
 

  March is supposed to be the start of spring, but with all the snow 
and cold weather, you’d never know it’s on its way. I don’t know about the 
rest of you, but I’m looking forward to some warm weather, hopefully very 
soon.  Until then, we have lots of things going on at the Club this month. 

At the Woman’s Club, we mark the start of spring by celebrating 
Dr. Seuss’s birthday with our annual Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast. This 
event is always very well attended, so if you’re looking to dine on some 
green eggs for breakfast on March 14th, make sure you arrive early and call 
Barbara Scott soon for a reservation. 

Also in March is one of my favorite events, and that’s the Junk to 
Jewels rummage sale. For all of the Pinterest enthusiasts out there, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to pick up some things to repurpose into Pinterest 
worthy treasures.  Garage sales aren’t going to be starting until spring 
weather really gets here, but you can get an early start by visiting the 
Woman’s Club March 20-21. Remember the Members Presale on Thursday, 
the 19th when you can see what’s for sale and even have the opportunity to 
purchase your choice item that night. Bring your own wine and have fun! 

Then there is the Women of Accomplishment awards breakfast on 
March 28th. I’ve been told that we had a lot of deserving nominees, and that 
decision was very difficult, but the winners have been selected. Only a hand-
ful of people know the results, so if you want to see who the fabulous women 
are who are being honored, get your reservations in quickly for this event. 

On another note, our Nominations Committee will soon be gearing 
up to find people to fill positions on the Board. Having been on the Board for 
several years in different positions, I can highly recommend joining this in-
credible group of women. If you’re interested, please let Nancy Bierenga or 
Dolores Brondyke know. 

Well, until spring decides to get here, I hope all of you are keeping 

warm!     Loribeth 
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2014/2015 Board of Directors 
Loribeth Clark, President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz,  
Immediate Past President 

Deborah Matrone, Vice President 
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect 

Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 
Barbara Scott, Member at Large 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds  

Upcoming Events 
March 
3 Book Talk 7 PM 
4 General Club Luncheon 12 N 
12 Green Eggs and Ham Set Up 6 PM 
14 Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast 10 AM 
18 BOD Meeting 12 N 
19 Junk to Jewels Pre-Party 6-9 PM 
20-21 Junk to Jewels 9-3 
27 Newsletter/Website Due 5 PM 
28 Women of Accomplishment 10 AM 
April 
1 General Club Luncheon 12 N 
7 Book Talk 7 PM 
15 BOD Meeting 12 N 
18 Prom Dress Sale TBD 
24 Newsletter/Website Due 5 PM 

The President’s Pen                          President, Loribeth Clark 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair 

Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

May Every Woman’s Place 
June Sacred Suds 

Monthly donations for the upcoming year go to: 
March  Pound Buddies 
April Mission for Area People Meds/ 
 Books for Babies 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

The Membership Committee is hosting a New Member Orientation on March 5 from 6-7:30 PM. If 
you have not previously attended a reception for new members but would like to attend, please contact 
Barbara Scott at bls.lady.scott@gmail.com or call her at 760-5757. 

March Office Hours   You will be able to  access 
the club during the following times: 
March  3 7-8 PM 
  4 11 AM-2 PM 
  12 6-8 PM 
  14 8-11:30 AM 
  18 12 N-2 PM 
  20-21 9 AM—3 PM 

Luncheon Chairs for 2014-2015 
March—Historian—Karin Carlson 
April—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga 
May—House and Grounds—Dorothy Brink 
June—BOD—Barbara Scott 

Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project. 

Welcome New Member: 
Membership information has been sent to several people. We also 
have several people who have committed to membership but no 
new members this month.    

 Thank you for your generous donations for Meals on Wheels.  We collected $115.00 to send them. 
 In March, we will be having a speaker who is a volunteer at Pound Buddies Animal Shelter.  We will 
also be collecting items for them at that time. Items needed are: Gift cards (Meijer, PETCO, Pet Smart 

 In the past the Woman’s Club has had a Hostess Committee who meet and 
greet members and guests at the door for the monthly luncheons and teas. 
The Membership Committee thinks this is a lovely tradition and we would like to re-
establish this group. 
 We envision the hostesses greeting members and guests and directing them 
into the parlor. 
 The members will be directed to a table where hostesses will sign them in, 
collect luncheon monies and locate their name badge. 
Guests will be guided to another table where they will be asked to sign our guest 
book and have a name tag made out for them. 
 Everyone will then be directed into the ballroom through the parlor. 
 This is a wonderful opportunity for our members who want to get involved 
with club activities but are unable to assist with The Club’s larger annual events. 
  We would like to get enough interested individuals to join so each hostess 
would be obligated for only 2-3 luncheons/teas each year. Sign up with a friend and 
you can work together. Please thoughtfully consider whether you could serve 
your club in this way!  Call or email Barbara Scott to volunteer. The committee 
members will be calling to ask for your help if they do not get enough volunteers. 

If you know someone who may be  
interested in membership, please    
contact Karin Carlson or Barbara 

Scott who will promptly contact them! 

Dry puppy and kitten food 
Dry dog and cat food 
Canned puppy and dog food 
Small dog treats, biscuits, flat rawhides 
Frontline Flea Preventative & Frontline Plus 
Martingale dog collars 
Bleach & HE laundry detergent 

Hard dog toys (Kongs, Boomer balls, tug-a-jugs & cuz balls 
Paper towels & Dryer sheets 
Liquid dishwasher detergent 
Antibacterial hand soap 
Long-handled scrub brushes & squeegees 
Stainless steel pooper scoopers 
Large & small garbage bags 
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 Days Gone By                             Karin Carlson 
1952 –1953 

 
     Welcome to another very busy club year at Muskegon Woman’s Club! Chronicling the work of these 
intrepid ladies often leaves your historian utterly breathless! As members of both the State and General 
federations, the ladies of the club, through the efforts of its four very active departments, were involved in 
almost every aspect of community life. 
     During this time, each department, in addition to its own activities, also hosted fundraisers to benefit the 
club as a whole, which is why a series of square dances were held at the clubhouse sponsored by the American 
Home, Civics, Literature and Drama, and Music departments respectively with an overall goal of raising $500. 
It is not clear if that goal was actually met as two of the scheduled square dances were cancelled.  
     Life was a bit different in the 1950’s ~ some, no doubt, will remember the redemption programs like Top 
Value and S&H Green Stamps, and of course, sending in box tops to earn merchandise. And, so it was, that 
individual members of the American Home Department sent in a Kellogg’s Corn Flakes box top plus 75 cents 
for which each received four spoons resulting in 200 new spoons for the club. 
     Another extremely popular activity at the club was the Friday night Y-Teen dance.  These perennially 
popular dances had their genesis during World War Two when it seems everything was rationed including 
gasoline, tires, and even automobiles. The central location of the club made it easily accessible to all.            
Interestingly, November of 1953 marked the 50th Anniversary of the dedication and opening of the clubhouse 
~ and so Minnie Smith’s cherished dream that the clubhouse “would echo with the dancing feet of young girls” 
was  being fulfilled over and over again. 
     Annual events were still very popular beginning with the annual Husband’s Night every January and     
concluding with the annual Crippled Children’s Christmas Party in December. A particularly memorable   
Husband’s Night took place in 1953 when member’s husbands modeled some very feminine attire and were 
“uproariously received” by those in attendance. 
     Finally, did you know that the clubhouse once had a phone booth? It was located next to the Butler’s 
Kitchen until 1953 when extensive renovation of the kitchen was undertaken. A wall was knocked out in order 
to enlarge the downstairs kitchen and in the process eliminated the existing men’s restroom. The renovated 
kitchen had marlite walls installed as well as new linoleum, cupboards, and a new stove, which was purchased 
by the Junior Club. The phone booth was then made into a new men’s restroom. Cost of the total makeover 
was $3,904.60. Imagine if our clubhouse could speak, what stories it could tell! 

Until next time, I bid you adieu! 
Karin 

Manners and Morals Taken from the book by Wayne Erbson 
Vulgar Acts 
When committed in the presence of others, the following acts are classed as vulgarities. 

 To stand or sit with feet wide apart 

 To hum, whistle, or sing in suppressed tones 

 To use profane language, or stronger expression than the occasion justifies 

 To chew tobacco, and its necessary accompaniment, spitting, are vulgar in the extreme 

 To correct inaccuracies in the speech of others, or in the mode of their speech 

 To stand with arms a-kimbo; or to lounge or yawn, or do anything which shows disrespect,   
selfishness, or indifference (1893) 

 

 Such exclamations as “The Dickens” or “Mercy” or “Good Gracious,” should never be used. 
If you are surprised or astonished, suppress the fact. Such expressions border closely on profanity. 
(1889) 
 

 There is no surer sign of vulgarity than the perpetual boasting of the fine things you have at 
home—If you speak of your silver, of your jewelry, of your costly apparel, it will be taken for a sign 
that you are either lying, or that you were, not long ago, somebody’s washerwoman, and cannot   
forget to be reminding everybody that you are not so now. (1860) 
 

 There cannot be a custom more vulgar or offensive than that of taking a person aside to 
whisper, in a room with company; yet this rudeness is of too frequent occurrence. (1838) 
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LIFESTYLES                    Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 Six of us had a great time at Dinner Out on Feb. 9. Our next dining fun will be on 
Monday, March 30 when we’ll meet at 6PM at Lefty & Ramos on M120. RSVP to Nancy by 
noon that day. 

Next Gotta Get-Away May 2, 2014 
 This trip will be by bus to Charlton Park, MI. It is a turn-of-the-
century (1899-1900) village that is restored and gathered together in a 
large park. We will have a guided tour of the village. Lunch will be a   
picnic (boxed lunches) under the shelter. Cost is $40 per person (includes 
bus, tip, lunch, tour) if we get 40. If we don’t get that many, we will have 
to pay the driver’s tip and possibly lunch that day. RSVP to Nancy by 
April 5. 
 

Wine Divas Uncorked 
 The date is Friday, June 12, 2015. Tickets will be available in April, so reservations are due 
by March 31. Motel cost varies depending on number in room. (rooms are reserved at $150 each—
up to 4 may share). Event and limo is approximately $75 per person. We do not need a minimum 
number for this event. I will make reservations based on $75 pp paid in full on March 31.  Motel 
rooms are paid on arrival to the person responsible for that room. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at 
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the 
book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced. 
 

Next meeting, March 3 at 7 PM. Me Before You by JoJo Moyes 
Up-coming books are: Snowflower and the Secret Fan, by  Lisa See ,  April 7 

  What Alice Forgot by Lianne Moriarty,   May 5 
   Sarah’s Key by Tatiana deRosnay,   June 2 

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check. 
 
              
Name 
 
              
Address          Phone   

Book Review   

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with  proceeds to support the 
annual Fine Arts Scholarship! 

Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides 

We rated this book a 3 out of 5  
Middlesex is a true story of an individual that learns during puberty they are biologically a hermaphro-
dite. We did like the book. We rated it a 3 due to most readers in our group felt that it took half way 
through the book before it became a page-turner, but worth the read! 

The Fine Arts Scholarship Committee will begin meeting this month to get applications out to the schools in a 
timely manner. If you know a fine arts student in a local high school who could use funds to pursue their dreams, 
be sure you encourage them to apply. Applications are available on our website or from any area art or music 
teacher. 
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Volunteers Needed: 
 To work at the event on the 14th.  
Contact Deborah Roest at 231-744-1936 to volunteer. 
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We still are taking items, don't forget us! Call so we can pick-up, or you can drop off to the club March 16th 
to the 18th. 
 

Don't forget the Cocktail Party March 19th 6PM to 9PM. First Choice Tickets are $5.00 BYOW.  
BRING A FRIEND. 
 

We need your help. PLEASE VOLUNTEER.  Please say yes when the committee calls for your 
help.           Sharon Beck, Committee Chair 
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 Please consider options for providing refreshments for our teas. We will discuss some options 
again at the March luncheon and hopefully decide at that time. Unlike in the past, many of our current 
board members are employed and don’t have as much time to bake. Our board members donate a lot to 
the club, not only of their time and energy, but also money. We want to be sensitive to the fact that it 
isn’t fair to require board members to carry most of the effort of the club alone. 

Points to Ponder... 

 For those of you who shop on line, please remember to begin your shopping at Amazon 
Smile. They will make a donation of 0.5% of the purchase to the club. We recently received a check 
for $11.51 for the last three months of 2014. You do need to register, so check online at  
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1363567. Once you register, be sure to bookmark the link so all 
your eligible shopping will benefit the club. 

 Remember that  you must clear the date with Dolores Brondyke to use the club at any time 
for any purpose, whether that is a larger event or a small committee meeting. 

This year is the 125th Anniversary of our Club! 
If you have any ideas for our celebration, please 
contact Karin Carlson. Karin is also looking for 
volunteers for a Celebration Committee. This is 
a short-term commitment as the current plan is 

to celebrate the anniversary at our October 
Luncheon. 

125 Years 

https://3c-lxa.mail.com/mail/client/dereferrer?redirectUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fch%2F38-1363567


 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

7 Maxine Boucher 
10 Evelyn Syers 
19 Rosalie Mancier 
24 Bonnie Kellogg 
25 Sandy Wellington 

27 Lindy Olechnowicz 
 Kathy Leiter 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 

 Jane Diederichsen moved to an assisted care home. 
Please consider sending her a card at 

 Gotta Get Away—May 2—see page 4 and put it on 
your calendar 

 If you know of any member who is ill, has lost a loved 
one, or has something to celebrate, please contact 
Sharon Beck so she can send a card. 231.744.6932 or 
SharonEBeck@gmail.com 

 A kindly reminder to all members to be aware of anyone 
sitting by herself at a luncheon—please invite them to 
sit at your table. All members should share hospitality 
in order to create a warm and welcoming atmosphere at 
our club meetings. 

Take Note: 


