May, 2015

The President’s Pen

President, Loribeth Clark

Take Note

Spring has finally sprung! I think we’re finally safe from any winter
storms for a few months. I have some unexpected flowers in one of my flower
beds. I don’t know what they are, but they’re purple…almost like a hyacinth,
but I don’t think that’s what they are. I’m enjoying them anyway.
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This month is one of my favorite luncheons—the Salad Luncheon.
This year, there is no charge, but we’re asking that you bring a salad,
casserole or a dessert if you can. With everyone bringing something, we’re
less likely for anyone to go hungry. Plus it makes it more fun, because there’s
always something new to try that way. I hope to see many of you May 6 th at
the Club.
The elections of our 2015-16 Officers is also this month. The slate of
candidates can be found in this newsletter. You might notice that we do not
have anyone running for the position of Treasurer. If you or someone you
know is interested in the position, please let someone on the Board know. I
want to thank our Nominating Committee, Nancy Bierenga and Dolores
Brondyke, for all their work finding candidates to run. They did a wonderful
job!
This year is winding down quickly. Elections this month, Installation
of Officers next month, and then a break for the summer. I’m starting to feel
a little nostalgic. The Club is moving forward, and it’s wonderful to see so
many people getting involved. I see great things happening.
Well, enjoy the sunshine and the warm weather, and I hope I see you
at the Salad Luncheon!
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2014/2015 Board of Directors

Loribeth Clark, President
Lindy Olechnowicz,
Immediate Past President

Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Barbara Scott, Member at Large
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
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Welcome New Members:
Cheryl Kraley
2815 N Riverwood
Twin Lake, MI 49457
231-744-8002
Cell phone: 231-206-8833
CKraley@gmail.com
Membership Growth
- 100
- 90

Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair

Tatiana Schultz
961 Sextent Rd Apt D
Norton Shores, MI 49441
616-430-7090
Cell phone: 616-633-1767
Tatianaschultz@att.net

Nicole Roadruck
2438 LeTart
Muskegon, MI 49441
616-706-2007
Nicole@roadruckembroidery.
com
Please update your handbook:
Sandra Wellington—new address
1130 Scenic Dr
Muskegon, MI 49445
Jane Diederichsen—new address
Sanctuary at the Park—room 105
570 S Harvey St
Muskegon 49442 phone: 672-2202

If you know someone who may be
interested in membership, please
contact Karin Carlson or Barbara
Scott who will promptly contact them!

- 80

Junk to Jewels 2015 Recap

Nominations
The nominations
committee, consisting
of Nancy Bierenga
(retiring) and Dolores
Brondyke, submits the
following for the 20152016 Club year BOD.

Sharon Beck, Chair

I'd like to thank the committee (Dianne Buck, Dona David, Barb Wagenmaker, Wendy Bialik, and Ruth Hillman, for all their long hours and hard
work. Thank you to everyone who donated items, and a special thank you
to those who volunteered at the event, Roberta Tetzlaff, Peggy Peckham,
Connar, Sandy Wellington, Barbara Scott, Dorothy Brink, Kitty Gietzen,
Paula Martin, Shannon Buck, and Cindy Falkowski.
We sold $1763.25 of merchandise and after expenses our net profit was
$1265.62. We still have a few items to sell; anyone interested in these
please give me a call.

President—Melissa Slorf (automatic advance)
Vice President—Barbara Scott
President-elect—Laurel Sass
Treasurer—open
Secretary—Karin Carlson
Member at Large— Sandra Sain
Nominations Committee—Dianne Buck

Philanthropy

May Office Hours You will be able to access
the club during the following times:
May

5
6
20
24

7-8 PM
11AM-2PM
12N-2PM
2-4PM

Meeting Chairs for 2014-2015
May—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga
June—BOD—Barbara Scott
Carolyn Bowen

Monthly donations for the upcoming year go to:
May Every Woman’s Place
June Sacred Suds
Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project.
This month’s collection is for Every Woman’s Place. They are in dire need of personal care products such as
shampoo, conditioner, body wash, toothpaste, tooth brushes, sanitary pads, etc. The women and children also need
socks and underwear. Other items needed include towels, twin sheet sets, twin blankets, pillows, diapers, and diaper wipes.
We will also be collecting Books for Babies this month since there were none brought in April.
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Days Gone By

Karin Carlson

Girlstown
As promised last month, this month’s column will focus on the largest project ever
undertaken by the Juniors of Muskegon Woman’s Club, Girlstown. Many people are somewhat
familiar with the name itself, but few realize that Girlstown was the dream of and established by
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of Michigan in 1958 and is still affecting and
improving the lives of children today.
Always an advocate of child welfare, the GFWC (founded in 1895) began discussing a more
concrete way of helping girls, in particular. The goal of the Federation was to establish custodial and
remedial housing for adolescent girls much like Boystown in Nebraska. To that end, the first
Girlstown Board of Directors was appointed in 1953 for the purpose of researching and selecting a
suitable place for a pilot unit to be built. Studies done at that time indicated that “suitable housing
should be located near a metropolitan area since girls, unlike boys, require conditions related to
urban life”. Further, the Board developed three main objectives for the program:
 To provide both custodial and remedial care for girls of varying ages and needs
 To recognize the fundamental differences in the needs of girls in contrast to boys
 To limit the number of girls per unit to ten with the possibility of grouping two or three
housing units together for cost effectiveness and more efficient operation
Plans for the development of the first Girlstown housing unit were finalized at the State
Convention in October of 1953 at which time the first director for the facility was appointed, Mrs.
Joyce Gerard, and a site was chosen on Edison Lake in Belleville, Michigan. The first unit was named
Loch Rio, Loch meaning ‘lake’ and Rio meaning ‘river’ since a dam created Edison Lake from a river.
And so it was that Junior Clubs across the state began working diligently to fund this worthwhile
project. As mentioned last month, our Junior Club hosted Bells and Beaus raising $1100 for the
building of Loch Rio, which officially opened in 1958. Their dedicated support never wavered. For
many years the Juniors continued to host fundraisers for the benefit of Girlstown. In March of 1954
the Juniors pledged $1100 for their continued support of the project and held many ingatherings at which toiletries, canned goods, material and sewing supplies, etc. were collected
for the girls of Loch Rio. As late as 1960, the Juniors pledged $1.00 per capita for
Girlstown.
The original housing unit, Loch Rio, was built on Liberty Street in Belleville;
unfortunately, however, the unit was destroyed by fire in 1970, and a new one was built on
Quirk Road and is still in operation today housing fourteen girls in a “top-of-the-line
facility” according to its current director, Mrs. Lessnau.
Girlstown Foundation is a private, non-profit organization licensed and nationally accredited.
The goal of the Foundation is to “provide services with dignity, respect, and professionalism to assist
clients in reaching their full potential”. Countless lives have been deeply touched and changed, all
because in 1953 the ladies of the Federation dreamed a dream.
Karin
Manners and Morals Taken from the book by Wayne Erbson
Vulgar Acts
When committed in the presence of others the following acts are classed as vulgarities.
 To stand or sit with feet wide apart.
 To hum, whistle, or sing in suppressed tones.
 To use profane language, or stronger expression than the occasion justifies.
 To chew tobacco, and its necessary accompaniment, spitting, are vulgar to the extreme.
 To correct inaccuracies in the speech of others, or in the mode of speech.
 To stand with arms a-kimbo; or to lounge or yawn, or do anything which shows disrespect, selfishness, or
indifference. (1893)
Such exclamations as The Dickens” or :Mercy” or “Good Gracious,” should never be used. If you are surprised
or astonished, suppress the fact. Such expressions border closely on profanity. (1889)
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

Our next dining fun will be on Monday, July 13 when we’ll meet at 6PM at The
Deck on the Pere Marquette beach. RSVP to Nancy by noon that day.

Next Gotta Get-Away May 2, 2014

This coming Saturday fifteen of us will be going to Charlton Park to
enjoy a day together. Watch for the report in the next newsletter.
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Wine Divas Uncorked
The date is Friday, June 12, 2015. Eighteen members and friends
will be enjoying an overnight trip to Traverse City, including a tour of some
of the Wineries of Old Mission Peninsula (WOMP). For those who have
reserved tickets, please contact the motel at 231.941.0208. Ask for the number of rooms you need
from the group reservation for the Muskegon Woman’s Club Diva trip (cost is $145 each room plus
tax) the rooms sleep up to 4, so tell them if you need one or two beds in the room. Rooms are paid on
arrival by the person responsible for that room. Transportation to Traverse City is on your own. If
you’re able to join us for lunch at Trattoria Stella at about 1PM, please let Nancy know so we can
reserve a table. You must be checked in at the hotel and be ready for the limo to pick us up at 5PM.
Saturday breakfast is included with the room. After that you may leave at your leisure.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the
book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced.
Next meeting, What Alice Forgot by Lianne Moriarty, May 5
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana deRosnay, June 2
China Dolls, by Lisa See, July 7th
The Girl on the Train, by Paula Hawkins, August 4th

Last Month’s Book Review
Snowflower and the Secret Fan by Lisa See We chose this book based on 2 others we read from this author and
loved in the past, and are so happy we did! We rated this at 5 stars. This is an historical fiction based on following two girls growing into women-hood in ancient China. It covers the days of oppression of women by Confucian philosophies and foot-binding practices. We plan to add another of her books to our future reading list. For
further information on this book check out this website: http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/13fiction/958-snow-flower-and-the-secret-fan-see
The Fine Arts Scholarship Applications have been sent out to the area schools. If you know a fine arts student in
a local high school who could use funds to pursue their dreams, be sure you encourage them to apply. Applications are available on our website or from any area art or music teacher.

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with proceeds to support the
annual Fine Arts Scholarship!
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone
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Points to Ponder...
The May Salad Luncheon is coming up. The board of directors is thrilled to announce that due
to the increase in memberships and fiscal responsibility in the last few years, our fund balance is stable
so we are able to go back to having the salad luncheon as a free meeting for members and guests. This
is the perfect time to bring a friend, but please remember to RSVP for your guests along with your own
reservation. We do ask members to bring a salad to share. Guests do not need to bring anything.
For those of you who shop on line, please remember to begin your shopping at Amazon Smile.
They will make a donation of 0.5% of the purchase to the club. You do need to register, so check
online at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1363567. Once you register, be sure to bookmark the link
so all your eligible shopping will benefit the club.
Remember that you must clear the date with Dolores Brondyke to use the club at any time for
any purpose, whether that is a larger event or a small committee meeting.

125
Years
This year is the 125th Anniversary of
our Club! If you have any ideas for our
celebration, please contact Karin
Carlson. Karin is also looking for
volunteers for a Celebration Committee. This is a short-term commitment
as the current plan is to celebrate the
anniversary at our October Luncheon.

Green Eggs and Ham 2015

Thank you to each of you who helped
to make the 18 Woman of Accomplishment a
successful event and a moment of celebration
for the three 2015 awardees, Mary Anne Gorman, Renee Rouwhorst, and Cheryl Schneider. Thanks to those of you who attended
and helped behind the scenes before and after
the event.
Special thanks to Loribeth, Lindy,
Nancy B., Barbara S., Karen A., Karin C.,
Dorothy B., Sharon B., Mary R., Melissa S.,
Sandra W., Delores B., Paula M. and Rae Jean
Erickson who did an outstanding job with her
photography.
Kay Ostrom, Event Chair

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Dr. Seuss
Birthday Breakfast again this year! A packed house
enjoyed the green eggs (who wouldn’t with all that
butter!?!) and the rest of the food prepared and served
by loving hands. There were fun decorations on every table, thanks to other
volunteers. Sunrise Farms donated 20 dozen eggs! Thanks to them for their
huge help. The North Muskegon High School Drama Club gave us big assistance by filling in for the Cat in the Hat, Things 1 & 2, and other Seuss characters. Their dramatic readings and autographs were a big hit. Once again this
year, each child received a Dr. Seuss book for their home library. What a fun
event again this year—and how needed in our community in our current efforts
to teach children to Read Early and Read Often! A sincere thanks to everyone
who made this happen and to Deb Roest for chairing the event once again.

A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!

19 Judy Stojak
24 Dolores Bronduke
Bob Scolnik
29 Dorothy Brink

Take Note:


Carolyn Bowen will be selling tickets for the White Dinner Event (July 24) at the May luncheon. They are also
looking for items for the silent auction. If you would like
to donate something for that, please contact Carolyn
(780-3826) or Melissa Slorf (616-422-3643).
 A Women’s Event: Ladies, please bring a guest, your
mother, daughter, sister, friend . . . (No children please)
Please join us for Creating A Legacy Through MultiGenerational Planning Life Insurance Presentation
When: May 14, 2015 at 6:00 pm
Where: Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
RSVP: Please call 231.744.8517 to confirm your attendance
Complimentary Dinner will be served
Joe Legros, Financial Advisor
Kara Panfil, The Prudential Insurance Company of America
Edward Jones

