions. This
perennially popular event was always highly anticipated and drew a large audience. One rather
unique fundraiser that year was a ‘Patch Party’ held in the fall; members were encouraged to “Pitch
in with a Patch” for which prizes were awarded, each prize being wrapped in patchwork fabric, of
course. At the same time, patchwork quilts were on display throughout the clubhouse. Yet another
very popular fundraiser was a ‘Hat Show’. Fashionable hats from local business establishments were
modeled and sold.
Additionally, each of the departments hosted its own Ways and Means projects to benefit
the Capital Fund for the clubhouse. A wide variety of items were offered for sale – calendars,
cookbooks, note cards and paper, key chains, placemats - . by the American Home, Civics, Music,
and Junior departments.
October of 1954 marked another special anniversary in the annals of club history. Whereas
October of 1953 marked the 50th anniversary of the clubhouse dedication, October of 1954 marked
the 50th anniversary of the ‘Martha A. Keating Parliamentary Law Class’. Established in 1904 by
Mrs. Keating and taught by her for the first 25 years, the class continued under the leadership of
Mrs. George Clark for the next 25 years. Open to the public at no charge, 50 women from local
churches, P.T.A., organizations, and lodges took part that year.
1954-1955 was also an important club year for the Juniors. A bylaw change that year made
them a department of the Senior club necessitating a name change to ‘Muskegon Junior Woman’s
Club’. Lastly, it was in 1955 that the Juniors organized their first Choral Group that lasted for
several years to come, entertaining not only the ladies of the club, but also the community.
Until next time, I bid you Adieu!

Manners and Morals of Victorian America by Wayne Erbsen
Wifely Duties

It is upon the wife that the happiness of home chiefly depends. It is her privilege and pleasure to promote domestic felicity and garland her husband’s house with the flowers of a sweet and helpful life.
(1892)
Practice Economy
The young wife can not be too careful in her expenditures. “My husband works hard for every dollar
he earns and it seems to me worse than cruel to lay out a dime unnecessarily.: (1892)
Avoid Bickering
Painstakingly avoid all bickering. A small concession will often prevent a serious misunderstanding.
In the woman who is married to a man disposed to irascibility, the wisest discretion is demanded. If
she fails to command her own temper, that of her husband is certain to be tried and bitter heartburnings will follow. (1892)
Neat and Tidy
She should be equally as neat and tidy respecting her dress and personal appearance at home as when
she appears in society, and her manners towards he husband should be as kind and pleasing when
alone with him as when in company. (1882)
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our next dining fun will be on Monday, July 13 when we’ll meet at 6PM at The
Deck on the Pere Marquette beach. RSVP to Nancy by noon that day.

Wine Divas Uncorked
Sixteen women enjoyed the Wine Diva trip on June 12. We enjoyed
spending time together, tasting the wine, and basking in the beautiful
scenery.

Next Trip
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Due to the issue of transportation and the club’s insurance liability
we will no longer be able to do these trips as a club event. Disappointed? Contact me.

Freedom Isn’t Free

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Land of the Free
Because of the Brave

Toni Seyferth, chair

Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the
book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced.
Next meeting, China Dolls, by Lisa See,
July 7
The Girl on the Train, by Paula Hawkins, August 4

Last Month’s Book Review
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay
We rated this a 4 out of 5
This is story that intertwines two story lines in the years 1942 and 2002, both taking place
in Paris. One beginning July 1942 the other in p 2002. It covers the Vel’d’Hiv’ roundup and
is informational about the Holocaust. It is a very powerful and emotional book about dark
periods in the history of France.
Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with proceeds to support the
annual Fine Arts Scholarship!
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone
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Note From the President
Committee Chairs are reminded
that your year-end report is due
for the board. This helps greatly
in planning for the coming year.
Please be sure to include
accomplishments, challenges, and
suggestions on how to make your
committee better. You can email it
to Meslorf03@gmail.com or mail
it to the club. Please have them
turned in by July 13.

Notes From the Board of Directors






A gentle reminder to all members – please refrain from using the club’s group email
list for personal and/or professional requests. Should you have a request you would
like to extend to members, you may do so at our General Club meeting as long as
your request is in line with our mission and goals. To present such a request, simply
contact Melissa Slorf and ask that it be placed on the meeting agenda. If accepted,
you may also place your request in the newsletter.
The 2015-2016 Yearbook will be printed this summer. To ensure that your contact
information is printed correctly, please contact Karin Carlson (231.788.3050 or
karinc1146@yahoo.com)by the end of July and verify the following:
 Correct listing and spelling of your name
 Complete address
 Phone numbers
 Email address
We will be planning a yearlong celebration in honor of our 125 th anniversary during
the 2015-2016 club year, so every General Club meeting will be special. Please put
on your ‘thinking caps’ for special ways to celebrate – all of your suggestions are
welcome! Also, please return your ‘Getting to Know You’ and ‘Memories’ sheets distributed at our May meeting (and on pages 6 and 7 of this newsletter), as we would
like to include your memories of the club in our 125th Anniversary Booklet.

‘Getting to Know You’
Dear Members,
In an effort to help us get to know one another better, your Membership Committee would like to
feature a ‘Getting to Know You’ column in our monthly newsletter. To that end, each of you will be
asked to share a bit about yourself.
Below are some suggestions that you may wish to include, but they are only suggestions and you are
welcome to add any other information you wish.
Thanking you in advance for your participation,
Barbara and Karin

Your name
Family

Pets
Occupation
Collections
Hobbies/interests

Travel

Please feel free to add another sheet if needed

125th Anniversary Celebration
Memory Booklet
In honor of our 125th Anniversary this year we would like to create a booklet of memories including
every member of our club, new as well as long time members – this will illustrate how club life has
changed over the years. Please take time to share here some of your memories . . . complete only those you
wish to answer.
Your earliest memory of the clubhouse if you attended a function here either before or after
becoming a member

Your favorite or most unforgettable memory

Your most humorous or poignant memory

Any thing else you wish to share

Please return this completed form to Karin Carlson by mailing it to her at 4511 Arbutus Court,
Muskegon, MI 49442
Your Name

Today’s Date

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Birthdays

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

1
2
4
16
17

Peggy Peckham
Laura Martin
Tammy Hutson
Mary Rop
Sally Patton
Karen Peters
Melissa Slorf
24 Kay Meyers
25 Denise Kanaar

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!

27 Carolyn Bowen
Tatiana Schultz
28 Becki Coles

A Note from Dolores
It is with deep regret that I must resign as chair of
Rentals for the club. I had back surgery on June 10 and
I have no idea how long recovery will take, plus it is
just getting too difficult to get to the club for every
appointment. Thank you for the support over all these
years!

