
 

 Well, it looks like winter is going to give spring a chance.  I was in my backyard     
yesterday, and my irises are peaking up looking fresh and green.  I am so looking forward to 
some warm weather. 
 Of course, spring means changes are in the air, and that holds true at the Woman’s 
Club also as we move closer to electing a new Board of Directors. The Nominating Committee 
has been busy lining up a Slate of Candidates to be presented at the April luncheon on the first. 
 For those of you who might be unfamiliar with our election process, we have six 
elected positions. All the positions are a one year term, except for the nominating committee 
position, which is for two terms. 
 Nominating Committee consists of two people who serve for two years on a rotating 
basis. One position is voted on every year. This allows for one person to be finishing their     
two-year term and one person to be starting their two-year term. This committee only meets 
once, and its sole purpose is to make sure we have nominations for all the elected positions.  
The Nominating Committee is not a part of the Board. 
 The following elected positions are Board members with voting rights and serve the 
Club for a one year term: 
 The Member at Large represents all the members at the Board of Directors meetings. 
This position is the voice of the members, and makes sure that that members’ opinions,        
concerns, wants and needs are heard at the Board meetings. 
 The Recording Secretary records the minutes of the General Membership meetings 
and the Board of Directors meetings. The minutes of every meeting must be approved and kept 
as a written record of the Club’s business. 
 The Treasurer is in charge of the Club’s bank accounts and investment accounts. This 
position makes sure all the bills are paid on time. The Treasurer also keeps the President and 
the Finance Committee apprised of any concerns regarding the Club’s finances. 
 After serving one year as President-Elect, this position automatically moves into the 
role of President the following year, so technically, this could be considered a two-term        
position—one term as President-Elect and one term as President. The responsibilities of this 
position are to shadow the current President and learn as much about running the Club as   
possible. It makes moving into the position of President so much easier and far less              
overwhelming.      Continued on page 2 
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2014/2015 Board of Directors 
Loribeth Clark, President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz,  
Immediate Past President 

Deborah Matrone, Vice President 
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect 

Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 
Barbara Scott, Member at Large 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds  

Upcoming Events 
April 
1 General Club Luncheon 12 N 
7 Book Talk 7 PM 
15 BOD Meeting 12 N 
18 Prom Dress Sale TBD 
24 Newsletter/Website Due 5 PM 
May 
2 Lifestyles Bus Trip (p. 4) 9AM-8PM 
5 Book Talk 7PM 
6 Salad Luncheon 12N 
20 BOD Meeting 12N 
21 Past President’s Brunch 11AM 
22 Newsletter/Website Deadline 5PM 
24 Club History Tour 

The President’s Pen                          President, Loribeth Clark 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair 

Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

May Every Woman’s Place 
June Sacred Suds 

Monthly donations for the upcoming year go to: 
April Mission for Area People Meds/ 
 Books for Babies 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

April Office Hours   You will be able to  access 
the club during the following times: 
March  1 11 AM-2 PM 
  7 7-8 PM 
  15 12 N-2 PM 
   

Meeting Chairs for 2014-2015 
April—House and Grounds—Dorothy Brink  
May—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga 
June—BOD—Barbara Scott 

Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project. 

Welcome New Members: 
 Cindy Falkowski, Cheryl Kraley, and Tatiana Schultz  
Cindy Falkowski 
1295 Whitehall Rd #420 
Muskegon, MI 49445 
231-727-5227 
231-288-0057 
falkowsc@yahoo.com   

 The Vice President is second in charge and fills in for the President when 
needed. This position also fulfills the remainder of the President’s term if the 
President is no longer able to serve. This position also serves as a consultant to 
the President and the Board in general. 
 The President was elected to the position of President when voted in as 
President-Elect the previous year, and holds the highest level of authority and 
responsibility in the Club. This President leads and represents the Club with the 
help and guidance of the Board of Directors. 
 If you are interested in running for any of the above positions, please  
contact Nancy Bierenga or Dolores Brondyke. Nominations will also be accepted 
from the floor.  
 Well, I guess I’ll put down my pen for now and go out and clean my 
flower   gardens.  I hope all of you are enjoying the warmer weather, and I look 
forward to seeing all of you soon.    

Loribeth 

If you know someone who may be  
interested in membership, please    
contact Karin Carlson or Barbara 

Scott who will promptly contact them! 

President’s Pen Con’t from page 1 

Our March collection for Pound Buddies netted a whopping $289.00 plus dog food and other goodies. 
Thank you so much for supporting this wonderful organization! 

We will have details on the other two 
women in the May issue. 
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Days Gone By                             Karin Carlson 

1953 
 

 Your humble historian has been busily engaged in both archiving and annotating the 
many, many annual reports, board minutes, general club minutes, and scrapbooks of our club 
from the last 125 years. Someday, Dear Ladies, every single artifact of our long history will be 
listed, notated, and gathered together in a safe place for all time. In so doing, I have learned so 
much that I want to share with all of you. There are some that believe the first 50 years of Muskegon 
Woman’s Club were so interesting and so important that everything else is ant-climactic, but I can 
assure you that nothing could be further from the truth!  The club has always been a vital part of our 
community is so many ways. 
 In the words of Phyllis Potter, the president in 1953, “The club has filled a need in the    
community not only through its vital involvement in community affairs but also as a venue for   
wedding receptions, youth dances, music clubs (i.e. Etude), and other civic occasions.” 
 1953 was, in fact, another very important year in the history of the club as it was in         
February of that year that the 50th anniversary of the dedication of the clubhouse was celebrated 
with a great deal of fanfare in the community. In honor of the celebration, the Muskegon Chronicle 
published a full-page article on the club, its history, and its place in the community complete with 
pictures of the clubhouse itself. As the club was then still very active in the State Federation of 
Women’s Clubs an article about the club written by member, Mrs. Walter Curtis Foote, was featured 
in the Federation’s official organ, Club Woman Magazine. Following the celebration, Senior club 
members wrote and staged a play for the Juniors entitled “The First Fifty Years” to teach them 
about the club’s rich history and, as a way of Continuing the Legacy. 
 During this time, the Juniors were an integral part of the club and incredibly active in a wide 
variety of both club and Federation projects, the largest and most important being Girlstown which 
you will hear more about in our next newsletter. And so it was that 1953 found the Juniors busily 
engaged in their largest production ever, Bells and Beaux, the proceeds to benefit Girlstown. This  
major undertaking involved the vast majority of the 226 member Junior Club and was 
directed by Jerome Cargill from New York City.  The play was staged at Central      
Campus Auditorium on October 28, 29, and 30, 1953 to sold out audiences and raised 
$1100 which was placed in a special savings account for Girlstown.  
 And yet the play was but one of the many Junior fundraisers that year. Others 
included card parties, mixers, card parties, the sale of club calendars, etc. from which 
they not only purchased a new stove for the kitchen ($250) but also paid the Senior club 
$300 to defray the cost, depreciation, and rental sacrifice during daily rehearsals for the 
play. Obviously, being a Junior was not for the faint of hear! 
 On a more personal note, one of the cast members in Bells and Beaux was Mrs. Margaret Hilt 
whose family recently donated the turn-of-the-century settee and chairs that now grace our parlor. 
 1953 also marked the end of a very long era for the club with the death of Miss Mabel 
Keating whose mother, Martha A. Keating, was a founding member of both the Ladies Literary     
Society of Muskegon (Muskegon Woman’s Club) in 1890 and the Michigan State Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in 1895. Both Mabel and her sister, Mary, were lifelong members of the club.  
 One last note of interest about our venerable clubhouse that year ~ its ancient clay sewer 
pipes were replaced with cast iron pipes the entire length of the building at a cost of $395 and are,  
no doubt, still there today.  

Until next time, I bid you Adieu.  
Karin 

Manners and Morals Taken from the book by Wayne Erbson 
Will return next month 
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LIFESTYLES                    Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Our next dining fun will be on Monday, March 30 when we’ll meet at 6PM at Lefty 
& Ramos on M120. RSVP to Nancy by noon that day. 

Next Gotta Get-Away May 2, 2014 
 This trip will be by bus to Charlton Park, MI. It is a turn-of-the-
century (1899-1900) village that is restored and gathered together in a large 
park. We will have a guided tour of the village. Lunch will be a picnic (boxed 
lunches) under the shelter. Cost is $40 per person (includes bus, tip, lunch, 
tour) if we get 40. If we don’t get that many, we will have to pay the driver’s 
tip and possibly lunch that day. RSVP to Nancy by April 5. 

 

Wine Divas Uncorked 
 The date is Friday, June 12, 2015. Tickets will be available in April, so reservations are due by 
April 3. Motel cost varies depending on number in room. (rooms are held at $145 each—up to 4 may 
share). Event and limo is $75 per person. We do not need a minimum number for this event. I will 
make reservations based on $50 pp paid on or before April 3. Motel rooms are paid on arrival to the 
person responsible for that room. Transportation, hotel reservation, and lunch arrangements will be 
made by email directly with those who are tripping with us. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at 
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the 
book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced. 
 

Next meeting,  Snowflower and the Secret Fan, by  Lisa See ,  April 7 7PM 
 What Alice Forgot by Lianne Moriarty,   May 5 

   Sarah’s Key by Tatiana deRosnay,   June 2 

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check. 
 
              
Name 
 
              
Address          Phone   

Last Month’s Book Review   

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with  proceeds to support the 
annual Fine Arts Scholarship! 

Me Before You by JoJo Moyes 

 5 out of 5 stars  
We loved Me Before You! This is a heartbreaking love story touching on the social issue of the         
voluntary right to choose death. The struggle to determine what makes life worth living and making 
the decision whether it's truly enough is thought and discussion provoking. 

The Fine Arts Scholarship Committee will begin meeting this month to get applications out to the schools in a 
timely manner. If you know a fine arts student in a local high school who could use funds to pursue their dreams, 
be sure you encourage them to apply. Applications are available on our website or from any area art or music 
teacher. 
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 The May Salad Luncheon is coming up. The board of directors is thrilled to announce that due 
to the increase in memberships and fiscal responsibility in the last few years, our fund balance is stable 
so we are able to go back to having the salad luncheon as a free meeting for members and guests. This 
is the perfect time to bring a friend, but please remember to RSVP for your guests along with your own 
reservation. We do ask members to bring a salad to share. Guests do not need to bring anything. 

Points to Ponder... 

 For those of you who shop on line, please remember to begin your shopping at Amazon Smile. 
They will make a donation of 0.5% of the purchase to the club. You do need to register, so check 
online at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1363567. Once you register, be sure to bookmark the link 
so all your eligible shopping will benefit the club. 

 Remember that  you must clear the date with Dolores Brondyke to use the club at any time for 
any purpose, whether that is a larger event or a small committee meeting. 

This year is the 125th Anniversary of 
our Club! If you have any ideas for our              

celebration, please contact Karin   
Carlson. Karin is also looking for     

volunteers for a  Celebration          
Committee. This is a short-term    

commitment as the current plan is to 
celebrate the   anniversary at our     

October Luncheon. 

125  
Years 

The Mardi Gras Chair, Hannah Rogers, 
would like to thank everyone who helped 
in any way with the event. It was again a 

very fun event, and it was successful 
thanks to the input from every one of you! 

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F38-1363567


 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

1 Pam Caris 
4 Rochelle Anderson 
5 Elaine Skinner 
12 Florence Stahl 
15 Sandra Sain  

25 Jane Diederichsen 
 Connie Bull 
29 Nancy Bierenga 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 

 Jane Diederichsen moved to Sanctuary at the Park. 
Please consider sending her a card at 570 Harvey St. 
Room 105, Muskegon 49442 

 Gotta Get Away—May 2—see page 4 and put it on 
your calendar. Call today for reservations. 

 If you know of any member who is ill, has lost a loved 
one, or has something to celebrate, please contact 
Sharon Beck so she can send a card. 231.744.6932 or 
SharonEBeck@gmail.com. 

 Especially for new members: Teas are held in Sept., 
Feb., and June. Finger foods are served. They start at 
1PM, and there is no cost. Luncheons are held in Oct.-
Dec., and March-May. The cost is $10 and lunch is   
catered. 

Take Note: 


