
 

I hope everyone enjoyed their holidays! 
 

 With our Winter Break in January, once again, the Clubhouse has 
been fairly quiet.  However, that does not mean there hasn’t been anything     
going on.  There are several committees hard at work planning upcoming 
events. Mardi Gras, Green Eggs and Ham and Women of Accomplishment 
are three of the larger events coming up, but certainly not the only events 
going on at the Club. 
 

 Our redesigned website, www.muskegonwomansclub.org, is       
generating a lot of attention. We’ve been getting potential new members, 
renters, and publicity opportunities contacting us through the website, 
which shows it’s working for us in a positive way.  There is a Members 
Only section that is password protected, and if you would like the         
password, please let me know. 
 

 February 11th, we will have our Valentine’s Tea at 1 pm.  Last year, 
this tea was so well attended that we decided to do it again this year. It is 
set for the second Wednesday of the month to be closer to Valentine’s Day, 
and the Communications Committee has some wonderful things in the 
works for it.  There is no charge to attend, so hopefully I will see a lot of 
you there. 
 

 Spring may be a ways off, but there are still a lot of things going at 
the Club. Make sure to check the upcoming events here in the newsletter 
so you don’t miss anything! 
 

Keep warm and safe,  
 

Loribeth 
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Make Note 

2014/2015 Board of Directors 
Loribeth Clark, President 

Lindy  Olechnowicz,  
Immediate Past President 

Deborah Matrone, Vice President 
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect 

Stacy  Hollenbeck, Treasurer 
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary 

Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary 
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair 

Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair 
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair 

Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair 
Barbara Scott, Member at Large 

Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds  

Upcoming Events 
February 
3 Book Talk 7 PM 
7 Children’s Tea Party 2-4 PM 
11 Valentine’s Tea 1 PM 
13 Mardi Gras Jazz Party 7PM-12M 
18 BOD Meeting 12 N 
27 Newsletter Deadline 5 PM 
 

March 
3 Book Talk 7 PM 
4 General Club Luncheon 12 N 
12 Green Eggs and Ham Set Up 6 PM 
14 Green Eggs & Ham Breakfast 10 AM 
18 BOD Meeting 12 N 
19 Junk to Jewels Pre-Party 6-9 PM 
20-21 Junk to Jewels 9-3 
28 Women of Accomplishment 10 AM 

The President’s Pen                               President, Loribeth Clark 

http://www.muskegonwomansclub.org
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE               Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair 

Philanthropy                                  Carolyn Bowen 

April Mission for Area People Meds/ 
 Books for Babies 
May Every Woman’s Place 
June Sacred Suds 

Monthly donations for the upcoming year go to: 
February Meals on Wheels 
March  Pound Buddies 

- 100 

 

- 90 

 

- 80 

Membership Growth 

We currently have 85 members. The committee consisting of Lindy, Karin Carlson, and Barbara Scott 
will be hosting a new member reception after the first of the year.  
If you know of anyone who may be interested in membership, please contact Karin Carlson so she can 
send them info about membership and an invitation to attend a meeting. 

February Office Hours   You will be able to 
access the club during the following times: 
February  7 2-4 PM 
   11 Noon-2 PM 
   18 12-2 PM 

Luncheon Chairs for 2014-2015 
February—Communications—Nancy Bierenga 
March—Historian—Karin Carlson 
April—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga 
May—House and Grounds—Dorothy Brink 
June—BOD—Barbara Scott 

Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project. 

Welcome New Member: 
Cindy Falkowski   Birthdate: December 1 
1295 Whitehall Rd #420 Muskegon, MI 49445 
231-288-0057 (h)  231-727-5227 (c)    falkowsc@yahoo.com    

In December we collected $100 for the Sanctuary at the Park along with many, many goodies and  
toiletries for the residents.  Thank you all very much. 
 
I want to thank everyone who came to the funeral home for my husband to give me hugs and words of 
encouragement.  It was overwhelming and very much appreciated.  I cannot thank you enough for all 
the cards you sent and all the love and caring.  Please accept my gratitude. 
God bless you all,  
Carolyn 

We want to extend our sympathy to members, 
Carolyn Bowen and her daughter, Laurel Sass, 

on the death of their husband and father,   
David Bowen. 

David died on January 11 after an           
extended battle with Altzheimer’s  Disease. 
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Days Gone By                             Karin Carlson 
A New Decade Begins 

 

 The 1950-1951 club year opened as usual with a banquet honoring its Past Presi-
dents. Just imagine our club with 445 senior members as well as 203 juniors, and 5 very 
active departments: American Home with 79 members; Civics with 150 members; Litera-
ture and Drama with 97 members; the Music Department with 165 members and the afore-
mentioned Junior Department. It was not unusual for the ladies of the club to be actively in-
volved in two or more departments. Each department hosted annual fundraisers to benefit 
the entire club, among them rummage sales, card parties, and plays to name a few as well as 
the perennially popular Style Show hosted by the Juniors. As members of the State Federa-
tion of Junior Women’s Clubs, the juniors raised their fair share of funds to benefit veterans 
and ‘Care for Koreans’ to help that country devastated by years of war. This was also the 
year that they published their first cookbook. 
 As members of the State Federation, senior members also participated in such fund-
raisers as the per capita ‘Penny Collection’ to help build a lodge at Interlochen and ‘Nichols 
for Nurses’, a scholarship program for well-deserving nursing students. In fact, Betty John-
son, the student nominated by the Muskegon club that year was, in fact, the recipient of the 
state scholarship. 
 In addition to Past President’s Day, Originality Day was a long established part of 
the club calendar. However, over the years, it had evolved from a celebration of member’s 
original poems, plays, skits, music and art work to include floral arrangements, block prints, 
home-grown herbs with instructions for use and other domestic creations. 
 Perhaps, most memorable, however, was a timely behest to the newly created Memo-
rial Fund of $5000 from the estate of Adelaide S. Perry as the now 47 year old clubhouse was 
in dire need of repair, so much so that unspecified antiques had been sold to raise money that 
year, netting a total of $700. Much was accomplished from the much appreciated gift as the 
exterior brickwork was sandblasted and tuck-pointed, the chimney extensively repaired, and 
the exterior trim painted. Additionally, the downstairs foyer, cloakroom, and parlor received 
welcome face-lifts with new paint, wallpaper, and light fixtures. A timely gift indeed! 
 Until next time, I bid you adieu!  

Manners and Morals Taken from the book by Wayne Erbson 
Travel Dos & Don’ts 

 Don’t travel unless you can afford it. 

 Don’t permit your children, if you have any with you, to annoy people with ill-bred behavior. 

 Don’t return civility with the opposite. 

 Don’t forget that most of the evil passions are traceable to two roots, anger and worry. These are 
the thieves that steal precious time and energy from your life. Anger is a highway robber; and 
worry is a sneak thief. 

 Do not fan so vigorously that a cold current chills the back of your neighbor’s neck. 

 Do not tread on people’s feet. 

 Never engage in altercations with bumptious people who wish to pick a quarrel. 

 When escorting ladies be polite but not belligerent. It is most embarrassing to a woman to be the 
subject of a quarrel, as to a seat, or somebody’s cigar, or any other passing annoyance. (1910) 
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LIFESTYLES                    Nancy Bierenga, chair 
 There were fifteen soup bowls painted and donated to Catholic Charities for use 
at Soups on Along the Lakeshore. We all had a great time eating, visiting, and painting 
 The same evening we held a Tupperware Party at the club with the club as  
“hostess”. We received several donations to make bringing food to the club easier. The 

party is still open until the 29th, so if you’d like to order for yourself 
or for the club, contact me at 231-730-0887. 
 Dinner Out on Feb. 2 is changed to Feb. 9. RSVP to 730-0887 
so I can make reservations by noon on the 9th. 

Next Gotta Get-Away May 2, 2014 
 This trip will be by bus to Charlton Park, MI. It is a turn-of-the-
century (1899-1900) village that is restored and gathered together in a 

large park. We will have a guided tour of the village. Lunch will be a picnic (boxed lunches) under 
the shelter. Details will be provided as they develop. 
 

Wine Divas Uncorked 
 The date is Friday, June 12, 2015. Tickets will be available in April, so reservations are due 
by March 31. Details as they develop. 

Literature and Drama        Toni Seyferth, chair 

Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!                       
Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at 
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the 
book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced. 
 

February 3—Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides (January meeting was cancelled for snow) 
March 3—Me Before You by JoJo Moyes 

 We have had lots of new book titles submitted, and on February 3rd we will be picking out a 
new list of books for the next few months. 

Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check. 
 
              
Name 
 
              
Address          Phone   

Book Review   

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with  proceeds to support the 
annual Fine Arts Scholarship! 

Language of Flowers 
 

We gave this book a 5 out of 5! 
This is a  beautiful story using the Victorian language of flowers woven with the 
sad and sometimes cruel state of California's foster care system. The story about a 
survivor is heart-touching. 

The Fine Arts Scholarship Committee will begin meeting this month to get applications out to the schools in a 
timely manner. If you know a fine arts student in a local high school who could use funds to pursue their dreams, 
be sure you encourage them to apply. Applications are available on our website or from any area art or music 
teacher. 
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Volunteers Needed: 
 Set up Thursday, March 12 at 6:00 PM 
 Working at the event on the 14th.  
Contact Deborah Roest at 231-744-1936 to volunteer. 
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We still are taking items, don't forget us! Call so we can pick-up, or you can drop off to the club March 16th to the 18th. 
 

Don't forget the Cocktail Party March 19th 6PM to 9PM. First Choice Tickets are $5.00 BYOW. BRING A FRIEND. 
 

We did a vintage table at the Artisan Market November 29th to announce the coming Sale.  We made $82.00.  Thank 
you to Dona David, Wendy Bialik, Paula Martin, Dianne Buck, and Barb Wagonmaker. 
 

We need your help. PLEASE VOLUNTEER.  Sign-up sheets will be on the tables at the February tea. THANK YOU!  
 

Sharon Beck, Committee Chair.  
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Megan Trombka, the Radiation Oncology 
Social Worker at the Johnson Family Cancer 
Center, contacted us to make us aware of the 
cancer support programs offered there. They 
have a general cancer support group that 
meets every Thursday 2-4 pm for those       
diagnosed and their family members to attend 
to meet others who understand and share 
their experience. They also offer Breast 
Friends, a breast cancer support group that 
meets on the 1st Wednesday of each month 
from 10-11:30 am. This is for women during 
and post treatment. Megan hopes by          
contacting groups like ours she can help reach 
more who may need support during and after 
their cancer experience. Please contact Megan 
at 231.672.3368 for further information.  

Community Service Announcement 



 

 

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

280 West Webster Avenue 

Muskegon, MI 49440 

Birthdays 

We’re on the Web! 
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org 
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Our Mission Statement: 
To promote a high quality of life in the 

greater Muskegon community.  

Our Vision Statement: 
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club 

serves the community through: 
 

 Education 

 The Arts 

 Service 

 Community Activities 

 Scholarship 
 
These aspects are accomplished through a 
combination of social and philanthropic     
efforts and by providing an historic meeting 
place.  

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub  

9 Karen Peters 
12 Dianne Buck 
21 Laurel Sass 
26 Kay Ostrum 

Happy Birthday to this month’s 
celebrating members! 

 Get your Mardi Gras Jazz Party tickets from the Frauenthal  
box office. Contact Laurel Sass at 231-574-0469 for more  
information or to become a sponsor. Details, page 7. 

 If you’d like to purchase a raffle ticket for the Mardi Gras trip 
to New Orleans (or this year you can take the cash), contact 
Hannah Rogers at 231-670-1963. You do not need to be    
present to win. Details, page 7. 

 Be sure to reserve a seat or volunteer at the Green Eggs and 
Ham Birthday Party for Dr. Seuss. Details page 6. 

 Save your “Junk” and your spare “Jewels” for the sale on 
March 20 & 21. Tickets will be available at the Feb. tea for 
the Pre-Sale Party on March 19. Details page 6. 

 Next Gotta Get-Away is May 3 to Charlton Park. Details on 
page 4. 

Make A Note: 


