January, 2015

The President’s Pen

President, Loribeth Clark

Happy New Year! I hope all of you had a blessed Christmas and were able to spend some
time with family and friends.
At this time of year, we tend to reflect back on the past year and look forward to the year
ahead.
Looking back on 2014, a lot of wonderful things happened for the Club; the biggest, of
course, being the grant we received that allowed us to replace the chandeliers in the Ballroom. The new chandeliers really enhance the look of the Club, but I think they’ve done
more than that... I think they’ve created a renewed the excitement about the Club—not just
from all of you, but around the community also. I hope we can maintain that energy and
use it to make more great things happen at the Club this coming year.
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On a smaller scale, but no less important, we had some wonderfully successful events in
December. Our December Luncheon was extremely well attended, and we were presented
with a new flag that flew over our state capital to replace the tattered one we had. Deb
Roest and Nancy Bierenga hosted a beautiful Holiday Evening by Candlelight event that
was well attend. We’re starting to get noticed, and all of these things are helping.
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As all of you know, in January we do not have a luncheon or tea, but that does not mean
there isn’t anything happening at the Club. No, the Club is still bustling with activity, especially the first week after New Year’s.
On January 6th, we have Book Talk in the Tea Room. Remember, you’re invited to attend
even if you haven’t read the book. January 7th is Club Pride Day. That’s the day when we
all roll up our sleeves and clean the Club from top to bottom, so extra hands are always
welcome. This year that’s combined with a Tupperware Party for kitchen supplies for the
club. Then January 8th we have Soups on Along the Lakeshore, which is a fun event where
you can paint a bowl for charity and the Tupperware Party continues that evening. Please
consider placing an order at the club either for yourself or for something the club needs (or
both).
After that, the Club will be fairly quiet until January 31st when we have our Dance the
Night Away Event. I wanted to make sure everyone noticed the change of date for this
event. It’s different than listed in the Yearbook, so make sure you don’t miss it.
Continued on page 2

Upcoming Events
January
6 Book Talk
7 PM
7 Winter Club Pride Day
9 AM-3 PM
And Tupperware Party
12-3
8 Soups On Along the Lakeshore 5:30PM
21 BOD Meeting
12 N
23 Newsletter Deadline
5 PM
31 Dance The Night Away
7—11 PM
February
3 Book Talk
7 Children’s Tea Party
11 Valentine’s Tea
13 Mardi Gras Jazz Party
18 BOD Meeting
27 Newsletter Deadline

7:00PM
1 PM
1 PM
7PM-12M
12 N
5 PM

2014/2015 Board of Directors

Loribeth Clark, President
Lindy Olechnowicz,
Immediate Past President

Deborah Matrone, Vice President
Melissa Slorf, President-Elect
Stacy Hollenbeck, Treasurer
Karin Carlson, Recording Secretary
Sharon Beck, Corresponding Secretary
Karen Andrie, Finance Chair
Nancy Bierenga, Communications Chair
Lindy Olechnowicz, Membership Chair
Dolores Brondyke, Activities Chair
Barbara Scott, Member at Large
Dorothy Brink, House and Grounds
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Lindy Olechnowicz, Chair
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We currently have 84 members. The committee consisting of Lindy, Karin Carlson, and Barbara
Scott will be hosting a new member reception after the first of the year. Meanwhile don’t forget to
tell your friends about the club and invite them to check us out on line and in person!

Membership Growth
- 100
- 90
- 80

Membership Contact Updates—Please make these changes in your
yearbook:
Jane Diedrichson moved. Her new address is:
1930 McLaughlin, Apt. 133
Muskegon, MI 49442
231-767-9896
Melissa Slorf Email correction:
meslorf03@gmail.com
The President’s Pen continued from page 1

Speaking of the Yearbook… We still have a lot of members who have not picked
up their Yearbooks. If you haven’t received yours, please stop by the Club to get it
or have someone pick it up for you. You are missing out on a lot of important information if you don’t have it, so it’s important you make sure you get it. You can
stop by any of the days listed above, or you can pick it up at the Valentine’s Membership Tea on February 11th.
I’ve been asked to mention there is also a lot of information on our newly redesigned website. If you haven’t checked it out, please do so. You can find out about
upcoming events, membership, rentals and a lot of other things on the website. Go
to www.MuskegonWomansClub.org and see what’s new.

Luncheon Chairs for 2014-2015
February—Communications—Nancy Bierenga
March—Historian—Karin Carlson
April—Lifestyles—Nancy Bierenga
May—House and Grounds—Dorothy Brink
June—BOD—Barbara Scott

I am really looking forward to the New Year, and I
hope you are too. It’s going to be a great year!
Take Care,

Loribeth

January Office Hours You will be able to access the club
during the following times:
January
7 9AM-3 PM
8 5–8 PM
21 12-2 PM

Philanthropy
Monthly donations for the upcoming year go to:
February
Meals on Wheels
March
Pound Buddies

Carolyn Bowen
April
May
June

Mission for Area People Meds/
Books for Babies
Every Woman’s Place
Sacred Suds

Please keep saving Boxtops for Education and Labels for education. This is an ongoing project.
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Days Gone By
Will return in February

Karin Carlson

Victorian Cooking by Larry Edwards
Royal Cheddar Cheese Soup
Ingredients:
1 Tbs. butter
1/2 tsp. dry mustard
2 yellow onions, peeled and chopped
1 C heavy cream
2 potatoes, peeled and cubed
2 C grated sharp Cheddar cheese
4 cloves garlic, peeled and minced
1/2 tsp. hot pepper sauce
6 C chicken stock
3 T minced chives
Steps:
1. In a medium saucepan, melt the butter over medium heat. Add the onions, potatoes, and
garlic and sauté for 10 minutes.
2. Add the chicken stock and bring to a boil. Reduce the heat to simmer and cook 10 minutes.
3. Remove the contents of the saucepan to a food processor and puree.
4. In the saucepan, over medium heat, whisk together the dry mustard and heavy cream.
5. Stir the puree into the saucepan and simmer 5 minutes.
6. Stir in the Cheddar cheese and hot sauce, and keep stirring until the cheese has melted.
7. Ladle into serving bowls, top with some chives, and serve.
During the Edwardian era it was protocol that if you served bread with a meal, you must
serve soup. During this era, the most popular soup was the satiny smooth splendor of Royal
Cheddar Cheese Soup. There may not be a more quintessential English soup as it contains many
of the elements of English cooking, including potatoes, onions, cream, and cheese.
Royal Cheddar Cheese Soup was always served at dinners when special guests were
present. The footman would ladle the soup into a shallow bowl and present the bowl to the
guest.
It is interesting to note that the soups of the abbey were never served hot. They were
always served at a temperature where the guest would not have to blow on the soup
before eating it as blowing on a spoon of soup was considered uncouth.

Manners and Morals Taken from the book by Wayne Erbson
Telephone Etiquette
Women and the Telephone
The American woman is becoming dependent upon the telephone. She orders the family dinner by
telephone, upbraids her dressmaker by telephone and electioneers by telephone for the presidency of
her club. If she happens to live in a house equipped with the latest pattern of telephone apparatus, she
gives orders to the cook in the kitchen without leaving her chair, for the telephone has taken the place
of the speaking-tube in the up-to-date city residence. No habit grows more rapidly than the telephone
habit.
(New Era Illustrated Magazine, 1904)
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LIFESTYLES

Nancy Bierenga, chair

We had a great time together at The Lake House in December. In fact, we had
so much fun that we decided we’d like to add dinner out together to our schedule on a
quarterly basis. Our next dinner out will be on April 2 at Hank’s Tavern at 6PM.
We hope to see you at Soups on Along the Lakeshore Soup Supper and Bowl
Painting is January 8 at 5:30PM. Call Nancy to reserve. There is
also a Tupperware Party for the kitchen at the club that night.

Next Gotta Get-Away May 2, 2014
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This trip will be by bus to Charlton Park, MI. It is a turn-of
-the-century (1899-1900) village that is restored and gathered
together in a large park. We will have a guided tour of the village. Lunch will be a picnic (boxed lunches) under the shelter.
Details will be provided as they develop.

Wine Divas Uncorked
The date is Friday, June 12, 2015. Tickets will be available in April, so reservations
are due by March 31. Details as they develop.

Literature and Drama
Book Talk ~Let's Get Together!!!!

Toni Seyferth, chair

Attendees are asked to bring a snack or beverage to pass. Please feel free to join us at
any meeting if you’re interested in that book, whether or not you’ve had time to read the
book. All meetings are at the club in the Tearoom at 7 PM unless otherwise announced.
January 6—Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides
February 3—Me Before You by JoJo Moyes

Book Review
Beach Music by Pat Conroy
We rated this book a 4 out of 5.
It is very descriptive and well-written, but at times a bit long-winded. We liked the great character
development and family dynamics. It has an astonishing insight to the holocaust.
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks
We rated this book 4 our of 5.
The story was very interesting, a nice page-turner. It has many individual small stories inside a larger
story, and this made it difficult to review due to the many characters.

Remember our 50/50 raffles at our general club luncheons, with proceeds to support the
annual Fine Arts Scholarship!
Yes! I’d like to help provide a Fine Arts Scholarship to an area high school student! Enclosed is my check.
Name
Address

Phone
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Holiday Evening By Candlelight
This year’s event took place on December 8 and was a beautiful evening for all our club members and their friends to start the holiday season. I would especially like to thank all the table hostesses
which include club members Carolyn Bowen, Laurel Sass, Peggy
Peckham, Ruth Lofton, Kimi Johnson, Sandy Garrett with Nancy
Bierenga, and friends of the club, Melody Cloud and Marilyn
Fiser. Without our hostesses this event would not be possible.
Nancy Bierenga, our club member, was our caterer for
the evening and did a great job, so thank you so much, Nancy.
Plumbs and Sam’s Club helped with food donations. I would also
like to thank Carol Thompson for the tickets and beautiful
programs she made.
The raffle prizes were donated by club members, friends,
and businesses in Muskegon. Thank you everyone for all the
donations, to Deb Matrone for collecting them from the
businesses, and to Deborah and Peggy Peckham for setting up
the auction. Thank you to Paula and Laura Martin for collecting
money at the event and also helping Pam Caris and Dorothy
The Singing Nuns
Brink in assisting with the Raffle Prizes and Silent Auction (also
donations from club members,
including Loribeth Clark and Jean Pataky) and for our table sponsor monetary donation from club member, Sylvia Precious. This entire event was a huge success. The
Singing Nuns were the hit of the evening and were excellent entertainment and our pleasure to enjoy
their great performance. Thank you to husbands of our club members- Dale Roest and Harold Lofton
for helping serve the ladies for the evening and helping with anything we needed. They sure did a lot
of work that evening to make us happy. (Ha-Ha) Thank you to friends of the club- Bud Fiser, Stan
Daszko, Mark Thorgerson (for taking photos too), Tony McCleary , Katilyn Sutton and Tice for
serving and helping with clean up. We appreciate all the help from everyone who in any way helped
with this event. We were able to raise over $900.00 for the club. This is a beautiful tradition that we
have started for the holiday season. Thanks again to all and I am very proud to be your chairperson for
this event. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Blessings,
Deb Roest- Holiday Evening by Candlelight Chairperson

Dessert Table
Deb Roest and some of her friends
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Please be sure to add these events to
your calendar and RSVP!

In order to add some muchneeded supplies to the Club
kitchen, we will hold a Tupperware Party at the same time as
Soup’s On. You will be able to
see some new items and new
colors of Tupperware, order for
yourself , and/or order items for
the club kitchen. In addition the
club is the hostess and will be
able to choose some hostess
special items and free items to
our kitchen. Please consider
supporting the Club in this way.
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A gathering place for the community

Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
280 West Webster Avenue
Muskegon, MI 49440

We’re on the Web!
www.MuskegonWomansClub.org

Follow us on Facebook!
https://www.facebook.com/
GreaterMuskegonWomansClub

Our Mission Statement:
To promote a high quality of life in the
greater Muskegon community.

Our Vision Statement:
The Greater Muskegon Woman’s Club
serves the community through:






Education
The Arts
Service
Community Activities
Scholarship

These aspects are accomplished through a
combination of social and philanthropic
efforts and by providing an historic meeting
place.

Birthdays
1
7
14
19

Karin Carlson
Paula Martin
Hannah Rogers
Connie Navarro

Happy Birthday to this month’s
celebrating members!
23 Stacy Hollenbeck
26 Brenda Rogers
29 Karen Andrie

Make A Note:


Remember to RSVP to Nancy Bierenga if you are able to join
us to paint a soup bowl for Catholic Charities. See the flyer on
page 6.



Tickets are currently available for Dance the Night Away on
January 31. Contact Ruth Lofton to reserve your spot. Details
on page 7.



Check the Save the Date for the Mardi Gras Jazz Party. Tickets
will be available soon.



Dine Out with LifeStyles on April 2 at Hank’s Tavern



Next Gotta Get-Away is May 3 to Charlton Park. Details on
page 4.

